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There are very few tobacco-users who would com- 
mend their example to the young. They are ready 
enough with excuses for their own course; but they 


would shrink from advising bright and pure boys to | 


do as they do. A great deal of prominence has been 
given to the fact of General Grant’s love of cigar- 
smoking. Now it ought to be made equally promi- 
nent that on his recent visit to Girard College, he 


expressed the hope that the boys there were not allowed 


the use of tobacco; for if they kept from it while | 
under training, they would be far less likely to indulge | 


in the practice when they went out. It may well be 
said to the boys, concerning these men who use 


tobacco and advise others not to: “All, therefore, | 


whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and 


do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, | 


and de not.” 


How to get good work out of others is a subject 
no less worthy of study than that of doing good 
work ourselves. Some of the strongest and most 
influential minds in the world’s history have been 
great not because of their originality or their ability 
to speak or act in person, but because of their rare 
success in availing themselves of the brains and hands 
of many helpers. To select but one recent example, 
it is worthy of note that the late John T. Delane, 
for many years editor of that leader among British 
newspapers, the London Times, himself wrote very 
little for the columns of his journal, contenting him- 
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| self with shaping and directing its policy, and sug- | 


| gesting topics and methods. The same course has 
| been followed by not a few of the leading journalists 
| of America. 
of many helpers increases his power to the full 
| extent of all the work which his executive ability 
can induce those helpers to perform. If you cannot 
yourself do that which you desire, you may never- 
theless be the very person to vitalize and give prac- 
‘fical usefulness to powers that otherwise would remain 
useless. This is a world in which mutual labor and 
| mutual help are duties; and we have by no means 
done our full part when we have used our own indi- 
vidual abilities. We ought also to question ourselves 
| whether, if we have any tact of management, we 
| may not wisely put that tact to better service than 
| we are now doing. 


Manifestly, one who can avail himself 


| one part of the paper than in another. 


Plans for the completion of that huge and unshapely | 
pile of stone, at the national capital, which is called | 
the Washington Monument, are being discussed anew | 


in the architectural journals, and it seems likely that | 


| some sort of an end will be given to the work within 
the next few years. The trouble in the matter is that 
| the original plan cannot be carried out, not only 


ment, and such significance has been given to some 


| of its stones, donated for this special use by many | 


| givers, that the existing monument cannot be pulled 
down. To remoye it, indeed, would cost as much as 
to finish it; and so it must be “fixed up” somehow, 
| as the nation’s chief memorial to her most honored 
historic character. 


much in the condition of the Washington Monument. 


There are some lives which are | 


| They have started wrong and have been built by long | 


and patient labor into that which is unsightly and 
incomplete; and yet they ought to be made so beau- 
tiful and helpful as to remind the beholder of that 
which is best in the human soul. Is the task there- 
fore hopeless? Not at all; the soul that has started 


| wrong and gone forward amiss has but its one present | 


duty to think of, just as truly as though it had been 
doing its duty in all past time. But how much easier 
it is, after all, to build a monument or a character from 
the bottom, than to give it beauty and symmetry after 
years of misdirected effort ! 


A religious newspaper is morally responsible for 
whatever appears in its columns. 
extends over all its pages alike. 
let out or sell any of its columns for pernicious uses. 


This responsibility | 
It vas no right to | 


There is no consistency in advocating sound orthodoxy | 


in the editorials, and allowing infidel contributors to | 
press their objections to Christianity in its pages. Nor | 


is it more eonsistent to hold up a high standard of 
morals in the editorials and contributed articles, and 
allow advertisers to put as many lies, or to lay as 
many traps, in other parts of the paper, as they will 
pay for. The same freedom may fairly be allowed to 
contributors and advertisers alike—a freedom of 
statement within the limits of truth and propriety ; 
within the bounds of a legitimate difference of opinion 
among Christians. Any other freedom is simple 
license, not true liberty. Yet there are religious 
papers which profess to guard sacredly all their col- 
| umns—except those on the advertising pages. Over 


because it is so ugly and so costly, but because it | 
would sink through the mud of the Potomac banks. | 
But so much money has been spent upon the monu- | 
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those they exercise a “ reasonable scrutiny ;” but they 
caution their readers to be.on the watch against all 
statements of advertisers, and not to believe them all. 
Yet it is a great deal easier for the proprietors than for 
the readers of a newspaper to find whether or not the 
statements of an advertiser are to be depended on. 
While every one is liable to be deceived, the parties who 
receive the money for an advertisement are clearly the 
ones to bear.the losses of whoever is thereby injured. 
Readers ought to be on the watch against errors of 
statement in any religious paper; but no more so in 
If there is 
to be any choice, the advertising columns furnish 
better evidence than the editorials of the real char- 
acter and trustworthiness of a paper. When lies 
are permitted to appear in a religious paper—if they 
are paid for—the religion of that paper is of a poor 
sort for general circulation in the community. 


A RIGHT USE OF NEW YEAR'S. 


There is a great deal of wasted sentiment given to 
the beginning of a new year ;——a great deal of use- 
less moaning over the mistakes and losses and sins of 
the past;—a great deal of worthless intending and 
purposing and resolving for the future. There is 
perhaps no day in all the year which is so wretchedly 
misused, and so barren of practical results for good, 
as New Year’s Day. Yet this day has its place in 
the calendar ; and there is no sound reason why it 


should be ignored by us, or why its hours should be 


to us without profit and improvement. 
It is, in fact, impossible that a day which marks 


_ the passage and progress of time, like a birthday, or 


a New Year’s Day, should come and go unnoted by a 
thoughtful person. “Time is the stuff that life is 
made of ;” and time is known to us only through 
its divisions. “Our conception of time originates in 
that of motion ””—of progression. “ Duration, as set 
out? by certain periods, and marked by certain 
measures or epochs, is that which most properly we 
call Time.” And as we are commonly undisturbed 
by “the inaudible and noiseless foot of Time,” it 
must be that the sounding clock of the years which 
tells us that another period is passed should arouse 
us to thought and reflection. 
If heard aright, 

It is the knell of our departed hours : 

Where are they? With the years beyond the flood. 

It is a signal that demands despatch : 

How much is to be done? 


But it is one thing to realize the truth that time is 
passing, and another thing to act wisely in view of 
that truth. Vain regrets are out of place when we 
stand between the past and the future: vain resolves 
are quite as much so. Better than all musings and 
meditatings on New Year’s Day, is the looking 
squarely in the face the simple fact, that this is the 
beginning of an absolutely new year ; that the errors 
or the attainments of last year have just about as 
much influence on the year now beginning, as the mis- 
takes or the accuracies of a last year’s almanac 
would have on the incidents and occurrences of this 
year. Looking back over our course would show us 
one of two things: either that we had done well, or 
that we had done ill. In neither case does that settle 


‘the question of our present security, or of our 
_ future prospects. The best that we have done thus 
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far is not enough to carry us through another year. 
The worst that we have done is not sufficient to cut 
us off from hope for the days to come. 

There were men and women who began last year | 
with a good record, and a good reputation, who were | 
wrecked morally and socially before that year was | 
half finished, They had struggled on with varied | 
success, but with growing power, for twenty, forty, 
sixty years. They felt pretty sure of life. They | 
had too good a name to be in any fear of final failure. | 
They could rest on what they had done, and on what 
they were. But, a single misstep proved their ruin. 
All the gain to them then of the height which they | 
had reached was a greater fall, and a deeper plunge. 
Practically, last year is the only one that now counts | 
in their life story. And there are men and women | 
greeting this new year with glad satisfaction as they 
consider how well they have done, and how well they | 
stand in life, who will lose their good name before | 
six months have gone. All that they now rejoice in 
will be as naught to them then. This year will be 
the supreme year of their folly and their sin. The 
best accumulations of the former years will give them 
no help or comfort in their humiliation and despair. 
And even those who are not guilty of great folly or 
great sin will find that what they do this year is the 
test and measure of their usefulness and power, 
rather than what they have done in the years gone 
by. The man who through industry and enterprise 
was foremost in his business last year cannot keep 
ahead of his competitors the next twelve months by 
pointing them to what he did then. The lawyer who 
last year gained a dozen great cases by downright 
hard work in his profession, will not secure a verdict 
in a single case this year by telling the jury of his 
former successes, The pastor, the editor, the teacher, 
who counts himself out of the new contests of his 
arena, in the belief that he can have his last year’s 
laurels as fresh at the close of this year as they were 
at its beginning, will find his mistake when he comes 
to compare his faded bays a twelvemonth hence 
with those which others have won from this year’s 
growth. 

And there were those who began last year. under 
the chill and gloom of a shadow which had rested on 
them for long years, or for all their lives, who before 
the year’s close were in such light and warmth as 
they had never dared hope for on earth. All their 
former sorrow or shame or loneliness or trial then 
went for naught. They weie as if they had never 
known anything but joy and gladness and peace. So 
it will be with some who are in the darkness to-day. 
Men who have’ been unsuccessful in business ; men 
who have been toiling away at an unattained 
invention; men and women who have been over- 
looked, or undervalued, or misunderstood—who have 
seemed to have no place in the world, of to have 
their place closed against them; men and women 
who have wandered and backslidden, and have fallen 
very low in sin and shame,—will this year be lifted up 
from their depression, or will be turned from their 
evil ways. They will have success, or recognition, or 
opportunity, or unlooked-for sympathy and love and 
enlargement of sphere; or they will receive the 
welcome and the forgiveness of the returning prodi- 
gal, Then all that has appeared to be against them 
until now will have passed away; and they will find 
how little cause there was for such regrets as they 
might have indulged in had they brooded over the | 
past or foreboded the future on this New Year’s Day. | 

It is this truth that is the fitting one for such a | 
season as now. 





Nothing is there to come, and nothing past, 
But an eternal now does always last. 


Lost time is not to be worried over. Coming days 
are not to be waited for. “ Behold now is the 
accepted time; behold now is the day”—not for | 
salvation only, but for honest effort and for heartiest | 
hope The new year is upon you; a year that was 
never here before; that will never be here again. | 
The gains of former years are not to be rested | 
on. Bygone failures are to be counted no _hin- 


| 


|made any extended journey in his own country; for 





drance. Your best work can be done now. Have 
no doubt of this. 
Trust no future howe’er pleasant, 
Let the dead past bury its dead. 
Act, act in the living present ; 
, Heart within, and God o’erhead. 
You ean do all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth you. 


BROADENING ONE’S HORIZON. 


It is not an infrequent thing to note, in the case of 
a person who has returned from a foreign tour, a 
marked broadening:of his field of view. With the 
increased knowledge which has been attained, has 
also come a better thing—a gain in liberality of 
thought and in graciousness of expression of opin- 
ion. The same result may also be seen after one has 


different states, or provinces, or cities, are often 
separated scarcely less widely than nations between 
which the ocean rolls. 

This gain in character, if it be genuine, is far 
removed from flippancy or instability. The wise 
head does not bring back from its journeys a super- 
cilious disdain of its old home, or a careless conclu- 
sion that one place is as good as another. Because 
one has stood beneath the dome of St. Paul’s, or 
St. Peter’s, or St. Isaac’s, there is no reason why he 
should conclude that he can take no pleasure in his 
plain church at home, until it adopts the Anglican, 
Roman, or Greek ceremonial. Wise experience 
gained in the course of travel is neither unorthodox, 
nor indifferent, nor destructive. That riper culture, 
that more generous spirit, which comes from the 
sight of changed conditions of thought and life, 
ought simply to make one willing to work, or to 
let others work, under surroundings which he once 
would have spurned. It should l:ad him to admit 
the sincerity and zeal of those whose methods and 
whose purposes he may reject and deplore. It shotld 
open his eyes to the fact that there may be reasons 
for actions which he has never understood, and that 
there may be causes whose results he has hitherto 
noted in blank amazement. In a word, he who has 
widened his world stands in another’s place, and 
therefore, unless he is very willful or very stupid, he 
is able to see with another's eyes. 

The root of all the advantage which is gained in 
travel, is charity. If one’s practice of charity be not 
increased, he has traveled in vain. It is not enough 
to have seen a thousand different places, if at last the 
traveler remains as dull and unlearned as before. 
Some who have never set foot beyond the region of 
their birth,have a broad view of life, because they 
are charitable in soul; others remain petty and nar- 
row though they travel round the world. Without 
a growth from within, the shadow of the pine and 
the shadow of the pyramid are alike but curtains to 
shut out the sunlight. No mere change of air can 
cause a change of soul. The influence of new sights 
and sounds must be heeded and welcomed before it 
can affect thought and life. 

Though we are often tempted to think charitable- 
ness an inborn grace; though there seems to. be 
such a variety in the whole mental make-up of dif- 
ferent individuals that we find a wide outlook from 
the sick-bed of a life-long sufferer, and nothing 
but the most contracted view from eyes which have 
beheld the wonders of both hemispheres,—it is by no 
means to be thought that breadth of mind cannot be 
cultivated. Disposition is much, but nurture is 
more, so far as the moral nature is concerned ; and | 





certainly that charity which enlarges one’s outlook | 
is a moral virtue. Breadth of thought and gener- 


is true, by travel, by reading, and by unwonted asso- | 
ciations. But if they do not come of themselves, 
they should be deliberately cultivated. The mind 
should determine that it will not, in any case, be 
petty, and narrow, and mean; but that it will fd | 
material for growth, if it does not stumble up n it, 
and will discover the sweetness of gracious liberality 
if it does not possess it already. The great and gen 


erous heart needs no urging; but the sniall and with- 
ered soul may well undertake a rigorous course of 
self-discipline, before it is too late. Those are in the 
greatest danger, so far as mental and spiritual 
smallness are concerned, who least know it. If 
you are quite sure that you are not narrow in view, 
or limited in range, or uncharitable in speech, or 
conventional in action, then remember that you are 
in the greatest danger of all. If you are not growing, 
you are shriveling. Like the ever-narrowing torture- 
chamber of the dark ages, the walls of prejudice, cus- 
tom, and selfishness are closing around you, and your 
life is becoming poorer and narrower all the time. 


There is no excuse for a contracted outlook, even 


in that life whose round of duties is most unvarying, 
or in that soul which seems to have nothing but itself 
upon which tolook. The eternal verities are as true 
in the most pent-up quarters as in the widest field. 
As we can see the stars from the bottom of a well, so 
the whole moral universe stretches above the hum- 
blest thinking being. If immortality is our heritage, 
and God its giver, we certainly can hardly over. 
measure the extent o» the importance of personal 
duty. That duty plainly includes as one of its most 
imperative mandates the command that we grow— 
grow in the knowledge which comes from experience, 
and in the charity which is one mark of all high 
spiritual culture. Not all can travel widely, or read 
much, or learn from many teachers ; but all can take 
one step forward, and then one step further, for no 
one is so low down as to be privileged to stand still. 
It is just this taking of the next step, all the time, 
which brings the soul to see a horizon which is as 
broad as the love and wise purposes of God. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


If a man wants to get a Bible commentary, it is 
important for him first to consider what he wants it for. 
This truth is admirably handled by Bishop Ellicott in 
his article ‘‘ How to use commentaries,” in The Sunday 
School Times for December 13. This is a question which 
a correspondent from Tennessee has apparently not con- 
sidered when he asks : 

“ Will you be so kind as to give me information as to which 
is the best commentary on the entire Bible? also its cost ? 

If a man wants an extended critical commentary on 
the entire Bible, there is perhaps nothing better available 
to him than ‘the American edition of Lange, in twenty- 
five volumes, at $5 a volume. If he wants the pithiest 
practical comments, he would do well to get Matthew 
Henry’s, which can be purchased in various editions 
from $15 upwards. If he wants a sensible, straightfor- 
ward commentary, without as much scholarship as is 
centered in Lange, or as much wit as is shown in Henry, 
he could hardly do better than to take Jamieson, Faus- 
set, and Brown’s, which sells from $12 to $30. An 
admirable combination of these two commentaries, with 
Scott added, is found in the new Comprehensive Commen- 
tary, published by A. D. Worthington & Co., Hartford, 
Connecticut, at $26. Perhaps we should give the prefer- 
ence to this for the average teacher, if a full commentary 
of the Bible were desired. But a better way for most 
teachers is to get separate commentaries on the various 
portions of the Bible coming under study in the Inter- 
national lesson series. Thus for the next six months, 
and for the first six months of 1881, the best commentary 
for teachers we could name is Schaff and Riddle’s Popular 
Commentary on Matthew, Mark, and Luke, in a single 
large volume, finely illustrated, at $6. 

It is pleasant to have the assuring testimony of those 
who have been long engaged in Bible study, that the 
more they know of the sacred pages the more they want 
to know of them, and the more they see to be learned 


| there. Dean Alford said, in concluding his twenty years’ 


work on the New Testament, that he felt he had just 


|begun to see what the New Testament contained. 
|osity of expression may grow almost unwittingly, it | 


Albert Barnes closed his series of Notes with much the 
same testimony. Professor Stowe said that he found 
more that was fresh and attractive in the Bible when he 
went through it critically, verse by verse, from Genesis 
to Revelation, for the twentieth time, than when he first 
went over it in this way. And Mr. Moody has recently 
said to our readers that “certainly more than a thousand 
millions of years’? would be needed to study the Bible 
out. In giving similar testimony to his fresh interest in 
Bible study after nearly half a century’s experience in it, 
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a veteran correspondent from Illinois holds before us s 
good example of keeping up with the Sunday-school Ies- 
sons, even when too old to have a part in Sunday-school 
teaching. He says: 

I cannot forbear expressing to you my hearty thanks for the 
extra material for Bible students in your double number of The 
Sunday School Times for December 13. Each paper is a gem 
which every student of the Bible who examines it will appre- 
ciate. And I trust that many who hitherto have been only 
readers of the blessed Volume will after perusing these articles 
become Bible students; for there is a heaven-wide difference 
between the study of God’s word and the perfunctory reading 
of it. The thought of furnishing such a rich supply of varied 
biblical knowledge, and of instruction how to study aright that 
precious book which is to be our study forever, must. have come 
straight from heaven. Forty-eight years I have been a student 
of the Bible, and though having but a common-school educa- 
tion I ought to have some experience; and such as I have 
accords perfectly with the teachings of these men of eminent 
learning and experience. What a contrast between the past— 
of forty-eight years ago—and the present! How few then 
the helps within reach of the majority of Sunday-school 
teachers outside the Bible! True, the excellent method of 
making the Bible its own interpreter is competent to make wise 
unto salvation, yet commentaries aid greatly in giving breadth 
of thought, and often add much interest to Bible study, But 
when Barnes’s Notes on the Gospels appeared, they were a bright 
morning star that heralded the coming day, But now we are 
enjoying the cheering rays of a morning sun. I say morning, 
for the study of the Scriptures, and the Sunday-school agency, 
are yet in the elementary period, and great and glorious indeed 
are the possibilities of their future; because the Bible is a book 
of seed thoughts capable of infinite expansion—a mine of inex- 
haustible wealth, and the deeper it is worked the richer it 
becomes. This I know by experience, and though I am in my 
seventy-eighth year, [ never was a more earnest learner and 
lover and searcher of the Scriptures than to-day. Although 
my work as a teacher is done, in consequence of infirmities, yet 
I study the Sunday-school lessons all the same, purely for the 
pleasure and the profit from so doing. 


Spasmodic teaching in the Sunday-school amounts to 
very little. Five teachers, who are regular in attendance, 


- are worth more than twenty teachers of the same grade 


of intelligence, who come irregularly. It is not to be 
wondered at, therefore, that a Minnesota superintendent 
is exercised in this point, and writes as follows: 

Can you tell me some new and practical method to make my 
teachers realize the importance of being in their places every 
Sunday? About two-thirds of them seem to think they are to 
come when it is perfectly convenient, and stay away the rest or 
the time. I sometimes think that such teachers would, do just 
about as much good to stay away as tocome. Still, I can’t well 
do without them. ‘ 

In the first place, the superintendent’s views on this 
point should be made known to the teachers. He is not 
to scold about it; nor, indeed, should he speak of it in 
public: but in the teachers’ meeting it should be talked 
over plainly, and in the kindest manner. If he has no 
teachers’ meeting, there is a trouble to be remedied at 
once. A Sunday-school has no special character, no 
public sentiment, no atmosphere, unless it has a teachers’ 
meeting. But even where there is this lack, the teachers 
can be approached on the subject of regularity in personal 
interviews, or by a circular letter, or a private note. It 
should be understood by all that the jsuperintendent 
deems regular attendance an indispensible requisite to a 
teacher’s work. Then the teachers are to be trained 
singly to aright practice in this line. This will take 
time. All good work does, But a superintendent must 
find the time for his work, or that work will never be 
done. He cannot find any way of bringing all his teach- 
ers up to a correct standard, except by bringing them up 
to it one by one. He must set his mind on improving 
one of those irregular teachers. If she is absent next 
Sunday, he must call and see her, or drop her a note, on 
Monday, expressing his regret at her absence, and asking 
if she can be there the Sunday following. If that. does 
not meet the case, he must find out on Saturday, or on 
Sunday morning, if she is intending to be at the school. 
Her class meantime may be put in charge of a substitute 
teacher, or consolidated with another class. She should 
be notified of this fact, and asked when she is likely to 
resume her place, or whether she would prefer to leave 
her class in these other hands. By a firm, steady, judicious, 
kindly pressure, an irregular teacher can be improved or 
got rid of, sooner or later. Either alternative is better 
than overlooked irregularity. The ways of training teach- 
ers are varied; but it is important for the superintendent 
to feel that he is just as truly responsible for the training 
of his teachers, as his teachers are for the training of their 
scholars. If his teachers continue irregular, or inefficient, 





the person most deserving of blame is—himself. A far- | 


mer’s efficiency is shown by his workmen; a mill over- 
seer’s by his factory hands; a Sunday-school superin- 
tendent’s by his teachers, 


THE NEW YEAR, 1880. 
BY RAY PALMER, D.D. 


Gone art thou, in thy turn, thou fleeting year! 
E’en as the spent wave dies upon the shore ! 
I backward glance and drop a silent tear, 
As for a friend whose feet shall come no more :— 
Till Time of earth’s last day shall sound the knell, 
I bid thee, vanished year, farewell—farewell ! 


But farewell said, and memory charged to keep 
In her still depths the annals of the past, 

Which—howsoe’er they for a time may sleep— 
Unlost, shall all again be read at last ; 

Once more to duty’s call my ear I lend, 

And onward where she leads, my steps I’ bend. 


Year newly born! I hail thee at the goal 
Whence thou dost count thy swiftly numbered days; 
Whence tell thy months and seasons as they roll, 
And date the summer solstice’s scorching blaze ; 
Which left behind, thou too by slow decline 
Shall waste and die—the fate of others, thine! 


But ah! 
Thou bear’st a scroll wherein the pen of heaven 


Thou hast thy secrets—unrevealed ! 
Hath written mysteries to be unsealed ; 

Unroll and read, young Year! To thee ’tis given! 
What fates or fortunes—say—shall each befall 


In thy swift course ?—that record hides them all! 


No! Heaven permits thee not, before their hour, 
Of hidden things to speak in mortal ear! 
Eternal love hath kept in its own power 
The things that kindle hope or waken fear; 
’Tis life’s great lesson, that man live to-day, 
And learn to watch and wait—to trust and pray! 


Yet this I know that, in thy measured round, 
Whatever hath been yet shall be to men ; 

The changeful earth shall oft with songs resound, 
And oft with groans shall echoes wake again ; 

All lights and shades on mortal faces rest, 

And pangs and pleasures mingle in each breast. 


Sweet as the first notes of the early bird, 

That tremble on the tranquil morning air, 
Childhood’s soft merry voices shall be heard 

In many a happy home—safe sheltered there ; 
While many a mother bows her throbbing head 
And weeps heart-broken o’er her loved one dead. 


Exultant youth shall lead the joyous bride, 
Fair as the orange-blossoms on her brow, 
Up to God’s altar, proudly at her side 
To plight with fervid lip the changeless vow ; 
While manhood’s strength, with toils and conflicts worn, 
Cr wrung with anguish, yields and sinks o’erborne. 





Thy course full many a noble deed shall show, 
Wrought by heroic love that self forgot ; 

And hidden streams of mercy through thee flow, 
That reach and cheer the lowliest in his lot ; 
Yet many a shameful crime shall stain thy page, 

And murder grim with brutal passions rage ! 


Peace, here, shall fling her welcome banner wide, 
And wealth and taste and art shall life adorn ; 

War, there, shall count his thousands that have died 
On bloody fields, or maimed, shall live forlorn ! 

And rich abundance shall her garners fill, 

The while devouring famine wastes at will. 


To-day shall sails of prosperous commerce sweep 
O’er friendly waves, where distant marts invite ; 
The next, wrecked argosies enrich the deep, 
Engulfed by billows tossing in their might. 
Success, that yesterday his treasures kept, 
To-morrow finds a waste by ruin swept ! 


Such good and ill, such fortunes all untold, 
Such eestasies of joy or dark despair, 

O youthful Year! thy bosom doth enfold ; 
Unsealed as yet, they sleep unheeded there ; 

But, day-by day, the tale by thee begun, 

’Tis thine to tell till thy last sands are run. 


I greet thee not with clouded anxious brow, 
Nor pass thy portals with a bodeful dread ; 
But calm in hope—sirce hope thou dost allow— 
That thou shalt pour rich blessings on my head ; 
Or, e’en should ills o’ertake, and shadows fall 
That love divine shall send me good in all! 


_ 


O kindly Heaven! that from our mortal sight 

Veils in thick clouds what future days shall bring; 
Nor robs the present of its golden light, 

Nor checks the music when the heart would sing: 
Courage, O mortal ! 
Nor deem eternal Wisdom chooseth wrong ! 


Bid thy soul be strong; 


What saith to thee the brightly dawning year? 
“ Live wisely, man! thou livest not to dream ; 


| others to teach.” 





Life’s toils await thee—its rewards are near ; 
Think not the seeming ills the ills they seem! 

For God and duty, make each moment tell, 

Till thou this year—or earth—shalt bid far 


weil?’’ | 


. 


THE FOUR ROUNDS IN THE LADDER. 


A HINT For’ THE New Yar. 
BY THE REV. EDWARD A, RAND. 


We all desire to secure large results in Sunday-school 
work the present year. What altitude of success, though, * 
shall we reach? How highshall we climb? There is a 
very helpful ladder, with, four rounds in it, that every 
Sunday-school worker should possess. 

The first round in this laddet is energy. It is the old 
Greek word, the power within. It has various synonyms, 
—vitality, force, enthusiasm, life, snap, animation, earnest- 
ness ; but it is the same'thing, the motive-power within a 
soul, There are water-wheels of various kinds, but the 
idea in each is that of something which turns, and turns 
something else. Between the soul without energy and 
one with it there is all the difference that we find 
between a locomotive with cold, empty boiler, the wheels 
motionless, and that same locomotive when the steam is 
up and the wheels are driving. A certain minister told 
us this: that he publicly confessed to his people that he 
did have many “irons in the fire,” but he told them they 
were “all hot.” We heard another minister tell his 
people that he desired to “die busy.” Both these men 
have the power to move, drive, force ahead. The power 
may be excessive. Hot irons, unless carefully handled, 
will blister; and as for dying busy, we would rather have 
a vacation then, and go home leisurely. But the idea in 
the minds of both men we are in sympathy with,—that of 
earnest, enthusiastic work. Sunday-school laborers need 
this power to move and press things ahead because so 
many obstacles are in their path. “ What if I have not 
this gift?” asks some one. 

If absolutely destitute, the case is bad. But we may 
be a bit blue over the matter. You have it, but it may 
need to be aroused. There is a power that may be 
awakened, stimulated, developed. Let us appreciate two 
things,—how big a work all about us there is to be done, 
ead how big a worker a man becomes when God works. 
through him. Let these two convictions come to a man, 
and they may be trumpets that by their appeal will call 
out a wonderful power within us. 

The second round of the ladder is still energy, but 
energy that has a wise, definite aim. It will not do to 
fire the locomotive, and then let it loose to crash about 
the streets as it please. We not only need wheels, but 
rails. It is to be energy that has a wise aim. 

Happy is the man who has found out the one thing he 
can do well, and then directs all his powers to the well- 
doing of it. In Sunday-school a man or woman says, “I 
can’t teach, but I can go out and gather in scholars for 
Let such go out and reap the harvest 
in. A second says, “I have no sort of faculty at getting 
scholars into a school, but I can make them understand a 
lesson when they get there.” Let such group the children 
about their feet, and let the honey of their wisdom drip 
upon those scholars, A third cannot do either of the 
above, but he makes a capital librarian. A fourth isa 
blunderer among the books, but he is a money-king in 


| the sphere of finance, and is the man for treasurer, A 


fifth can’t do any of the above, but this is a person at 

home among records. Let him or her be secretary. 
Happy are those who find the channel adapted to 

them, and then pour theirenergy along that special chan- 


| nel! 


The third round is still energy, but now it is energy 
that is kept up and persisted in. Shall we ever forget 
that day after a snow-storm when we journeyed in a rail- 
road train? There was energy ® the locomotive, and it 
was energy wisely, definitely directed, for there was the 
track. On we pushed till we came to adrift! There 
it lay right across the track. The engine boldly drove 
into it, struggled, panted, groaned, stopped. The 
engineer was not to be baffled. Theshovels were brought 
out, and the snow made to fly. Again the attack on the 
drift was made. The engine groaned, puffed, struggled, 
and finally broke the big white fetter on the track. It 
was the energy that persisted that carried the day. 


| Sooner or later in our work we shall come to a drift. 


Obstacles will confront us. The drift may roll up before 


us in winter, and this kind may whiten our path even in 


summer. And it is persistent energy that will carry us 
through. Many a besieged city has been taken simply by 
| waiting. “There are only two creatures,” says the east- 


ern proverb, “which can surmount the pyramids,—the eagle 
and the snail.” It is the persistent crawling of the 
second little creature that takes him where the eagle has 
gone, to the other side of the desert mountain. We may 
be snail-like in gifts, but end eagle-like in results through 
our persistence alone, 

There is a fourth round of the’ladder, and it is still 
energy. It is now the power of the Holy Ghost. It 








































































join his company. So the trial of speed was limited to 


4 

becomes enthusiasm in the old spiritual sense of the 
Greek word,—God within. Who can have the highest, 
truest success, if destitute of this power? We must live 
in that atmosphere of the Spirit’s presence if we would 
have power over souls. May we aim to take heaven- 
ward every one we teach this year,—every one, indeed, into 
whose society we arethrown! May we have this definite, 
persistent aim! But we cannot take souls to heaven 
unless we touch heaven ourselves. We shall never be a 
connecting link between other souls and a higher spirit- 
ual life, unless the environments of that life be around us. 

We are climbing imperfect ladders. We may have the 
first, the second, the third rounds, and yet lack the 
fourth. We would possess them all. 

May all native force within us be aroused, May it be 
wisely directed. May it be steadily, persistently main- 
tained. Above all, we would cry, “ Give, Lord, give unto 
thy children the Holy Ghost.” 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


THE WARNING OF THE WINDS. 
A NEW YEAR'S STORY. 


BY MARIAN GARWOOD, 


It was New Year’s Eve—in a great city, and on a dis- 
tant coast, where was a dark cave, the home of the winds. 

In this dark cave, history tells us, was a huge fireplace, 
which upon this particular evening was well filled with 
blazing logs, which cast their flickering light deep into 
the recesses of the cavern, conjuring up shadows enough 
to almost frighten the wiry little old woman who was 
flitting befere them, busily concocting a savory stew for 
her boys. 

She was the mother of the winds, and her whole family, 
four boys, were with her to-night. This was a rare treat 
all round ; for they met but once a year, and that was on 
New Year’s Eve. 

The North Wind, a rough, vigorous fellow, approached 
his brother, the West Wind, and giving him a sound 
whack, by way of a love-tap, cried : 

“ Let’s off for a race through the town. ’Twill be a 
year before we'll have another chance of all going out 
together.” 

The East Wind, sulkily sitting by the fire, wrapped in 
an ulster of fog, answered : 

“You can have your race without me.” “Oh, now, 
go along! ”’ cried his brother; “my friend Jack Frost is 
waiting outside, he’ll put some backboné in you.” As 
may be imagined, this sally was not very graciously 
received. . 

“Go along yourself,” returned the morose brother, as 
he sat dripping and hissing by the fire,—“ go along your- 
self, and ’twill be the pleasanter here for your absence.” 
Meantime the West Wind was coaxing the South, who, 
though he was a more amiable lad, was not a whit more 
friendly to Jack Frost, and could not be persuaded to 


” 


the two brothers and their friend, who went racing off 
to the top of a high mountain which lay between them 
and the city, for the purpose of getting a good start. 

Having reached the mountain, they all three stood in a 
row, and started even. At a hurricane speed of eighty 
miles an hour they crossed the country, bringing into 
the great city what the inhabitants called “a nipping 
nor’ wester.”’ 

It was New Year’s “ve: and plainly the town thus 
invaded showed it. ,Well-lighted streets, glaring shop 
windows, exposing to view gaudy holiday goods, and 
enhancing the attraction of piles of ruddy apples, clusters 
of luscious grapes, huge swinging bunches of bananas, 
botiles of wine so disposed that the light should pass 
through them, growing limpid and warm on the way, so 
as to catch the eye of the passer, and hosts of other things 
quite beyond enumeration. Cheerful, glowing houses, 
into each of which the Winds peeped, and contrived to 





express, by musical murmurs or by moans, their approval 
or disapproval of the scenes they found within. Pedes- 
trians, purchasers, and beggars abroad, the crowded 
churches and theatres, the ringing of bells, the blowing 
of horns, the rattle of wagons, all bore evidence of the 
season. So, also, did the general disposition of the people, 
for everybody felt the prospectively genial influence of | 
the new year. 


” 


“Here we are,” cried out the North Wind, as they | 
reached the town. “ Now we'll talk to the people. I'll | 
take the streets running this way, my brother will take | 
those going the other way, while you, Jack, will work up | 
a few pictures on the windows for the children; and, if | 


you've a mind to nip a nose or two, let them belong to | does it mean ?” cried Ruby. 
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some old curmudgeons who bear in theirheartsno welcome| “ Whoisit? It is a voice, an unembodied sound, a 


for the New Year.” 
“‘ There’s one thing I’m bent on doing,” replied Jack. 


“I’m going to thoroughly test the new bridge yonder, if | 


it should make splinters of it.” 


“That would be a pity!” exclaimed the West Wind; | 


“itis a beautiful structure.” 


fancied detected a weakness in it.” 


Wind. 


“Tf it is all it pretends to be, it will be none the worse | 


for me; if not, the loss will fall upon the, contractors 
(for itis not yet paid for), and they will deserve it.’’ Then 
the North Wind gave a great howl, as if a whole mena- 
gerie was enraged, and cried: 

“Come, we’re wasting time. Now for the fun. One, two, 
three!” and off they went, sweeping down alleys and by- 
ways, driving through broad avenues, and darting along 
streets, till, suddenly reaching a corner, the brothers 


gered the property in the immediate neighborhood. 


left behind, and joining their laughter with the loud 
humming of the telegraph wires. All this was accom- 
plished in about as much time as it would take you or me 
to say Jack Robinson. Why this name in particular, I 
do not know, but for some reason it has been long used 
as a gauge of time, so we will continue to adhere to a 
well-tried_ custom; and, besides, the name suggests the 


chief object of interest in the story, the loveliest girl of | 


the time, Rubina Robinson, second daughter of Justine 
Robinson, contractor and builder of public works, bridges, 
etc. 

Nine o’clock, P. M., December the thirty-first, and 
consequently on New Year’s Eve, Ruby,—as her family 


Locked in mutual embrace, they turned round two or | 
three times, and then sped on heedless of the wreckage | 





called her,—golden-haired, brown-eyed, lovely Ruby, was 
sitting alone, listlessly gazing into the street. 


dress she should wear to-morrow, when they would 
receive calls,—of mamma and sister Belle, who were in the 


third room now preparing for the reception,—of the new | 


‘bridge which was completed, and which papa was to 
deliver to the municipal authorities the first week in | 
January,—how the bridge had been quite the pride of | 


the town during its construction, and of the general satis- | 


faction now felt in its completion,—how all papa’s friends, 
and indeed all who knew hini, whether friends or not, | 
and even those who only touched their hats to him 
before would, now that he had completed so large a con- | 


tract, take advantage of their acquaintance to call | 


to-morrow with congratulations and expressions of good | 
feeling; and how first of all, bearing these kindly 
words, Albert would come. 


at seeing a drunken man fall heavily on the pavement 
on the opposite side of the way. But as she saw him 
pick himself up and stagger away her.thoughts again 
ran on, though somewhat diverted by this incident. | 
“How dreadful it seems,” thought she, “and yet he has | 
only been drinking to the New Year a little ahead of 
time. A host of young men will be in little better con- 
dition to-morrow eve. Why does this drunkenness seem 
so different in a rich man from what it does in a poor | 
one? I suppose it is because when they reach such a state 
we don’t see them, some friend takes them home, other- 
wise they would stagger round the streets. It is dreadful. | 
There goes that poor child begging from a gentleman 

passing, she has been under the gas-lamp this half-hour. | 
It must be very cold out, everybody goes so fast. How | 
busy mamma and sister seem to be! Papa is home too. 

I hear him say it is dreadful weather, and if the bridge | 


| 
“Oh!” cried Ruby, in the midst of these reflections, 
| 


stands this, it is good for the next century, for it will | 
never have aseverer test. There’s the wagon from B—l’s, 
they’ve stopped here. Oh! they have brought some things 
for to-morrow; it must be the wines in those demijohns. 


| One, two, three, four, five,—how many different sorts of 


liquor! I wonder why papa buys so much; he never 
drinks any. But I suppose it wouldn’t be half a New 
Year’s table without wine. Yes, it would. It would be 
a very good New Year’s table with coffee.” * * * 

“What can that be?” shuddered Ruby. ‘Oh, horrors! 


what a bloated face!” for she beheld before her the face 


of intoxication, bearing the features of her lover. 
“Don’t put on any nonsense; look at that. face again, 
it is not the last time you will see it. Ho, ho! so you 
recognize your own Albert.” 
“Oh! who is talking? What does it mean? What 


'the light burden of an emaciated infant. 


breath, audible to you to-night, though mostly inaudible 
to mortal ears. I live with men, but rarely have the 
chance to speak to them they are too engrossed with 
petty affairs, which they fancy elevate them, to recognize 
me. Some call me one name, some another ; but in reality 


| Tam only a little voice. You have heard. me before, and 
“Without doubt, to one who passes as lightly as you,” | 


said Jack, “but when your brother and I crossed, I | 


listened. Now look and tell me what is before you? ” 


And immediately there arose before her a lovely girl 


| and a handsome man, apparently her lover, in a box at 
“But what a loss it will be!” replied the generous West | 


the opera. The house looked like a fairy land ; the peo- 
ple applauded. All seemed joyous and gay. 

“Do you recognize her? ” questioned the voice. 

“?Tis as if I saw myself in a mirror, so real, yet 
unreal,” replied Ruby. 

“ Now follow them,” commanded the voice; and pas- 
sive Ruby murmured: 

“Out into the dark night they go forth. Her carriage 
waits ; a snug drive, and they alight at a gorgeous, glitter- 
ing restaurant, and now they are coquetting over viands 


| and sparkling wines. Out again, and home! My home!” 
dashed upon one another with a force that greatly endan- | 


“Once more look,” continued the voice. 

“ Oh! there is our church, and a wedding within. Here 
comes the bride, in dainty satin shoes, along the carpeted 
flags. Home ajain! It seems asifit were I! See, all 
my friends congratulate her, and the groom is merry, 
very merry. Some one whispering his name says, 
‘ Albert is merry. I fear me slightly too much wine; but 
surely, if this occasion will not excuse him, what will?’ 
All is dark. I see nothing more.” 

“Yes, dark; but not the end. Gaze on.” And once 
more Ruby spoke: 

“Here I see a sweet-faced woman wandering wearily, 
’twixt light and shadow, and bearing in her arms an 
infant newly born. Now things are more distinct. The 
rain is coming obstinately down. With her bundle 
closely clasped she seems to linger near a brilliantly 
lighted saloon, shrinking into a shadow as each roysterer 
issues forth. At length one comes toward whom she 


| moves, saying a gentle word, I cannot distinguish what; 
She gazed out vacantly into the night, while thinking, | 
in a dreamy sort of way, of many things,—of the new | 


and he turns toward her, bringing his face to the light 
which advertises the place. Oh! it is Albert.” 

“ And the woman ?” suggested the voice. 

“T cannot see.” 

“ Follow then, and tell me all.” 

And as one in a trance Ruby says: 

“Through the dripping darkness they go into the 
night, for the second time. Now they enter a dismal 
house in a strange part of the city; it seems near 


| the water. Through a dark hall, up a creaking stair, 


goes the exhausted woman, almost staggering benéath 
Now she 
unfastens a door, while her companion, stupidly follow- 
ing her in, possesses himself of the only chair. She lays 
the babe upon a miserable pallet, on the floor, whereon 
lie two other children, over whom strays a light from an 
opposite window, where a family is making ready for 
calls to-morrow,—New Year’s Day. After several futile 
attempts the man succeeds in lighting an end of candle 
that lies on the table, and in a maudlin way,bringsit to her 
saying: ‘Sis! drop that bundle and get me some beer.’ As 
she raises her face, her hat falls back, and lets loose a 
mass of uncombed golden hair, her great brown eyes 
fasten themselves upon him, her haggard, wan face ”— 

“* Now, who is the woman?” interrupts the voice. 

“She bears a strong resemblance to the young girl you 
first showed me,” mildly answers Ruby. “She lays her 
hand upon his arm just as she did that night at the 


| opera, and raises her eyes to his with an expression of 
| pain. A shadow that appears to be my father is beside 


her. It wrings its hands, it seems to suffer, yet it appears 
like one from the grave. Now it speaks: ‘My darling 
child, my precious daughter, why could I not have lived 
to protect you from this?’ They don’t seem to hear it or 


| be aware of its presence, for the man again bids her 


bring him beer. She answers with great tears in her 


| eyes that she has no money, that she and her babes have 


had nothing to eat, that they starve. Then, with a coarse 


| jest, he bids her go out and find some; tells her she is 


yet good-looking, and may yet berich. Disturbed, the 
children turn. Even in their sleep they are murmuring 
for food. The baby cries; the man—the brute— 
threatens to stifle it. With wild fear the mother catches 
it to her breast. This fear enrages him; he twists his hard 
fingers in her hair, and shouts, ‘Drop the brat, drop it; 
do ye hear?’ Oh, release me from this sight, it is too 
horrible !” 


“Tell me, then, what you hear,” says the exacting 


voice ; and Ruby answers: 


“The wind. It roars down the street, and it moans 


| down the chimney ; it shakes the windows, and wails 
| through their cracks; it whistles through the awnings 
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below, and now through it all I hear a multitude of voices 
in the distance calling aloud, ‘ Hurrah,—’rah,—r-r-a,— 
to-morrow is New Year’s Day: plenty to eat, plenty to 
drink, hurrah! ’rah! Won’t we be jolly to-morrow! ’Rah, 
*rah! see what a multitude we are! Elegant exquisites, 
college students home for a holiday, clerks, day laborers, 
with little ahead to look to, here we are in mass, right 
gaily waiting for to-morrow. ’Rah!’rah! Won’t we be 
jolly to-mcrrow?’ And now they are clapping their hands. 
Where is this multitude? pray tell me, strange voice, 
from whence comes this distant yet almost overwhelming 


volume of sound, borne upon the wind? 

“T will tell you, and let my answer ring in your ears 
forever. From every street in the city—from the youth 
awaiting to-morrow’s receptions in the best of families, 
of whose daughters they will be the husbands, of whose 


| 
| 
| 
| 


' evening, and having a wedding too! 


fortunes the guardians—from the fathers of the coming | 


generation.” The voice paused, then resumed: “Another 
year has passed ; behold its fruits.” 


‘T see a cell in a jail, and a suffering penitent within. 


duly off. A brighter, happier beide would be difficult to 
find, and though the groom was “merry, very merry,” it 
was in no measure the merriment of folly but of good for- | 
tune in that he could call so veritable a gem as Ruby | 
his own. 

The West Wind was in town that night, and, looking in 
at the brilliantly lighted window, exclaimed: “As I’m | 
alive, there’s the pretty girl we saw asleep here the other 
I'll just slip in and | 
take a hand.” At this moment a gentleman opened a 
window, and in rushed the wind, brushing the fair 
face of a rosy belle, making her jump, and bestow- 
ing his cold caresses on each pretty maid, making her cry 
out to have the window closed again. But that was | 
nothing to him; now he was in, he was going to have | 
some fun, 

The rooms were full, yet guests were still arriving. 
Dr. Goodman, the family physician and staunch old 
friend, came about this time, and, taking both Ruby’s 


| hands in his own, said: 


He is looking through a grated window into the street. | 


He seems absorbed by the sight of an approaching 
funeral, if such it can be called. The cart bearing a rude 
pine box now stops beneath his window ; two gentlemen 


approach the driver and demand a view of the corpse. | 


‘Oh, horror! it is she,’ one speaks. ‘I saw them married, 
and offered them congratulations.’ The other asks: 
‘ Had they no children?’ ‘ Yes,’ replies the first. ‘ Three ; 
two died of starvation, and one, the eldest, a girl, is now 
selling papers in the street.’ ‘Have they captured him ?’ 
says the other. ‘He made no effort to escape,’ 
the first, ‘ 
hended, as if it was the only phrase he knew, “I strangled 
her, I strangled her!”’ Evidently he had lost his mind. 


| do it.’ 


| which completely mystified and half frightened her old 
replies | 
but said, over and over again, on being appre- | 


The little girl came this morning and wanted to see her | 


father, but some one sent her off. If she returns, we will 
try and do something for her.’ ‘Where are her 
relatives? they were rich,’ asked the querist. 
the very time of her wedding,’ replied the other, 
“her father was a ruined man, though ’twas not known. 
The great bridge he contracted for was not well put up, 
and could not resist the expansion and contraction caused 
by that terribly severe New Year’s Day, following such 
mild weather. It is easy to know you have just returned, 


or you would have seen the massive piers standing just | 


‘At | 


as the mammoth bridge, falling a complete wreck, left 
them a monument to the power of the elements or to the | 


insignificance of human work.’ ‘And this is the end!’ 
mused the friend. ‘ Yes, and brought about by what simple 
means,—a little wine whose simple force is almost inap- 
preciable, but whose cumulative force may destroy for- 
tunes, families, and souls, in multitudes.’ Now they 
move on and the prisoner turns. It is Albert! with a 
great sob he falls senseless. There they cry again—just 


as they. did last year—‘ Hurrah! rah! to-morrow.’” * * * | 


Some sound caused Ruby to start. 
ling!” said her sister Belle, who was standing before her, 
clad in flowing white, and holding an antique lamp in her 
hand. 
Mother and I were busy till near one o’clock, so many of the 
things came late; you may imagine my surprise on retir- 
ing and not finding you in the room.” 

“O Belle!” cried Ruby fearfully, “where are those 
people? hear their voices! hear them shouting! hear 


“Why, Ruby, dar- 


“We all thought you were in bed long ago. | 


“You have a good omen, little one, there is a clear | 
west wind to-night ;” and then warmly congratulated | 
her, adding at the last, “I have watched you both since | 
you were babies, and I don’t know any one more deserv- 
ing of this nice boy than yourself, Ruby. Take good 
care of him, and make a good husband of him: you can | 
Ruby rather inclined than moved towards 
Albert, as she raised her eyes to him, filled with an 
expression of mingled love, confidence, and anxiety, 


friend. The truth was his words had brought to mind 
her vision, the very recollection of which, though she 
knew it must have been a dream, made her pale. 

Ruby now makes as charming a wife as she did maiden. 
But she little knows that she owes it to the wind that she has 
started on a path of happiness, and has had the merriest 
wedding within the memory of man. Every one who | 
was present has acknowledged that, and marveled at it, 
for there was not a drop of wine either at the supper or 
in the gentlemen’s room. 

Tis true, dear reader, that Ruby was but dreaming. 
Yet dreams are but phantoms of things learned during 
our waking hours. What a mass of misery, then, must 
move in our great city, that its channels reach so far and 
wide as to have been seen and recognized in the secure home 
of this innocent girl! Pray, let her conscience awaken 
yours, and lead you to work with her in endeavoring to 
lessen this great evil, which leads from mirth to murder, 
Throw the weight of your example in the scale, that many 


and take up his cross, and follow me. 





blessings may descend upon you from those you thus 
help to obtain what the writer now wishes you, a Happy 
New Year. 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS FOR 1880. 
FIRST QUARTER. 
eed 4. 
1. The Infant Messiah. Matt.2: 1-12. Memory verses: 7-12. 


Golden Text. 


: 6. 


For unto us a child is born, unto us asonis given. Isa, 


January 11, 


Matt.2: 13-23. Memory 
Flee into Egypt, and be thou the: 


rses : 16-20. 
until I bring thee 


2. The Flight into Egypt. 
Golden Te wt. 


word. Matt. 2:13 
January 18. 
3. Jesus Baptized by John. Matt. 3:1-17. Memory verses : 13-17 
Golden Text. And lo # voice from heav mg saying, This is tay ‘beloved 
; Son, in whom I am well pleased. Matt. 3: 17. 


therfi clap their hands and hurrah! What does it mean?” | 


“Little goose! what an imagination you have,—though 
truly it does sound something like it. That is the wind 
in thé telegraph wiree, it is dreadful to have so many of 
them so near the house. I wish they would lay them 
under theground. It is blowing terribly to-night. 
our callers will have a stormy day to-morrow.” 

‘But, sister,” 
heard them shouting, The New Year is coming. Hurrah, 


hurrah! New Year is coming—coming! All the people in | 


the city joined the shout, I’m sure.” 

“Well, precious,” answered the kindly Belle, “suppose 
it was so ; and indeed last year has been hard enough upon 
the people to make them rejoice in a change of rule, and 
hope for a change of times. But come, my darling, you 
cannot stand such late hours and to-morrow’s dissipation. 
[ fear they will make you look like a ghost at your 
wedding,” and twining her arm about her sister’s waist, 
she led her unresistingly off to bed. 

Next day lovely Ruby, none the less lovely because 
looking a shade paler than usual, presided at the coffee- 
table. 
wine with any caller, and when alone with Albert, 
her first caller, she begged of him as her New Year’s and 
bridal gift (for her wedding would be very soon) his 


‘solemn promise never to touch a glass of wine; which 


promise he gave, and kept. * * * 


I fear | 


| heaven is perfect. 


persisted Ruby, not yet quite awake, “I | 


January 2. 

4. The Temptation of Jesus. Matt. 4: 1-11. 
Golden Text. 
able to succor them that are tempted. 


Memory verses: 1-4, 
Heb. 2: 18. 


February 1. 
5. True Disciples. Matt, 5: 1-16. 
den Text. Ye are the light of the world: 


Memory verses : 3-10. 
Matt. 5: 14 


Gol 


February 8. 


6. The Truly Righteous. Matt. 5: 17-26. Memory verses: 17-20. 


Golden Text. Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts. Psa. 
51: 6. 
February 15. 
1. The Tongue and the Temper. Matt. 5: 33-48. Memory verses : 44-37. 


Golden Text. 
Matt, 5: 48, 


February 22. 
8. Giving and Praying. Matt.6: 1-13. Memory verses: 
Golden Text. Thy Father which seeth 
openly. Matt. 6:6. 
February 29. 
Matt. 6: 2434. Memory verses: 
Casting all your care upon him ; for he 


9. Our Pather’s Care. 


31-34, 
Golden Text. careth for you. 


| 1 Pet. 5:7. 


She could not be persuaded to take a glass of 


The bridge was duly delivered, and the wedding came ! 


March 7. 

Matt. 7: 1-14. Memory verses: 1-5. 

WwW gp ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
Matt, 7: 12. 


10. The Saviour’s Golden Rule. 
Golden Text. 
even sv to them. 

March 14. 
Matt. 7: 15-29. Memory verses : 24-27. 
But be ye doers of the word, and not heare! rs only 


11. The Palse and the True. 
Golden Text. 
James 1: 22. 


March 21. 
12. Review of the Lessons. 

March 28. 
13. Lesson selected by the school. 


SECOND QUARTER, 

April 4. 
1. The Power of Christ. Matt. 8: 18-34. Memory verses : 23- 
t 


Golden Text. What manne e of man is this, that even 
the sea obey him! Matt. 8: 


Coe 
he winds and 
. 8: 27. 

April 11. 
2. The Invitation of Christ. Matt. 1) : 20-30. 


Golden Text. Come unto me, all ye 
and I will give you rest. Matt. 11: 28 


Memory verses ; 27-30. 
that labor and are heavy laden, 


April 18. 
Mait. 13 : 24-30, 37-43. 
The harvest is the end of the world. 


3. The Wheat and the Tares. 
Golden Text. 


Memory verses: 40-43. 
Matt. 13 : 39. 





For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is | 


Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in | 


3-6. 
in secret shall reward thee | 


April 3. 
4. Confession and Cross-bearing. Matt. 16 : 13-28 
Golden Text. If any man will come after me, 
Matt. 16: 24 
May 2. 
Matt. 17: 1-18. Memory verses : 1-5, 
We beheld his glory, the glory s = of the only begotten of 


Memory verses : 24-26. 
let him deny himself, 


5. The Transfiguration. 
Golden Text. 


the Father, ful! of grace and truth. John 1: 
May 9. ‘ 
6. Jesus and the Young. Matt. 19: 13-26. Memory verses: 21-26, 


Golden Text. But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not 


to come unto me; for of such is the kingdom of heaven. Matt. 19: 14. 
oa 16, 
7. The Marriage Feast. Matt. 22: 1-14. Memory verses : Ll-14. 


Golden Text. AS Many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage 
May 23. 
Matt. 25 : 31-46, J4-40, 


And these shall go away te everlasting punishment 


Matt, 22: 9 


8. The Judgment. 
tolden Text. 


Memory verses : 


but the righteous into life eternal. M: att. : 46. 
May 30, 
9. Gethsemane. Matt. 26: 36-50. Memory verses : 38-41. 
Golden Text. Notas I will, but as thou wilt. Matt. 26: 39. 
June 6, 
10. The Crucifixion. Matt. 27: 35-50, Memory verses : 45-50. 


Golden Tt xt. 
tree. 1 Pet 


on ho his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 


June 13. 


11. After the Resurrection. Matt. 28: 8-20. Memory verses : 16-20. 
Golden Text. Lo, TI am wie you alway, even unto the end of the 
| world. Amen. Matt, ~ 


June 20 
12. Review of the Lessons. 


June 27 
13. Lesson selected by the school. 
THIRD QUARTER. 
July 4 
1. The Creation. Gen. 1: 1-3; 2:48. Memory verses: 1-3. 


Golden Text. 
Gen, i: lL 


In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth, 


July 11. 
Gen. 3: 1-15. Memory verses : 913. 
By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin. 


2. The Fall and the Promise. 
Golden Text. 
Rom, 5: 12. 
July 18. 
3. Cain and Abel. 4:3-l5. Memory verses : 8-13. 
Golden Text. Whosoever hateth his brother isa murderer. 


Gen. 

i John 3: 15 
July 2%. 

4. The Covenant with Noah. 8-19. 


Golden Text. Ido set my bow in the cloud, 
of a covenant between me and the earth. 


Gren. 9: 12-lin 
and 2 shall be for a token 
Gen. 9: 


Memory verses : 


August 1. 
5. The Callof Abram. ‘ien. 1]: 31,32; 12: 1-10. Memory verses : 1-3. 
Golden Text. Ln thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. Gen. 12:3. 


August 8, 
1-18. Memory verses : 14-18, 
Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee 


6. Abram and Lot. 


Golden Text. 
Gen, 13: 5. 


Gen, 13: 


August 15. 
Gen, 14: 12-24. Memory verses: 
Jesus, made a high priest forever, after the order of Mel- 


7. Abram and Melchizedek. 
Golden Text. 


18-20. 


chizedek. Heh, 6: 2. 
S August 22. 
8. The Covenant with Abram. Gen. 15: 1-18. Memory verses: 5-7. 
Golden Text. Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness. Rom, 4:3 
August 29, 
9. Abraham's Intercession. Cen. 18: 16-33. Memory verses : 24-26. 


Golden Text. He ever liveth to make intercession for them. Heb. 7:2. 


September 5, 
10. Lot’s Escape from Sodom. (ien. 19: 12-26. Memory verses: 
Golden Text. Remember Lot’s wife. Luke 17 : 32. 


3-26. 


Septe poe r 12. 


11. Trial of Abraham's Faith. Gen. 22: 1-14. Memory verses: lI-14. 
Golden Text. Now I know that thou fearest God. Gen, 22; 12. 

September 19. 
12. Review of the Lessons. 

September 6. 
13. Lesson selected by the school. 

FOURTH QUARTER, 
October 3. . 

1. Isaac’s Prosperity. Gien. 26: 12-25. Memory verses : 23-25. 
Golden Text. The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich. Prov. WW: 2, 


October 10. 


2. Jacob and Esau. Gen.27: 22-40. Memory verses : 38-40 
Golden Text. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy 
foot from evil. Prov 
October 17. 
3. Jacob at Bethel. Gen. 28: 10-22. Memory verses : 12-16. 
Golden Text. Behold, [am with thee, and will keep th etn all places 
whither thou goest. Gen. 28: lb. 
October 4 
4. Jacob's Prevailing Prayer. Gen. 32: 912, 22-4. Memory verses : 26-30, 
Golden Text. Men ougut always to pray, and not to faint. Luke 18:1 


October 31. 


5. Joseph sold into Egypt. (Gen. 37: 1-5, 24-36. Memory verses : 32-5. 

Golden Text. Who is able to stand before envy? Prov. 27: 4. 
November 7 

6. Joseph in Prison. (ien. 39: 21-23; 40: 1-5. Memory verses: 21-23. 


Golden Text. Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him. Psa. 37:7 


November 4, 


7. Joseph the Wise Ruler. Gen. 41: 41-57. Memory verses: 16-49, 
Golden Text, Seest thou a man dilige ntin his business” he shall stand 
before kings. Prov. 22:2 
November 2, 
8. Joseph and his Brethren Gen, 44: 30-24; 45:1-8. Memory verses: 
5:14 
Golden Text, Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
Rom, 12: 21 
November 2s, 
9. Jacob and Pharaoh. ‘jen. 47: 1-12. Memory verses : 7-10 
Golden Text. The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in 
the way of righteousness. Prov. 16: 31. 
December 5. 
10. The Last Days of Jacob. Gen. 44: %22. Memory verses: 1, 16 
jolden Text. And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die; but God shall 
be with you. Gen. 48:21, 


December 12, 
11. Last Days of Joseph. 14+ 
Che memory of the just is blessed. 


Gen, W: 26. 15-2) 


W:7 


Memory verses 


Golden Tert Prov 


December 19. 


12. Review of the Lessons. 


December 2%. 
Lesson selected by the school, 


13 
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| baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance | place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your 


LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
| First Quarter, 1880.] 





1. January 4.—The Infant Measiah..................00-+-«---- Matt. 2: 1-12 
2 January 11.—The Flight into Egypt.................-...-.- Matt. 2: 13-23 
3. Jan, 18.--Jesus Baptized by John___Matt. 3: 1-17 
4. January 2%.—The Temptation of Jesus.................... Matt. 4: 1-11 
6. February 1.—True Disciples ..........2s0c..cccceccccccnceses Matt. 5: 1-16 
6. February 8.—The Truly Righteous.................--......Matt. 5: 17-26 
7. February 15.—The Tongue and the Temper..............- Matt. 5: 33-48 | 
8. February 22.—Giving and Praying........................-- Matt. 6; 1-13 | 
9. February 29.—Our Father's Care.....................------ Matt. 6: 24-34 | 
10, March 7.—The Saviour’s Golden Rule....................-- Matt. 7: 1-14 


11. March 14.—The False and the True..................-....- Matt. 7! 15-29 
12, March 21.—Review. ‘ 
13. March 28.— Lesson selected by the school. 


LESSON 3, SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 1880. 
Title: gJESUS BAPTIZED BY JOHN. 


GOLDEN TEXT: AND Lo A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING, THIS Is 
MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED.— Mat. 3: 17. 


Lesson Topic: A Saviour Approved ? 


( 1. By his Heralding, vy. 1-10. 
Outline: + 2, By his Herald, vy. 11-15. 
{ 3. By his Father, y. 16, 17. 


HOME READINGS. 
Monday, January 12: Matt. 3: 1-17. 
Tuesday, January 13: Isa. 40: 1-11. 
Wednesday, Jun. 14: Mark 1: 1-13. 
Thursday, January 15: John 1: 1-14. 
Friday, January 16: John 1: 15-27. The herald’s testimony. 
Saturday, Jan, 17: Luke 9: 28-36. The Father’s approval. 
Sunday, January 18: 2 Pet. 1: 15-21, An appeal for faith. 


LESSON TEXT. 
{ Matt. 3: 1-17.] 
1, In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea, 
2. And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand, 


A Saviour approved. 

The herald heralded. 

The herald’s coming. 
The herald’s mission. 


3. For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, 
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

4, And the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a 
leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and 
wild honey, 

5. Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all 
the region round about Jordan. 

6. And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, 
who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come ? 

8. Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance : 

9. And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abra- 
ham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these 
stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 

10. And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: 
therefore, every tree which bringeth not furth good fruit is hewn 
down and cast into the fire. 

11, I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he 
that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and 
with fire: 


for the remission of ‘sins. Mark 1: 4, 


vV.2. Repent ye.——Repent ye therefore, and be con- 
verted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. Acts 
3: 19.——God . . . now commandeth all men everywhere to 
repent, Acts 17: 30. 


+ The kingdom of heaven is at hand.——aAnd in the 
days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom | 





which shall never be destroyed : and the kingdom shall not be | 


| left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume 


all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. Daniel 2: 44. | 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent ye, and believe the gospel. Mark 1: 15. 
Vv.3. The voice of one crying. The voice of him 
that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, | 





| make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Isa, 40:3. 


Vv. 4. Raiment of camel’s hair, and a leathern | 
girdle about his loins.——And they answered him, He | 
was a hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his | 
loins, And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. 2 Kings 1: 8. 


| ——And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets | 


shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he hath 
prophesied, neither shall they wear a rough garment to deceive. 
Zech. 13: 4. 

Locusts, Even these of them ye may eat; the locust 
after his kind, and the bald locust after his kind, and the beetle | 





Wild honey. 
and there was honey upon the ground. And when the people 
were come into the wood, behold, the honey dropped. 
14: 25, 26. 


V.5. Jerusalem, and all Judea. And there went 
out unto him all the land of Judea, and they of Jerusalem, and 
were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing 
their sins, Mark 1: 5. 

V.6. Baptized of him.——John verily baptized with 
the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they 
should believe on him which should come after him, that is on 
Christ Jesus. Acts 19: 4, 

Vv. 7. The wrath to come.-——Thou... after thy 
hardness and impenitent heart, treasurest up unto thyself wrath 
against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God. ... Unto them that are contentious and do 
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and 
wrath. Rom. 2: 5,8.——And the kings of the earth, and the 
great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bond man, and every free man, hid 
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; and 
said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from 
the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb. For the great day of his wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand? Rev.6: 15, 16, 17. 


V.8. Meet for repentance. Therefore, if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away ; 
behold all things are become new. 2 Cor. 5: 17.——Denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly, in this present life. Titus 2: 12. 

Vv. 9. Abraham to our father.—tThey answered and 
said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, 
If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of A bra- 
ham, John 8: 39.——Know ye therefore that they which are 
of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. Gal. 3: 7. 

v.10, Hewn down.——If it bear fruit, well ; and if not, 
then after that thou shalt cut itdown. Luke 13; 9. If a man 
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered ; 
and men gather them and cast them into the fire, and they are 
burned, John 15: 6. 





1 Sam. 

















12. Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge 


his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

13, Then cometh Jesus front Galilee to Jordan unto John, 
to be baptized of him. 

14, But John forbade him, saying, I have need to be baptized 
of thee, and comest thou to me? 

15. And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so 
now ; for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness. Then 
he suffered him. 

16. And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway 
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and light- 
ing upon him : 

17, And le a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Matt. 3; 1. In those days.— 





John, the son ot Zacharias, in the wilderness, Luke 3:1, 2. 


Came John the Baptist.=— Behold, I will send my mes- 


senger, and he shall prepare the way before me; and the Lord 


whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in; behold, he 


The beginning of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, the son of God, Mark 1: 1——Now in 
the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Cesar, Pontius Pilate 
being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, 
and his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and of the region of 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene, Annas and 
Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto eS A 


| Fire.——But who may abide the day of his coming? and 
| who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s 
| fire, and like fuller’s soap. Mal. 3: 2. The fire shall try 

every man’s work of what sort it is. 1 Cor.3: 13.——The 
| Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
| angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Thess. 1:7, 8. 


v.12 The chaff. 








burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch. Mal. 4: 1. 


V.15. Fulfil all righteousness, 








destroy, but to fulfil. 


guilty of all, Jas. 2: 10. 


v.16. Lighting upon him. 





God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a 


voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son 
, | in whom I am well pleased. 
| heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount 


after his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind. Lev. 11; 22. 
And all they of the land came to a wood; | 


For, behold, the day cometh that 
| shall burn as an oven ; and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
| wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall | of Palestine to some distance above Jericho. 


Think not that I 
am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to | to the tribe of Judah. From “Galilee to Jordan” seems to 
For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law till all be fulfilled. Matt. 5: 17, 18.——Whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 


And the spirit of the 
Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and under- 
| standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowl- 


| We have also a more sure word of prophecy ; whereunto ye do 
shall come, saith the Lord of. Hosta. Mal. 3: 1.——John did | well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 


hearts. -1 Peter 1: 17, 18, 19. 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


This lesson follows immediately the lesson of last week in 
the text of Matthew’s Gospel; but the gap between the two 
is very great: it includes at least nine-tenths of the entire 
earthly life of Jesus. Luke (2:39-52) gives a single glimpse 
of the intervening period, and in a few words sums up the 
story of the childhood of Jesus; but the Gospels are 
strangely silent concerning all the years of the life of the 
Son of man, from his infancy to the beginning of his public 
ministry. 

Nothing is more marked in the fourfold story of Jesus 
than its silence on so much that we should be glad to know. 
That this silence is intentional cannot be doubted ; for if one 
were to attempt the story of an earthly hero he would natu- 
rally tell more about his childhood, and more about his 
progress toward manhood, than is told by the inspired writers 
about Jesus. It’is evident that there is a divine purpose in 
this reticence of the evangelists. We are permitted to know 
just what it is best for us to know, and nothing more. We 
learn of the miraculous birth of Jesus; of his adoration by 
the magi; of his persecution by Herod; of his welcome in 
the temple by the waiting Simeon and Anna; of his study 
with the rabbins in the divinity school; of his obedience to 
his parents; of his growth in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man. What more need we know? 

Of the thirty and three years or more of the earthly life 
of Jesus, probably less than half a year is recorded in the 
Gospel story. With so much kept back, there is no wonder 
that John declares: “There are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every 
one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain 
the books that should be written.” 

The early home of Jesus was Nazareth (Matt. 2: 23; 
Luke 2: 39, 51). “In those days,” referred to at the opening 
of this lesson, is while Jesus was a resident of Nazareth. 
Luke defines the time more nearly: “In the fifteenth year 
of the reign of Tiberius Cesar, Pontius Pilate being gov- 
ernor of Judea, and Herod [Antipas] being tetrarch of 
Galilee, and his brother [Herod] Philip tetrarch of Iturea 
and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanius the tetrarch 
of Abilene, Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests.” As 
Tiberius began to reign alone A. D. 14, this would make the 
date A. D. 27 or 28. Jesus was now about thirty years old 
(Luke 3: 23), which was the age of fullest Jewish manhood. 
Nazareth then, as always, was an inconspicuous village 
among the hills of Galilee. It is now most easily reached 
from Haifa, under Carmel, or Acre, Akka, Accho, or St. 
Jean d’ Acre, the ancient Ptolemais, on the other side of the 
bay from Haifa, being six and a half hours frem Acre, and 
an hour or so less from Haifa. Mt. Tabor is about two hours 
west of Nazareth, and the lower end of L»ke Tiberias about 
three hours still farther west; Nazareth being about on the 
same east and west line. In Nazareth is now a flourishing 
Protestant church, 

John the Baptist was the son of Zacharias, a priest, and 
Elizabeth, a cousin of Mary the mother of Jesus. He was a 
few months the senior of Jesus. His birth, its angelic 
announcement, and the miraculous signs which attended it 
are related in the first chapter of Luke. Malachi h 
prophesied his coming as “ Elijah the prophet,” to be the fore- 
runner of Christ; and his dress, as mentioned in this lesson, 
is like that described as worn by Elijah. 

As John’s early life was passed in Judea, and that of Jesus 
in Galilee, it is not probable that the two were together in 
their childhood. Indeed, the words of John, as recordedin 
| John 1: 29-33, would seem to indicate that they met as 
strangers in the wilderness of Judea. 

The wilderness of Judea generally included the almost 
barren land south and west of Jerusalem, full of hills, cliffs, 
and wadies; rocky, rough, and hard to travel in; scantily 
provided with water, and dangerous both from wild beasts 
and robbers. It extends from nearly the southernmost limits 

Judea, in the 
| sense of our lesson, is the Roman territorial division; the 
third division of Palestine; south of Samaria, aiid west of the 
Jordan. It included more than the land anciently allotted 





show that the lower parts of Jordan were called “Jordan,” 
while the upper parts took their name from the Lake of 
Galilee. hangcete alll NRE, 

CRITICAL NOTES. 


BY A. C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 





| PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


edge and of the fear of the Lord. Isa. 11: 2. (1.) And in those days cometh John the Baptist, making 
A voice from heaven.——For he received from proclamation in the wilder..css of Judea, (2.) saying, Re- 


pent ye, for the kingdom of heaven hath come near. (3.) For 
this is he who was spoken of through Isaiah the prophet, 


And this yeice which came from | 8#Ying: 


The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 
Make straight his paths. 
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\4.) Now, John himself had his clothing of camel’s hair, 
and a girdle of skin about his loins, and his food was locusts 
and wild honey. (5.) Then there went forth [kept going 
forth] to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region 
around the Jordan. (6.) And were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, acknowledging their sins. (7.) But seeing 
many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, 
he said to them, Race of vipers, who warned you to flee from 
the coming wrath? (8.) Produce, therefore, fruit worthy of 
repentance; (9.) and think not to say in yourselves, We 
have Abraham asa father: for I say unto you that God is 
able out of these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 

10.) And already the axe is lying at the root of the trees: 
every tree, therefore, that produceth not good fruit, is erft 
down, and cast into the fire. (11.) I, indeed, baptize you in 
water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to carry: he will 
baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire. (12.) Whose fan is 
in his hand, and he will cleanse thoroughly his threshing 
floor, and will gather his wheat into the store-honse, but the 
chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire. (13.) Then 
cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan, unto John, to 
be baptized by him. (14.) But John sought to hinder him, 
saying, I have need to be baptized by thee, and comest thou 
to me? (15.) But Jesus, answering, said to him, Suffer it 
now: for thus it is befitting to us to fulfill all righteousness. 
Then he suffereth him. (16.) And Jesus, on being baptized, 
went up immediately from the water: and lo, the heavens 
were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descend- 
ing like a dove, and coming upon him. (17.) And lo, a voice 
out of the heavens, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I have placed my delight. 

NOTES. 

Verse 1.—Jn those days.—After the Hebrew style, a loose 
determination of time, implying something following upon 
the last previously mentioned state of things: here the first 
event that broke the continuity of Jesus’ residence in Naza- 
reth.— The Baptist: strictly, the Baptizer cometh, presenteth 
himself, appeareth: the historical present, used vividly for 
the past.— Making proclamation : crying, proclaiming as a her- 
ald.—The wilderness of Judea: the sparsely peopled region 
in the southern valley of the Jordan, southeast of Jerusalem. 

Verse 2.— Repent. Implying that change of mind, or moral 
transformation which leads to a new life. It of course implies, 
though it does not directly express, regret or sorrow for the 
past. Another word often rendered in the New Testament 
“repent” means simple regret for what one has done, as 
2 Cor. 7:8. John’s “repentance” was of the Old rather than 
the New Testament type.—The kingdom <j }caven, or of the 
heavens. The kingdom which the God of neuven was to set 
up, supreme over all earthly kingdoms, about to be inaugu- 
rated by the Messiah, and of which neither John nor the 
Jews generally apprehended the thoroughly spiritual nature. 
Christ’s kingdom was, and is in the world, but not of it. 

Verse 3.— This is he. The evangelist applies to John Isaiah’s 
animated figure of a herald of Jehovah, appearing to prepare 
his way in bringing back his people from Babylon. The 
ideai and figurative herald of the typical restoration becomes 
the real herald of the antitypical and spiritual restoration. 
John, as the harbinger of the Messiah, answers to the supposed 
harbinger of the return from the Captivity. In Malachi 4; 5 he 
appears as Elijah (Matt. 16: 10).—Jn the wilderness. In the 
Hebrew original this belongs, as shown by the parallelism, to 
“make ready.” But the sense is not materially modified.— 
Make ready the way. In the march or journeys of the oriental 
monarchs, heralds are sent forward to see that the roads are 
smoothed by leveling hills, filling valleys, straightening 
crooked ways, and removing obstructions. This is conceived 
here morally. 

Verse 4.—Camel’s hair: probably a coarse cloth woven of 
the camel’s hair.— A leathern girdle (2 Kings 1: 8).—Locusts : 
Food of the poor in Palestine and Syria, and permitted by 
the law (Lev. 11: 21).— Wild honey. Either honey found in 
the hollow of trees and rocks (1 Sam. 14: 25; Psa. 81:16), 
or perhaps tree honey, which issues from palms, figs, and other 
trees. Meyer prefers the.latter view. In dress, character, 
and mode ot life, John strikingly resembles Elijah. 


Verses 5, 6.—There kept going forth. The people of Jeru- 
salem and Judea, and the country around the Jordan, flocked 
to him in great numbers. The tense of the verb represents 
them as continuously going forth. The repeated “all ” is, of 
course, to be taken popularly.— Baptized : probably not as the 
continuance of any pre-existing rite, but as directly enjoined 
of God. John’s baptism commenced with him, and was finally 
merged in that full Christian baptism, of which it contained 
the essence. The baptism was in the name of the Messiah 


and distinct confession of their sins, probably individualizing 
their special forms of trangression, and receiving from John 
corresponding admonitions (Luke 3: 11-14). 

Verses 7-9.—Pharisees: ostentatiously and hypocritically 


righteous.—Sadducees: ostentatiously skeptical and unbe- | 
Both classes, therefore, specially hardened, and | 


lieving, 


demanding special severity of treatment, and who, as classes, 


rejected him and his Master.— Coming to his baptism : coming | magnitude of his work for human salvation than his coming ! are dealing with a life in which there was no waste. Indeed, 





to be baptized by him. It was called John’s baptism, as being 
a distinguishing characteristic of his preaching.— Race: brood 
of vipers. Deceitful and malignant men ; at once crafty and 
malicious, like the serpents (12:34; 23:33; Isa. 14: 29; 
59: 5).— Who warned you. An expression of his conviction 
of their exceeding wickedness, and of their unlikelihood, as 
a class, to be found among penitent persons. Only a miracle 
of gracious power could have brought them to him.—The 
coming or impending wrath. That divine vengeance which was 
to fall upon the Jewish nation unless they repented (Luke 


13: 1-5; 1 Thess. 2: 16), but which finds its fuller meaning in | 


the future and eternal wrath which will visit the incorrigibly 
impenitent (1 Thess. 1: 10 ; 2 Thess. 1: 8; Rom.2:8). The 
“wrath” is here put for punishment ; the cause for the effect. 
—Frwit worthy of repentance: righteous conduct, the fitting 
expression of an inward spiritual change.— Think not to say: 
dream not of saying even inwardly.— Abraham as our father. 
The Jews relied greatly on their descent from Abraham, and 
deemed that, as his seed, they had a natural claim to the 
blessings of the Messiah’s kingdom. They were the rightful 
“sons of the kingdom ” (Matt. 8: 11, 12; John 8: 33, seq).— 
Out of these stones : pointing to the stones on the ground. John 
exbukes forcibly their blind confidence in their position, by 
reminding them of that unlimited divine power which, with 
absolute care, can put others in their place. If need be, out 
of the very stones of the desert he could raise up a new 
posterity to Abraham. 

Verse 10.—Already the axe lieth, An axe, lying near the 
root of the tree, marks the woodman’s purpose to cut it down, 
and that at once. Such is the condition of the impenitent 
Jews. Their destruction, upléess they repent, is speedy, as 
the fall of the tree by which already lies the axe of the 
woodman. Its fall and conversion into fuel can be averted 
only by its producing good fruit. 

Verses 11, 12.—Baptize you in water; as a mere outward 
symbol of purification.—Jn the Holy Spirit, as the efficient 
agent, and in fire, as the highest symbol, of purification. I 
so understand “fire” here, rather than as expressive of 
wrath and punishment, notwithstanding what immediately 
precedes and follows. Baptizing in the Spirit has various 
forms. It is the inward spiritual baptizing of which every 
believer is the subject, and the outward miraculous baptizing, 
like that of the Pentecost. John’s inferiority to this great 
personage is forcibly represented by his unfitness to render 
to him even the menial service of bearing his shoes.—Fan: 
or winnowing shovel.—In his hand: ready for use.—Thresh- 
ing-floor: more immediately, Palestine: then the whole 
world.—His wheat, the righteous ; the chaff, the wicked.— Un- 
quenchable teaches, indirectly, the irretrievableness of future 
punishment (vs. 13, 14). Jesus comes to John for baptism. 
It'was his duty as an Israelite to submit to this divinely 
appointed ordinance. God,makes it the occasion of his 
spiritual anointing, and public setting apart to his messianic 
work. He himself submitted to that ordinance of baptism 
which was to be the standing rite for admission to his king- 
dom.—Sought to hinder him: would fain have hindered him; 
shrank from baptizing one so immeasurably his superior.— 
Have need, etc. Our relation should be reversed: you should 
be the baptizer, I the baptized. A simple expression of his 
sense of inferiority. 

Verse 15.—Suffer 2% now. Jesus does not disclaim the 
alleged superiority ; but now this consideration is to be waived. 
In their official positions it was fitting that Christ should 
receive this rite at the hands of John, It was a matter, not 
of personal worthiness, but of divine appointment. It was 
part of the righteousness which Christ’s relations to the work 
he had undertaken, required him to fuifill. The “ befitting ” 
or “becoming” here refers not to John’s duty, but to Christ’s. 
He must be baptized, and therefore John must baptize him.— 
He suffereth him : waiving his objections, and recognizing sub- 
mission and obedience as his first duty. 

Verses 16, 17.— Went up from the water: not out of the 
water, although he had certainly been in it.—The heavens 
were opened. The visible heavens appeared to John’s and 
Jesus’ eyes to open.— He saw. I[ think, John, not Jesus, 
The Greek idiom will bear this easier than the English 
(otherwise, Meyer and many interpreters.)— The Spirit of God, 
with which he was now visibly, copiously, and permanently 
anointed.— As a dove : not merely in gentle, gliding motion, 
but in bodily form (Luke 3:22). The dove became the 
symbol of the Spirit.—A voice out of the heavens: from the 
visible heavens above them ; whether audible to others besides 
John and Jesus we are not informed. As a miracle it could 
be easily confined to them: 


| fittingly addressed to all (John 12: 28, 29).— My beloved Son. 
| The Father’s favorite testimony to Jesus (Matt. 17 : 5).— 


| 


that was to come (Acts 19: 4).—Acknowledging. Meking exal I placed my delight: that is, at the time when he came into the 


relation which he now sustains. 


I placed my delight in him 
then, and still delight in him. 





CHRIST’S PUBLIC ENTRANCE ON HIS 
MINISTRY. 
BY PRESIDENT JOHN F. HURST, D.D. 
No act in the life of our Lord is more suggestive of the 











as a testimony if might be | 


| does it occupy in our Lord’s wonderful career? 


} 


to John for baptism. [t was his own unsuggested and deter- 
mined approach. To the purely critical eye, it would appear 
to be an acknowledgment of submission quite incompatible 
with his divine character and the redeeming mission now 
before him. For this reason the skeptics have always regarded 
it one of their best points of attack. But whatever else skep- 
ticiazm may have, it has always been lacking in two things; 
first, it has been devoid of clear eyesight ; and, second, it has 
never been able to understand the correlation of truths. If 
the ev lists—any one of whom gives a minute account of 
Christ’s baptism by John—had been intending to attribute to 
Christ a character and ministry which did not belong to him, 
they would not have introduced this scene. They would not 
have put upon record anything that would indicate a transition 
in that divine life. They would have left out every intimation 
that there could be an ascent from a lower to a higher stage 
in a supernatural career. Further, the skeptical critics, 
always overlooking the high art of placing truth beside truth, 
and never appreciating the nexus of the divine revelation, 
could not see that this very acknowledgment of John’s office 
and mission was one of the clearest fulfillments of prophecy ; 
that the growth of Christ from subjection to supremacy was 
a necessity involved in his human conditions; and that the 
descent of the Spirit at his baptism was itself a prophecy of 
the universal descent at Pentecost. 


But there is too much on the positive side of this great 
transitional event in our Lord’s life to delay upon the soph- 
istries of skeptical criticism. We notice, 

1. The need of the human herald of Christ.—Though our 
Lord came in the fullness of the time, the time was not ready for 
him, so far as his own people were concerned. The popular 
heart was intensely cold and unrepentant. A certain measure 
of national disaster will bring repentance and reformation. 
People read chastisement in theirsorrows. They see a divine 
meaning. But without spiritual guides, and with the contin- 
uance of national calamities, and especially the loss of inde- 
pendence, there comes on the long religious indifference. 
This was the case in Germany during the thirty years’ war. 
In 1648, when peace at last came, the country was as desolate 
in religious life and aspiration as it was in natural strength. 
It was a total wreck. Precisely the same law operated, only 
to an infinitely longer extent, in Palestine, before the incar- 
nation. It had been centuries since there had been even a 
semblance of national independence. The Maccabeean spasm 
of autonomy lasted just lang enough to remind the people of 
David's reign, and it left the land worse than when it began. 
The entire population were obdurate. John spoke none too 
plainly when he called them “a generation of vipers.” He 
used the strongest denunciations to lead the people to intro- 
spection. Multitudes were convinced, and came to his bap- 
tism. This was the just preparation for Christ’s truth. The 
land had to be plowed before the grain could be sown ; so, when 
the Great Teacher began to speak, he was gladly heard. The 
popular heart was softened. It was prepared for the truth, 
and to be an honest witness of Christ’s miracles. Just this 
human message is always necessary for the final work of 
Christ himself. Here lies the whole philosophy of the Chris- 
tian ministry. Were it in harmony with the system in which 
we live, and with our own nature, Christ could operate directly 
on the heart without the human instrument. But he acts not 
on this wise. He seldom has done it. He requires of man 
that he go before him, and do all that the human voice can 
do, and then he comes to complete the order of salvation. 
This is the royalty which he confers on his servants of every 
name. He divides with man, giving him as much as he can 
do and bear, in the great work of saving men. 


2. The human preparation of Christ for his work.—We 
know but little of the way in which Christ had spent thirty 
years of his life,—that life which, if wo dare measure it by 
years, was now drawing toward its close. From the time 
when Joseph and Mary took the child Jesus back from 
Egypt to Palestine, and went to Galilee, and dwelt in 
Nazareth, there is but a single mention, during all the years, 
until the baptism by John. This memorable incident, given 
by Luke, is of just that kind which deads us to see that his 
deveiopment had its human character, and yet that the divine 
consciousness was already beginning to arrest its preroga- 
tives. He was but twelve years old, and yet he sat, of his 
own volition, in the midst of the teachers in the temple, 
hearing them and asking them questions, and astonishing all 
by his “understanding and answers.” Then, for eighteen years, 
we have not asyllable concerning him. He went home to 
Nazareth, and was subject to Joseph and Mary, and was 
recognized later, in the midst of his ministry, as the carpen- 
ter’s son. What means this long subjection? What place 
Just this 
was the time when he came in daily and equal contact with 


| others, and when he saw human life and its awful needs. 
| He had the opportunity for the solitude which he ever loved, 


and which he frequently sought later, though often inter- 
rupted, after being with the multitude. He saw, and grew 
up amid, all the conditions which surrounded him in his 
later ministry. He waited until the priestly age, when he 
could begin his ministry. But he did more than wait. We 
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God is never known to allow superfluities in his work. Even 
the fragments from the loaves and fishes are not forgotten. 
There is no such a thing as a fragment in the great realm of 
the divine government. Everything counts as a full unit. So 
every day in Christ’s life in Nazareth counts for something. 
There was not an hour in all those silent years that did not 
have its bearing upon Christ's later sublime ministry. 

3. The subjection of the servant to the Master.-No wonder 
John was how unwilling to baptize Chirst. He knew instantly 
The quiek eye of 
faith saw its object, andthere was no need for introduction or 
question. 


who was now coming to him for baptism. 


This was a time when the thoughts came rapidly. 
John, the herald running before the royal chariot, paused a 
His sense of his own 
humanity repelled the thought of baptizing Christ,—the 
inferior performing an administrative act upon the superior, 


moment, and saw the King approach. 


—but his humility was satisfied by one of those delicate 
touches of love, which the Master knew so well how to give: 
“Suffer it to be so now.” It is not just what either of us 
might desire as strictly according to my mission, which you 
have been heralding, but we must go according to the regula- 
tion of the system in which we both live: “for thus it 
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” 

This act of baptism was soon over, and John immediately 
He no 


begins his retirement. He had done his great work. 


longer occupies a prominent place in the Gospels. His office 
was to cry aloud as a watchman. When the day came, there 
was no need for his voice. Now and then we hear of him, 
but he is always the same bold and fearless man, and always 
declining farther and farther back toward his tragical death. 
Why did not Jesus call him into his service as a disciple ? 
Who would have been more worthy and fitting? We may 
ask: ‘Why does not every man who is great in one sphere 
receive command to do great service in another?” Men are 
Tillotson says of 
our Lord’s parables, that they are like spheres, only touching 
the plane at one point, and that we err in trying to make 
them teach everything, and spreading them over the whole 
surface of truth. 

John withdrew as the true servant. 


ever came to him, 


usually successful in only one department. 


No jealous thought 
He knew what Christ was doing and say- 
ing. He knew that his herald voice had no touch of the 
divinity of that other Voice which now! was speaking new 
truths to men, and was gathering the multitudes from the 
whole land. John’s immediate disciples, knowing less, were 
a little troubled about the declining prestige of their master, 
and so they went to him with their little, narrow thoughts. 
‘They said: “ All men are come to him,”’—to this one whom 
you yourself baptized. John called to their minds that he 
had said of himself that he was not the bridegroom, but 
only the bridegroom’s friend ; that, as a friend, he rejoiced 
justly because of the bridegroom’s voice: “This my joy, 
therefore, is fulfilled.”’ Then he summed up his Lord’s great 
ministry and his own closing one in those beautiful words : 
‘* He must increase, but I must decrease.”” He here recog- 
nized his work as about ending. He retired with dignity 
and ease, and with a glowing tribute to our Lord’s divinity. 
He had the instinct of the true teacher. That one who would 
not rather see his disciple surpass him in memorable service 
for humanity is far too small for his position. Michael An- 
gelo’s monument in the Westminster Abbey of Florence is 
magnificent, and attracts all eyes; but his humble teacher lies 
beneath a slab of the church floor, and the very name is worn 
by the feet of worshippers during the centuries. Who will 
complain that the two are misplaced? The teacher did his 
work well, and shines too in the fame of the master. But 
the disciple had what the master never had. So He who had 
been baptized by John, possessed what John did not have, 
and the beauty of John’s ministry lay in a recognition of this 
fact. He knew as well how to close his life as he had known 
how to begin it. 


[ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 


In those days came John . . . preaching ia the wilderness 
(v. 1). John didn’t wait to be “called” to a fashionable 
synagogue. Hedidn’t go as a “candidate,” from one synagogue 
to another, looking up a people who liked his style as a 
preacher. He had a message from God to sinners; and 
wherever he found sinners he gave them God’s message, 
whetherthey went to the synagogue or not. John wasa peculiar 
man, and a peculiar preacher. There is no doubt about that. 
He was peculiarly inspired. He hada peculiar mission. He 
lived ina peculiar time. There was a peculiar state of things 
in the church and in the world just then. His way would not 
be deemed exactly suited to the present age. Indeed, there 
is little danger of its being generally adopted by preachers 
of to-day. But the need of wilderness and wayside preaching 
has not yet passed away. There are sinners outside of the 
regular congregations who ought to hear God’s message. If 
the gospel is not proclaimed except to those who come into 
our churches and our Sunday-schools asking to hear it, a 
great many will be as badly off as before John the Baptist 
began his work. Even if John himself would be out of 
place among us in this generation, there is an evident opening 
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for Christian service very much in his line of effort. Who 
will undertake it? 

Saying, Repen' ye (v.2). If a preacher doesn’t tell sinners of 
their danger and their duty,what is he good for? His business is 
one of warning and directing,not of complimenting and sooth- 
ing. He issent of God to show lost men how to be saved. It is 
not for him to talk as if they had never been lost, or as if they 
were already saved. A physician would be worse than worth- 
less if he should try to merely comfort his patients, instead 
of showing them a way of cure. It would be as bad as murder 
for a man to shrink from alarming the inmates of a burning 
house at midaight, instead of crying, “ Fire! fire! turn out, 


you're all afire!” ‘Repent ye!” is the preacher’s fitting 


call tosinners. “God . . . commandeth all men everywhere 
to repent.” ‘“ Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 
God’s messenger ought to repeat God's message fearlessly 
and faithfully. 
They sometimes have it in mind when the preacher seems 
to have forgotten it. Smooth words from a preacher do not 
command attention like plain words. Even if a preacher 
thinks that his hearers are in no need of repentance, they 
know better. In the long run the faithful preacher is the 
trusted preacher. If, indeed, you find a preacher anywhere 
whom the multitude are always ready to listen to, whose 
message seems to reach high and low alike, and who holds 
the interest of his hearers unfailingly, you may be sure that 
he gives prominence to the message of John in the wilder- 
ness, “ Repent ye.” The preacher of soft words is out of 
place amoug sinners—in the wilderness or in the synagogue. 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord (vy. 3). God doesn’t need 
man’s help in anything; but he chooses to call for it in a 
great many things. And when God does leave a place for 
man’s work, man must do his part—or take the consequences. 
God is ready to give a crop to the farmer ; but he calls on the 
farmer to plow and plant and harrow and hoe in preparing 
the way for God’s sun and shower, and power of increase. If 
the farmer fails to so prepare the way of the Lord for a 
God is 
ready to give a blessing on our homes; but we must prepare 


harvest, he must prepare for a famine—or starve. 


the way of the Lord for a blessing there, by our love and our 
faithfulness and our industry. It is not enough to hang up a 
framed chromo on the dining-room walls: “God bless our 
home!” As in the field and in the home, so in our hearts. 
If we want God’s presence and blessing there, we must pre- 
pare the way for them. We must plan to find room for the 
Lord in our hearts. We must make ready to do his bidding. 
We must decide to give up all habits of life that are incon- 
sistent with his service. We must make a proffer of our- 
selves, of our time, of our talents, of all our possessions, to 
the Lord. If we refuse to do this, we must not wonder that 
whoever else has a blessing we are without it. 


Then went out to him Jerusalemy and all Judea; . . . con- 
fessing their sins (v.5, 6). If a preacher will go out after the 
people, the people are more likely to go out after him. He 
who would be a “drawing” preacher, must first be a “ hitch- 
ing on” preacher. As Dr. Chalmers put it: “A house- 
going minister makes a church-going people.” The way to 
bring the masses to desire gospel privileges is to carry a 
specimen of gospel privileges to the masses. If you would 
fill up a Sunday-school with scholars, you must fill up the 
houses and streets round about with kind words and loving 
looks and hearty invitations from dead-in-earnest teachers. 
And if once the outside sinners turn toward the gospel 
preacher, or teacher, you may be sure they will come “ con- 
fessing their sins.” Not one of them can face the Bible 
standard of hol ness and say, “ lam without sin, according to 
that standard.” John the Baptist’s methods with John 
the Baptist’s message will reach and draw the multitudes if 
anything will. 

Bring forth . . . frwits meet for repentance (v. 8). It is not 
coming into the inquiry meeting that proves a sinner’s 
penitence : nor is it what he says there about his sorrow for 
his sins. The real test is in his conduct after he has made 
his confession of sin. If he has wronged anybody, and now 
sees it, let him make restitution accordingly. If he has been 
in an evil course, let him abandon it forthwith, even if it 
brings him to poverty, or to disgrace, to do so. True peni- 
tence for sin ought to show itself in fruits that nobody can 
have any doubt about. The converted man ought to be more 
honest, more truthful, more generous, more pure, more rever- 
ent, than before he was converted. If he sells apples or pota- 
toes, they will now be as good at the bottom of the basket as on 
top. If heis a carpenter, his contract work will no longer need 
watching ; but it would bear it. As a servant, or a clerk, or a 
husband and father, he will give evidence, in his new life, that 
he is a changed man—an improved one. His course in little 
things and in larger will bring forth fruits meet for repentance 


for it. 

Think not to say,... We have Abraham to our father 
(v. 9). It isa good thing to have had a good ancestry ; but 
it is not enough of a thing to rest on—for this life or for the 
next one. A godly father or a praying mother is something 
to be grateful for ; but that in itself will net justify godless- 
ness or a neglect of prayer on the son’s part. Yet there is a 





And sinners are not unaware of this truth. | 


—worthy of his confession of sin, and of his avowed sorrow | 


great deal of this trusting to one’s family or social or church 
| connections, long since the days of the Pharisees. “TI tell 
| you,” said a reprobate son to a minister who talked with him 
| of his evil course, “I’ve great faith in my good mother’s 
prayers.” And soon after that, the wayward son died 

wretchedly of delirium tremens. Instead of trusting himself 
| to his mother’s Saviour, he rested himself on his mother’s 
prayers. Jchn the Baptist warned against such a mistake as 
| that. It is not enough to be a member of the Presbyterian 
church, or the Baptist church, or the Methodist church, or 
the Episcopal church, or the Lutheran church, or the Roman 
Catholic church, or of any other church. God could raise 
up members of that denomination out of stones; and mem- 
bers of that denomination can have as little religion in them 
| as stones that have not been raised up. The question is not, 
What was your parentage? or, To what church do you 
belong? but What is your character? and Whom do you 
trust for salvation ? 


TEACHING HINTS. 
This lesson presents. Jesus approved as the Messiah—as 
| the Saviour of the world. First, the need of him is sug- 
| gested. Sin exists. Sinners are called to repent. Crooked 
ways are to be made straight. 

Then his work is declared. He is to bring sinners to the 
| test of their characters. “ His fan is in his hand.’ Evil is 
to be condemned. Righteousness is to be approved. And 
he is to make holy those who turn to him, by the power of 
the Holy Ghost. 

That there may be no question of his place and power as a 
Saviour, the heavens are opened, and the voice of God is 
heard affirming that Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God, 
while the Holy Ghost comes down to abide with the recog- 
nized Redeemer. 

John’s three calls to sinners are as timely to-day as when 
first uttered: “ Repent;” “Prepare the way;” “ Bring forth 
fruits.” So also are his three warnings: “Think not to 
say ;” “The axe is laid unto the root;” “He will burn up 
the chaff.” His three assurances of comfort are not less so: 
“God is able;” “He shall baptize with the Holy Ghost ;” 
“ He will gather his wheat.” 

All need aSaviour. None are without sin. The call to 
repent is to all. God is able to do anything. He provides a 
way of salvation for whoever will avail himself of it. He 
points out Jesus of Nazareth as that Saviour. Whoever 
would be saved, must repent of his sins, and show his repent- 
ance by conduct worthy of the name. 

And here we also see Jesus as an example, taking a step 
which puts him before the world as an avowed child of God, 
as openly professing his readiness to fulfil all righteousness. 
If he deemed it his duty to pursue this course, who will feel him- 
self exempt from the same obligation? Why shouldn’t Jesus 
have said, “ My life will show which side I am.pn; it is un- 
necessary for me to make a formal confession of my faith ?” 
Who will dare to refrain from a step which Jesus deemed the 
duty of every child of God? 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


In teaching this lesson, in order to establish connection 
with previous ones, and to give a continuous idea of all we 
know of the early life of Christ, tell or ask for the story of 
the boy in the temple. Tell why he went to Jerusalem, his 
age, briefly explain the passover, the visit, the return, the 
missing boy, the search, where found, what he was doing. 
Give the first recorded words from his lips, a question and 
example for all. Doing his Father’s business, he was an 
obedient child, subject to his parents, working quietly, indus- 
triously, at the trade of a carpenter, helping to make, as 
carpenters did, yokes for oxen and plows for the fields; 
and so he worked until he was thirty years old. Then he 
was just the age thai ine priests were when they began to 
minister; Jesus kept every law, and although he had no sins 
to confess, he was baptized before he began publicly to work. 

For very little ones it will be enough to give the story of 
John’s coming and the baptism of Jesus, omitting all that is 
contained in verses 7 to 12 inclusive. Older children, who 
were before familiar with the main facts, may be taught more 
fully, and so more is included in these “ Hints,” from which 
teachers may select or omit. 

When the child of Bethlehem had grown to be thirty years 
old, a man named John came preaching through the open 
country of Judea. He seemed to be a strange preacher ; but 
he was known by those who had studied the Old Testament, 
for it was written by the prophets that a messenger should 
| come to prepare the way of the Lord. 
words. Read Isaiah 40: 3-5. 





These are the very 
It was all true when John 


came. Who was he? It was not the disciple John who gave 
That John wrote about this one, 
and said, ‘“ There was a man sent from God whose name was 
| John ;” and then he tells why he was sent, for he says, “The 
| same came for a witness, to bear witness of the light.” He 

is called a messenger because he came to prepare the way for 
In olden times, when a king was coming, men were 


us the pictures of heaven. 


J esus. 
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sent before to clear the roads, to cut.,down trees, to fill up 
deep places in the way, to smooth rough places, and make the 
path easy for the royal party to come over the highways. So 
John was sent to preach to the people to put away their sins, 
to turn from all proud and crooked ways, and hear and believe 
the words of life that the messiah king should speak. John 
was called a witness, for he told over and over what we learn 
to-day, and told them to “ Behold the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sins of the world.” He is called John the 
Baptist because when he preached he also baptized those who | 
His mother was a cousin | 





repented and confessed their sins. 
of Mary the mother of Jesus, and he was just six months 
older than Jesus Christ. What do we know about him? We 
are told how he looked, what he said, and what he did. He 
wore a long loose robe of coarse rough cloth woven of camel’s 
hair, often called sackcloth, fastened at the waist by a girdle 
of leather, a strip cut from the skin of some animal. He 
went back and forth through the wilderness or open country, 
and ate such food as he could easily find: wild honey left by 
the bees in the trees or in clefts of rock, or the sweet gum 
found on some kinds of fruit-trees; and for meat he ate 
They 


are like grasshoppers, and they dry them in the sun, and then 


locusts, as the poor people of those countries do now. 


roast them. We know what John said. 


Everywhere he | 


| order to meet its requirements? 


called to the people, Repent; he told them the kingdom of | 


heaven was at hand. It is to be truly 


sorry, and to turn away from sin and turn to God, asking him 


W hat is it to repent? 
to forgive. Crowds came from cities and towns to hear John, 
and when they heard they obeyed, repented, and confessed 
their sins. What did John do? 

He baptized them in the river Jordan. The water of 
Jordan could not wash away their sins, but it was a sign that 
God would cleanse from sin, as water can wash away stains. 
John said, “I 


Jesus 


One day Jesus came to him to be baptized. 
have need to be baptized of thee, comest thou to me ?”’ 
said, “ Suffer it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
all righteousness.” 

John baptized Jesus. Luke says, “as he was praying,” 
the heavens were opened above him; coming down and resting 
on him was a dove, and a voice from the opened heavens 
which said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” It was the voice of our Father in heaven and the 
Father of our Lord Jesus, who spoke. The dove was the 
Holy Spirit resting on the beloved Son. By the river, and 
again on the mountain-top, God spoke the very words that 
Will 
all think of their precious meaning? No heart can know 
all the love of the Father for the beloved Son. But we know 
that God is love ; we know he so loved the world ; we know 
that those who love Jesus shall be called the sons of God. 
Jesus still says Repent; with those who hear and do, he is 
well pleased. What was Jesus doing as he was baptized? If 
the holy beloved Son prayed, how much we need always to 
pray that he who fulfilled all righteousness will cleanse our 
hearts and help us to bring forth fruits meet for repentance. 


thousands of thousands say to-day in our golden text. 


QUESTION HINTS. 


BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


Verse 1-3.—While Jesus still dwelt in obscurity, who her- | 


alded his coming? Why is he called the Baptist? Was this a 
new or an old ordinance? By what other name is he called, 
and why? (17: 
able between this type and archetype? (v.4; 2 Kings 1: 8.) 
Does the religion of Jesus recognize the love of dress as afriend 
or foe? (1 Tim. 2: 9, 10; 1 Pet. 3: 3-5.) What proportion of 
our time and thought should it consume? May we be justi- 
fied in neglecting the house of God for lack of fashionable 
dress ? 


adopting seasonable dress? Is the resemblance between this 


= 
God? (We are speaking only of voluntary candidates. Our 
lesson does not treat of infant baptism.) How do we know 
that the surroundings in each case are immaterial? (John 
3:23; 4: 1-3.) 

Verse 8.—If baptism is a proof of obedience, why did John 
demand other signs of repentance in the Pharisees and Saddu- 
cees? Describe these sects. Where no counter signs exist, 
and no reason for. suspicion of the heart’s obedience, 
should such demand be made? What spirit did he detect 
and condemn in them? Can pride and self-suffi- 
ciency dwell in the contrite heart? How did he show that 
religion’s requirement is more than a mere profession? 
(v. 10.) 

Verse 11.—By what power must we be overwhelmed in 
What results of this bap- 
(Acts 2: 1-4; 10: 
How will it be e¥idenced in Christians of 


(v. 9.) 


tism were evidenced in the early church ? 
44-46; 19: 1-6.) 
subsequent times? By what symbolism is the refining power 
(Mal. 3: 2, 3.) 
this purging process restricted to the hearts of believers, 
or is it now dividing between the righteous and the wicked ? 
(1 John 2:19.) Therefore is the fulfillment of v. 12 present 
or wholly future. 


of this baptism indicated in this verse ? Is 


The Holy Spirit’s presence is the*con- 
dition, man’s choice the separating power, continually illus- 
trated in the sifting of congregations. 

Verse 13.—F rom where, and with what direct purpose, did 
Jesus seek John? What must we do when obstacles lie 


between us and our duty? What besides faith was mani- 


fested in John’s reluctance? (vy. 14.) What argument 
availed with him? (v. 15.) With whom does Jesus con- 
descend to reason, and with whom will he not? (Luke 22: 


67; John 20: 27, 28.) Was Christ’s baptism essential merely 
to perfect a pattern for us to follow, or also to perfect his 
obedience, as man’s representative, and hence essential to the 
efficacy of his sacrifice? If his obedience had failed at any 
point, what would have been the result to us? 
alone was his baptism a sign of repentance ? 


In what sense 
(Isa. 53: 6.) 

Verse 16.—What symbol of the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost immediately followed his water baptism? Why, on 
this occasion, was the manifestation a dove, rather than 
tongues of fire? Is this baptism of the Spirit ever given 
except in the path of obedience? Without presuming to 
penetrate God’s purposes, can we not see wisdom in the 
arrangement that some direct act of obedience should be made 
the beginning of his service, the door to the visible church ? 
Which baptism is a symbol of a new life? (Rom. 6: 3, 4.) 
Which one is the power to a new life? Which one is abso- 
lutely essential, and which one contingent upon God’s law? 

Verse 17.—How was the Father’s presence and pleasure 
attested? What must we conclude as to the importance of 
the ordinance in the estimation of the triune God? To what 
extent does baptism usher every subject into public life? 
(Matt. 10: 27; Mark 16 : 15.) 
shown fulfilled in this chapter? 


How many prophecies are 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





10-13.) What is the first resemblance notice- | 


Do teachers gain or lose class attendance by haste in 


| REPENT YE. 


BRING FORTH FRUITS. 


EVERY TREE WHICH BRINGETH 
NOT FORTH GOOD FRUIT * 


Is HEWN DOWN! 


type and archetype to be found chiefly in the character of | 


What is the first element in 
(v. 2; Matt. 4: 17.) 
ance, sorrow for sin; or the renunciation thereof; or both | 
How did the repentance of Judas (27 : 3-5) differ ? 

Verse 5.—How large was John’s success in winning hearts 
to repentance? What were the elements of his success ? 


the men or of their missions ? 
true religion ? 


have been the effect thereof? (Mal. 4: 5, 6.) What attri- 
bute of God is revealed in this gift of a forerunner? What 
duty comes between the purpose and the act of renunciation 
of sin? (vy. 6.) What is its time relation to baptism? Must 
our particular sins, or only our sinful condition, be acknowl- 
edged? Is the duty incumbent only before, or also after, 
adoption into God’s family? (James 5: 16.) 
impossible without open confession ? 

Verse 7.—Who came seeking baptism from unworthy 
motives ? 
not ? 


Define baptism. Is it a saving ordinance or 


Is there any efficacy in any religious ordinance 
detached from the spiritual condition implied therein? 


Why, then, is this rite so revered by the Christian 


church? (vy. 15.) Why is it impossible to fulfill all righteous- | 


ness without voluntary acceptance of baptism? If baptism 
is a proof of obedience, is it immaterial whether or not it is 
literally received? If not literally received, does it stand as 
a pledge (or first-fruits) of implicit or of partial obedience to 


Is evangelical repent- | 


Is adoption | 





IT BECOMETE US TO FULFILL 
ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS, 


HAVE YOU 
OF THE SPIRIT? 


THE WITNESS 


If } 
n6 reformation had preceded Christ’s ministry, what would | 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H, HALL. 


A very practical orientalism is found in the word “ repent ” 
| in verse 1. Represented by several Hebrew expressions, the 
word is generally equivalent to the “turn” or “return” 
| the Old Testament. “Turn ye, for why will yedie?” “return 

to the Lord,” and the like, well express the idea. It means 
turn from sin to the right way, and do it with full, honest 
purpose. Let the time past suffice to have wrought the will 
of the flesh. Its first step is one of new and better resolu- 
tion; by no means one of self-afflictioh ; that is a later conse- 
quence. 

The Jewish writings generally agree in such repentance 


theredeemer. Thus “ Fulfilled are the ends [that is, The time 


and good works.” Rabbi Eliezer: “ If the Israelites repent, 
then will they be redeemed; if not, redemption comes 
not.” Rabbi Joshua: “If the Israelites do not repent, then 
God will set over them a king like Haman, whose procedures 
will be very frightful, so that they will turn for amendment.” 
Rabbi Levi: “ Repentance has such power that it reaches up 
even to the throne of the divine majesty, for it is written 
(Hos. 14:1), ‘Return unto the Lord thy God.’” Rabbi 
Jonathan: “Great is repentance; it hasteneth redemption ; 
for it is saifl (Isa. 59: 20), ‘The redeemer shall come to Zion, 
and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob.’ ” 

It is to be remembered that in all these cases, as well as in 
the Hebrew Scriptures, the words “repent” and “ repent- 
ance” are but inadequate translations. They are rather 
explanations, or expressions of the same thing by other 
words. ‘Tous, “repent” and its cognates often present some 
indetiniteness which they really do not have in the Bible. 
It is bad to have a word spoiled by too much philosophical 
discussion. 

Two more extracts are worth citing, as they show that the 
rabbis understood the real thing. In the Mishna we find: 
“ How was the ordering of fasts? The holy ark was borne 
out upon the street, and ashes were sprinkled upon it; also, 
the chief of the high council sprinkled ashes upon their 
But, thereupon, the eldest of them uttered the follow- 
ing impressive declaration : ‘ Brethren, of the Ninevitee it is 
not said, God saw their sackcloth, in which they were wrapped , 
nor even, He saw their fasting; but, He saw their works, 
that they had quitted their bad conduct. Also, the holy 
prophets have thus exhorted us in their divine message: Rend 
your hearts and not your garments !’” 

The other extract: “ What is true repentance? asks Mi- 
monides ; and he gives for answer: When one holds back from 
temptation to wickedness, not at all from fear or inability, 
but from pious purpose. Wherein repentance ? 
When one renounces impiety [or, blasphemy |, turns to another 
frame of mind, and guards himself so as not again to be 
burdened with such guilt, according to” Isaiah 55:7. “ But he 
must confess his sins aloud, and utter the thoughts which his 
heart has conceived.” 


heads. 


consists 


The kingdom of heaven, as the Jews understood it, was the 
full reign of Messiah, when men should return to God (repent, 
of course, is the same thing) and worship him. “ Heaven” 
in the Talmud and other writings, is a frequent substitute for 
the unspeakable name Jehovah. Hence the interchange of 
the two expressions in the Gospels. The scene of the “ king- 
dom of heaven,” as the expression was understood, was on 
this earth, renewed at or after the coming of the Messiah. 

As John began to preach in the wilderness, most editors 
and commentators have taken it for granted that the punctu- 
ation in our English Bible, both in Isaiah 40: 3, and as quoted 
in verse 3 and other places in the Gospels, is correct. But 
the parallelism of the poetry requires another punctuation, - 
thus : 

A voice ¢rying : 

In the wilderness prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Some excellent modern editors and commentators have 
boldly adopted the change, or correction. 
lost, but much is gained. 

From time immemorial it has been the custom, and often 
a most necessary one, to clear the old way or build a new one 
when a royal personage made a journey. Such was the 


Nothing is thus 





of 


being the proper step of preparation for the appearance of | 


is at hand], and redemption depends only upon repentance | 


occasion of the building of the road from the Nile to the 
| Pyramids, which is now a beautiful and pretty well shaded 
| causeway. Such a highway would be prepared in the wilder- 
ness of this world by 1epentance, for the coming of the King 
of glory. Thus would the rough places be made smooth, 
the uneven places plain or level, the valleys exalted, and the 
mountains be made low. 

The clothing and food of John coincide almost exactly 
with those of Elijah; and both to this day are not uncom- 
mon in the East. According to Zechariah 13: 4, the rough 
garment must have been a very common mark of a prophet, 
true or false. After Johp’s time a Jewish sect, the Chasideans 
used to wear the costume of Elijah, wearing a haircloth 
garment next the skin. 


The doers of penance have for ages 
| followed this example ; just as we often see the accidental 
| idiosyncrasies of a great man aped by his weak or foolish 
imitators. The Chasideans were more rigorous than John 
in their external ceremonies. 


They abstained from honey, 
and did other things whose modern counterparts would cause 
a laugh if they were mentioned. 

The different modes of preparing locusts for food in Asia 
|and Africa, need not be detailed here; nor the modes of 
keeping them, with either salt or wine. 


How the Jews used to boast of being children of Abraham 
might be illustrated by many citations. It is only worth 


If a 
Jew did not do certain things, the rabbis said “ he belonged 


while to say that Jesus’ declaration has some parallels. 


to the disciples of Balaam.” 

The threshing-floor ts not without its rabbinic use in illus- 
tration. Rabbi Ishmael taught: “ Like a man who throws 
| up the grain with the winnowing shovel on the threshing- 
floor, and seeks out the profitable and rejects the bad.” 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


All publications received will be promptly noticed under this uead. 
whe interest of our readers will guide us in making further notice. | 


A friend of the late Frances Ridley Maverga:, Mar- 
garet Stewart Simpson, dedicates to her memory a little 
| book called Steps through the Stream, or, Daily Readings 
| for a Month; composed of thirty-one brief meditations, 
_in prose, on as many New Testament texts. The plan 
also includes the standing, on several days, at some well- 
known spot in the Holy Land, and the endeavoring to 
learn a lesson there. The author has not known and 
followed Miss Havergal in vain, for her book shows much 
of the spirit and method familiar to the readers of the 
volumes written by the more familiar hand. (18mo, pp. 
112. London: James Nesbit & Co. Price, 1 shilling.) 





BOOKS. 


Abiding Peace. By A. B. Earle, D.D. 16mo, pp. 126. Boston: James H. 
Karle. Price, Wcen 

On Board the “ Rocket.” By Robert C. Adams. Llustrated. 
345. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. Price, $1.50. 


Short Studies of American Authors. By Thomas Wentworth Higginson. 
lsmo, pp. 0. Boston: Lee & Shepard, Price, 75 cents. 


16mo, pp. 


Foundation Stones for Young Builders; a New Year's book for the boys 
and girls of America. By John Hall, D.D, Illustrated. 16mo, pp. 
179, Philadelphia: American Sunday-school Union. 


The Keys of Sect; or, The Church of the New Testament compared with 
the pects of Modern Christendom. By Julian M. Sturtevant, D.D. 
12mo, pp. v, 413. Boston: Lee & shepard, Price, $1.75. 


Steps Throngh the Stream; or, Dally Readings fora Month. By Mar- 
aret Stewart Simpson. With an introduction by M. F. Barbour. 
llustrated, 18mo, pp. 112, London: James Nisbet & Co, Price, | 
i shilling. 





| Better in every way than the great majority of volumes 
ae | of Shakespearean extracts is Mr. Arthur Gilman’s 
THE JANUARY MAGAZINES. Shakespeare's Morals; which presents a large body of 
wisely chosen and symmetrically arranged passages (not 
The excellent quality of many of the stories printed | y . Lf gerne 
in the January magazines will attract the reader’s notice. 


mere lines or sentences) illustrating, and in great part 

setting forth, Shakespeare’s thoughts on the important 
Of those completed in the current numbers, which will 7 . . . 
repay the time spent in reading them, we mention A 


themes of life and duty. How broad and deep and | 
] : 5 é + just and scriptural those thoughts were, will be a matter 
Little Piece of Heaven, a charming Christmas story, in o¢ surprise to most readers of Mr. Gilman’s useful 
Lippincott’s Magazine; The Ghost of the Nineteenth volume, which is printed with much taste and beauty. 
Century, the plot of which is very cleverly elaborated, in (12mo, cloth, pp. xiv, 265. New York: Dodd, Mead, & 
Harper's Magazine; The Old Woman with a Bag, in the| G, price $1.50.) , ’ , 
same; Tom Hardy (by Mrs, Harding Davis), and Obed’s , 
Subscription, in Good Company; and Thirza, and A “ Per- 
sonal”? and What Came of It, in Scribner’s Monthly. Of 
the serial stories, of course the most attention belongs to 
the opening pages of Mr. Howells’s new novel, The Undis- 
covered Country, in The Atlantic Monthly. It is written 
with all the author’s wonted grace and skill; but it seems 
a pity that so pure and wholesome a writer could not 
have left the smudgy subject of “spiritualism ” to the | 
cheaper set of novelists who delight in “ psychological ” 
themes, 

This number of the Atlantic is printed from new and 
large type, of uniform size in all the departments; is 
increased in bulk to 144 pages; and seems to us the best 





Dr. John Hall’s New Year’s advice to boys and girls 
takes, this year, the form of a book instead of a pam- 
| phlet. Under the title of Foundation Stones, Dr. Hall 
presents, in plain and practical words, eight lessons in 
character-building, as illustrated by the Bible and by 
stories taken from the author’s reading and experience. 
The accompanying illustrations, for the most part printed 
from cuts whose age is greater than their merit, some- 
what mar the attractiveness of an otherwise timely and 
instructive book. (16mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. 179. 
Philadelphia: American Sunday-school Union.) 














: : - An interesting collection of historical facts and bio- 
issue of the magazine published for two or three years. graphical gossip concerning the early days of American 
The Atlantic has not been holding its own of late; but | Methodism, is contained in Methodism Old and New, by 
the present excellent issue shows what it can do if it J. R. Flanigen. The volume belongs to a useful class of 
tries, especially in the line of literature, which is here books,—the class which not only interests the lover of 
represented by no less than five critical articles. To personal reminiscences or personal accounts, but also 
“social problems” and questions of science and philoso- : 


: . : stores up material for fi istorian. (16m 
phy the monthlies and bi-monthlies have for some time cloth, po da pp. 294. "Susadaae Uehe 
given a grossly exaggerated space, furnishing an amount cott & Co. Price, $1.50.) 
of reading on these subjects which is by no means desired gel at 
by the general public. If the Atlantic Monthly is to 
cultivate more fully its old field of pure literature—as 
this number leads us to hope—it will have no difficulty 
in occupying its old-time place in the public mind, not- 
withstanding the keener competition of the illustrated 
monthlies. ; 

Other articles deserving mention are a very agreeable 
chapter of Reminiscences of Washington, in the Atlantic; 
two charming, because gracious and human, poems by 
Holmes and Whittier, in the same magazine; Old-Town 
Fireside Talks of the Revolution, by Mrs. Stowe, in 
Good Company; Success with Small Fruits (finely illus- | of the History of the United States, and the Harpers 
trated), by the Rev. E. P. Roe, in Scribner; Young | are now putting the work into type. It will be in two 
Artists’ Life in New York, in Scribner, some of the | volumes, about the size of Dr. Lossing’s Field-Book of 
pictures in which are very dainty ; Umilta,—a very pleas- | the Revolution, and will contain a thousand illustrations. 
ant Tuscan sketch by Ouida, a writer who is too often | 
unpleasant in theme and treatment,—in Lippincott’s; 

| 
| 


Captain R, C. Adams, a son of the late Rev. Dr. Nehe- 
miah Adams, of Boston, presents some modest, quite 


sea life, with divers suggestions concerning the govern- 
ment of sailors, in a volume entitled On Board the 
“Rocket,” published by D. Lothrop & Co., Boston. (16mo, 
cloth, illustrated, pp. 335. Price, $1.50.) 


LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 
Dr. Benson J. Lossing has completed his Cyclopedia 








The large lithographic portrait annualiy issued by 
Houghton, Osgood, & Co., Boston, the publishers of The 
Atlantic Monthly, takes for its subject, this year, Dr. 


and The Isms of Forty Years Ago, which is readable so 
far as it goes, in Harper's. 


An article in Good Company, entitled A Remarkable | Oliver Wendell Holmes. The series now includes the | 


Book, makes an unnecessary complaint against the critics | five great American poets,—Longfellow, Bryant, Whittier, 
for alleged neglect of Professor John Stuart Blackie’s | Lowell, and Holmes, and in each case the portrait pre- 
Natural History of Atheism, published in 1878. The | sented is excellent. That of Dr. Holmes, notwithstand- 
writer of the article says that the book has “hitherto | ing that he is, pictorially speaking, the hardest “subject” 
escaped attention.” It was duly, and we think fairly, | of the five, “looks just like him.” The picture, or any 
reviewed in The Sunday School Times for March 30, | other of the series, is sent to the Atlantic’s subscribers 
1878, and doubtless many other papers judiciously noticed | for one dollar. 

it at the time of its appearance. 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_@—___. 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 











Once in a while one finds a portrait that presenta a 
face just as it is. Such is the case with Ritchie’s engrav- | 
ing of the Rev. Dr. W. M. Taylor, prefixed to Dr. 
Taylor’s new book, The Limitations of Life, and other 
sermons. The twenty-five discourses which follow, care- 
fully selected by Dr. Taylor as best worthy of such pre- 
sentation, illustrate with similar accuracy the excellent 
pulpit method and literary style of the author. They | 
certainly deserve to be counted among the best of con- | 
temporary sermons, Our American literature has never 
received moxe notable additions to its department of 


ing, one month in each chuggh. Conducted by the pastors in turns. 
day, at 8.45 A. M., in Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


ing, in the Y. M. C. A. Room. 


ton Street. 


interesting, and by no means ill-written, reminiscences of | 


Augusta, Ga., Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every Satur- 
| Bakerstown, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday even- 


Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 P.M.,in the | conducted by Mr. Frank A. Ferris. 
Y.M.C. A. Rooms, Infant Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday, at 
4P. M.,in the Room of the Maryland Sunday-scheol Union, 53 Lexing- 
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Beaver Falls, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday, at 
7 P.M. Conducted by Professor M. 8. Knight. 





Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in Somerset Street Church, 


every Saturday,at3 P.M. Led by the Rev.®. R. Meredith. 


Boston (South), Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday, at 7 


P. M., at the Phillips Church. Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith. 


Bristol, Conn., Sunday-school Union Normal Class, on the first Monday 
of each month, at 7.30 P. M., in Printers’ Hall. 


Cambridge, Mass., Sunday-school Teachers’ Union Meeting for Lesson 


Study, every Tuesday evening, in the chapel of the First Baptist Church, 
Central Square. Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith of Boston. 


Chicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, in 
Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 A. M. in Far- 
well Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs, Primary Class Teachers’ Meet- 
ing every Saturday at 2 P. M.,in Bible Work Room, Y. M. C. A. Build- 
ing. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday of every 
month, at Mr. Moody’s Church. South Side Teachers’ Meeting, fourth 
‘Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church. West Side 
Teachers’ Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, at Union Park 
Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Reading Room, at 150 
Madison Street. 

Cincinnati, O., Meetings for Lesson Study, every Saturday, in the Y. 
M. C. A. Hall, as follows: Union Meeting at 12 M.; Primary Class at 
3 P. M.; Normal Class (conducted by the Rev. Sylvester Weeks) at 
iP. M. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, frem 12 
to 12.45 P. M. in the Chapel of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
Conducted by the Rey. Francis A. Horton. 

Colorado Springs, Col., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, 
at 4 P. M.,in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M. ©, A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 P. M. 

Dayton, 0., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 8 P. M., 
in the Y. M. C. A. building. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday evening, 
in the Y. M.C, A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Elizabeth, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
7.30 P. M., in the lecture room of the Second Presbyterian Church. 


Gloversville, N. Y., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the First 
Methodist Church every Friday evening. Conducted by Rev. H. C, 
Farrar. 

Halifax, N.S., Union Meeting for International Lesson Study every Sat- 
urday, at 8 P. M., in the Class room Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday even- 
ing in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Hartford, Conn., Normal Class of the Hartford Sunday-school Union, the 
second Friday of each month. Also, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, 
every Saturday afternoon, in the parlors of the Center Church. Con- 
ducted by Mrs. 8. Dryden Phelps. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon. Training class for Christian workers every Tuesday evening 
Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, ‘and both conducted by Mr. C. P. Jacobs 

Ingersoll, Ontario, Normal class every Monday evening at 8 o'clock, in 
the Parlor of the Young Men’s Rooms. Conducted by the Rev. John 
McEwen. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 

Manitou, Colorado, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Wednesday, 
at 7. P. M., in the Art Gallery. 

Morenci, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday at 8 P. M. 
Congucted by Mr. C. M. Ranger. 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 P. M., 
in the Clinton Street Congregational Church. 

New Haven, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
4P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 325 Chapel Street, 

New York, N. Y., Primary Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 3 P. M. 
in the Y. M. C. A. lecture room. Union Meeting for Lesson Study 
every Thursday, at 430 P. M., in the Chapel of the Rev. Dr. Howard 
Crosby’s church; conducted by Mr. Ralph Wells. Superintendents’ 
Class every Tuesday, at 4 P. M., in the Fulton Street Chapel, conducted 
by the Rev. A. F. Schauffler. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday evening 
and at noon every Saturday in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, corner of Fifteenth 
and Chestnut Streets. Primary Teachers’ Meeting for Lesson Study, 
every Saturday at 4 P. M., inthe Y.M.C. A. Hall. Normal Class for 
Lesson Study, every Monday at 8 P. M. in the Assembly Room, 134 
Chestnut Street. Conducted by the Rev. J. A. Worden. Normal Class 
for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 P. M.,under the auspices of the 
American Sunday-school Union. Conducted by Mr. John R. Whitney. 





Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, 
in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday, at 
8 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Roonts, 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in the 
Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 704 Olive Street, conducted by various ministers, 

St. Paul, Minn., Union Bible Students’ Class for the study of the Interna- 
tional Lessons, every Saturday, at 4.30 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 
Conducted by the Rev. David R. Breed, 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 

| 4P.M.,in the Y. M.C. A. Hall. 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study, 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Parlor, from 4 to 5 o’clock P. M, 
Led by the Hon. Vice-Chancellor Blake. Normal Class every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Parlor. Conducted by Mr. James Hughes. 


Utica, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday at 84, 
P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, conducted by Mr. G, A. Pinkney. 
Washington, D. C., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
6 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel. 
West New Brighton, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every 
Thursday evening, in the Y. M. C. A. building. Conducted by the 
| ‘various pastors in turn. 
Westwood, Ohio, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
8 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Parlor. 
| Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
7 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


| 
| 


NEW YORK SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATION. 


The first of this season’s special institutes, held under 
the auspices of the New York Sunday-school Association, 
brought together a goodly gathering at the Broadway 
| Tabernacle, on Monday evening, December 15. It was 
The topic: “The 
helpful use of visible illustration in teaching” was tested in 
a practical manner, and of the numerous teachers prevent 


Adrian, Michigan, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday even- 
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with ‘cia teal and. pencil, many felt that they carried dead were just what were needed. Mr. Ferris ak in | vale Mrs. Gulick, of Saragossa, finds the state Sunday- 
away valuable hints. The Rev. A. F. Schauffler gave a | the course of his remarks, that, to rectify as far as possi- | school work there encouraging. The average attendance . 
rapid and comprehensive review of the seven years’ course ble the irreverent or flippant use of the name of Jesus, | is 114 children, and some young people, the first fruits of 


of International lessons. 
whole, he declared himself to be deeply impressed with | 
the very great wisdom and comprehensiveness of the | 
scheme which had been completed ; and he gave a con- | 


nected review of the lessons, under leading topics. | on the close of the first seven years’ course of Interna- | 
Miss Jenny B. Merrill presented the principles of 


tional lessons, said, in part: “Next Sunday finishes our | 
illustrative teaching and their application to Sunday- | seven years’ course of instruction in God’s blessed word; 
school work. She said that, in considering the subject, | and surely I think we can all say we never have enjoyed 
she had been led to glance at the lessons for the past year, | in our whole lives that living fountain as we have dur- 
and see what had been helpful, and, accordingly, grouped | ing this period. Parents have never helped their children 
them under four heads: Objects; Pictures; Words, Let- | in the study of the word so much. The family altar has 
ters, and Colors; and Gestures and Expressions of Coun- 


felt the effect. The daily home readings that have been 
tenance. In respect to the first,—objects,—she stated that suggested have afforded not only to the scholars, but to 
the interest in the first four lessons of the year, “The 


| the domestics that have been brought in, a new sense of 
Second Temple,” “Dedication,” “ Mission of Nehemiah,” | the preciousness of the week’s lesson. Never before 
and “ Builders Interrupted,” was greatly aided by some 


has the truth been so well appreciated that all 
building blocks. With a few of these, the position of the Scripture is given by inspiration of God. Not, as 
altar, etc., in the temple, the foundations, walls, etc., were | in olden times, the Gospels alone, but all Scripture, 
made more plain. Another class of objects she had has been open to our eyes; and I am [ can 
found helpful was cuttings from paper. For instance,| see as never before this wonderful Old Testament, 
a little trumpet, illustrating the judgment call, would 


and these precious epistles. Then, what glorious helps 
be always associated in the child’s mind with appearing have been given to the teachers! Where, before, we had 
before God. The golden text, “If God be for us, 


Barnes, or some single commentator, now, through the | 
who can be against us,’—that is, the lesson of safety— 


varied religious papers, a library is laid upon our table, 
she illustrated by a shield. “If thou art faithful unto | for a few cents, week by week, and month by month! | 


death, I will give thee a crown of life,” she illustrated .... God sent this system to us. It never was man’s | 
by a little crown, cut from gilt paper. As for pictures,| work. It was God’s good gift to us that it entered | 
Miss Merrill said that it would be well for teachers to | into the hearts of his servants to give us this rich unfold- 
make collections from the many illustrations in Sunday- 
school and other papers.. These proved helpful, not only 
to the very young, ‘but to the older scholars. Care should 
be taken to have the children examine the map or picture 
closely, by questions to awaken curiosity as to details. Not 
too many pictures should be shown, but one that really 
illustrates the point of the lesson, and that can be under- 
stood. A little boy once said, “Teacher shows me lots of 
things. I don’t know what she shows them for, but she 
shows me lots of things.” This is sometimes the difficulty, 
said Miss Merrill. When the point desired by the illustra- 
tion is attained, the picture should be removed, or it will 
distract attention. In speaking of blackboard helps, Miss 
Merrill said that although she could not make a finished 
drawing, she derived great help from the blackboard in 
rough illustrations, such as any one with a little practice 
could make, as the lesson went along. Illustrations pre- 
pared on the blackboard in advance should be covered by 
a sheet of paper until used ; otherwise the child is spell- 
ing them out in advance, and attention lags just when it 
is required. Often a picture cut from a paper, and— 
when the teacher cannot draw—pinned upon the board 
at the proper moment, was effective. She found that 
these things, done as the lesson progressed, aroused inter- 
est, and made a better impression ; and often the children 
could be called upon themselves to suggest a word or an 
object. Simplicity was a leading characteristic of good s 
illustration: simple, natural objects, tuken from daily | _, a a 2 aay mi 
life, such as the Great Teacher used: ‘Behold the FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 
lilies!” “A sower went out to sow;” “Show me the | 
tribute money.” Miss Merrill said that she derived | 
great benefit from the picture lesson paper, in giving it 
to the children, at the close of the lesson, to take home, 
together with some little task calculated to impress the 
lesson during the week; and in answer to a question 
from one in the audience as to whether it was best to give 
such papers the Sunday before, to study at hcme, or at 
the close of the lesson, she replied that, theoretically, she 
preferred to give the paper at the close of the lesson; and | 


the Son of God.” 


sure 


their work at the close of seven years.” The resolutions | 
of thanks and encouragement to the old and new lesson | 


for December 27. 

Mr. Ferris, in putting the question on the resolutions, 
said that probably he was the only one in the house who 
had been present, seven years ago, at the convention 
that started this international plan. The question was 
discussed with great earnestness, and when, out of three 
hundred and fifty or more delegates, by 4 rising vote, but 
ten voted nay, that large audience coul find no expres- 
sion for their sense of joy over what seemed to be the 
work of God, than to rise and sing—as he had never 
heard it sung before or since,—“ Praise God, from whom 
all blessings flow!” Some people had prophesied great 
trouble to result from a uniform lesson scheme ; but they 
had had a blessing beyond their most sanguine expecta- 


a standing vote. 
Mr. Knevals,the president of the Association,announced 
that the next meeting, to be held January 21, would be 


Sunday-school teachers can best aid the superintendent.” 





At the December meeting of the Foreign Sunday- 
school Association, at 130 State Street, Brooklyn, letters 


ant sufferings. Persecutions are constant, but Christian 
work, and especially Sunday-school work, gains ground 
daily. Signor Empeytaz is interested in six Sunday- 
schools; these are well attended, and have good teachers, 
although the teachers are constantly changing. At Bar- 
celona he was recently delighted at the force and spiritu- 
ality shown in prayer by a young girl in the Sunday- 


tions. The resolutions were then passed unanimously, by | 


| church. 


committees were printed in The Sunday School Times | 





|in South America, seven; 
conducted by Mr. Ralph Wells; the topic being, “ How | 


| are 488 Sunday-school scholars ; 


from Spain spoke largely of the floods and their attend- | 


Looking over that course as a| he had made it a practice seldom to use it without | the work, have been received into the church, A little 
coupling some word as “Jesus the Glorified,” or “Jesus | | girl in this school recently bought a Bible, for which it 


| had taken her nearly a year to save the money,—about 


Mr. Ralph Wells, in presenting a series of resolutions | twenty-five cents. 


Mr. Sciarelli has at Rome, Italy, a little Sunday-school, 
composed only of the scholars who attend his own 
This school has two divisions, one with twenty- 
two children, and the other with twenty. Mr. Sciarelli 
also conducts a Sunday-school in the Borgo Vio, number- 
ing sixty children. The Rev. Pierre Luquet, stationed 
at Spezzia, asks help for the Sunday-school there. “In 
Italy,” he says, “ we have great need of encduragement, 
since the new pope and those in authority do all in their 
power to injure our Sunday-schools.” The Rev. Giacome 
Manocchi, working in Cosenza as an evangelical minis- 
ter, is anxious to begin a Sunday-school in that place, 
but has heretofore been prevented by want of means. 


| Signor Girone was the first to preach the gospel in this 


place, and he was able to gather many of the squalid 
children who wandered in the streets, and to teach them 
the Bible. Several of these youths, once abandoned to 
the worst crimes of the city, are now at work under 
various masters, who give good testimony concerning 
them. One of these, who did not know how to read or 
write, and was in rags from head to foot, is now in the 
army of the Reale Carbiniere with the rank of brigadier. 
Another is a soldier in Florence, and a third is in service 
with a gentleman in Cosenza. These can say, with many 


ing of the word. Surely, it will be a pleasure to us, as | others, that they owe all they are to the Sunday-school. 
well as a gratification to those into whose hearts God has | The Rev. Paolo Longo, of Milan, says of the new school 
put so great and blessed a plan, to take knowledge of | of the Faubourg Garibaldi, of that city, that it goes from 


strength to strength. “What rejoices me most,” he says, 
“ts that nearly all the children are of Roman Catholic 
parents. Some of them are persecuted by these parents, 
and can only come at intervals. In one family the father 
took away the Testaments, hymn-books, and leaflets of 
the children, who dared not say a word, lest they should 
also lose their loved books and Sunday-school papers. 
This father, with many others in Italy, is not a bigot, 
but an unbeliever. Our free-thinkers are always more 
despotic than the most fervent Roman Catholics. I 
regret that I cannot occupy myself more with this mis- 
sionary Sunday-school, for at the same hour I direct 
that of the Central Church, numbering sixty or seventy 
pupils.” Mr, Longo is the secretary of the Annual 
Synod of the Vaudois Church, and is therefore in 
a position to certify as correct the following statistics 
of the Vaudois churches for the year 1879. In the 
Vallée Saint Martin there are twenty Sunday-schools; in 
the Vallée du Cluson, seven; in theVallée du Pelis, twenty - 
one; in the Parois de Turin, two; in the Colony du Rosario, 
in all, fifty-seven schools, 
with 2,859 scholars. In the district of Piedmont there 
in the district of Lom- 
bardy and Venice, 200; in Tuscany, 437 ; in the Marshes, 
and in Rome and Naples, 276; and in Sicily, 235; making 
a total of 4,495 Sunday-school scholars, under the care of 
the Vaudois Church. Many of these Sunday-schools owe 
their existence to the day-schools, where the Bible is 
taught; but where these fail, as some have done this year, 
for want of funds, the Sunday-schools suffer, because 
many of the children are withdrawn by the priests, or by 
/the Communal schools, which are often infidel. The 
Sunday-school at Guidizzolo is undergoing serious perse- 
cution, The curé has sworn to annihilate it, and to 
drive away the superintendent, but still it maintains 
itself. The Sunday-school at Rio Marino, in the island 


practically, she had found that the mothers did not teach 
the lesson,only one ortwo children coming prepared. These 
wanted to answer all the questions, and it was almost 
impossible to keep them down. Appropriate gestures and 


school. Another conversion has recently been reported 
in the same school. A letter from Reuss states that a 
new Sunday-school is soon to be formed at a neighboring | 
village in the province of Tarragona. Mrs. Hoyle of | 


of Elba, numbers nearly 170 pupils, and although the 
word has sounded from the pulpit against “heretic 
schools,” nearly all the children have refused to leave, 
and generally succeed in getting to Sunday-school. This 





expressions of countenance, said Miss Merrill, are always 
helpful, and in the use of these the teacher must be gov- 
erned by good taste and judgment. One rule in regard 
to all visible illustrations was, that they should be suited 
to the mental condition of the children or people 
addressed. What would be appropriate for very young 
children might cause trifling in more advanced classes. 


Illustrations that appeal to the eye are always powerful 
cultivators of memory. 


Leon, the translator of Christie’s Old Organ into Spanish 
is grateful for The Sunday School Times, which is a great 
help to her in her work for the Sunday-school. 


already numbers twenty-one scholars. The children ia 
Spain are less shy than American children; they often 





Sunday-school, and yet never ask their parents to take 
them away. From Minos de Rio Tinto, Mr. Carlisle 
writes that he is much indebted for The Sunday School 
blackboard of the lesson of “The Last Words,” said: | Times and El Amigo. The average attendance at the 
“As a florist first lays out the single flowers, and then | Sunday-school is but fifty, only one-third of the number 
begins to make them up in a beautiful and harmonious | attending the day-school. Most of the parents are 
bouquet, so the Sunday-school teacher takes the main | Roman Catholics, and do not send the children unless 
elements of the lesson.” Having selected the most sig- | they ask to go. A man one day brought his little boy to 
nificant words, Mr. Ferris arranged them into a lesson | Sunday-school, and remained himself. Becoming inter- 
plan. He always found that, after prayerful study, the | ested, he borrowed a Bible, and took it home to read to 
Golden Text and Title (which often at first seemed infeli- | his wife. “Both were much interested in a book so new to 


Mr. Frank A. Ferris, in giving an analysis on the 


Although | 
less than a year old, the little Sunday-school at Leon | 


meet with abuse, and even stoning, in coming to the | 


, | little island of Elb@ has a Sunday-school as large as, 


| and better organized than, those of the great neighboring 
| cities of Tuscany, Leghorn, and Florence. 

Letters were read from Stettin, Beireuth, and other 
points in Germany ; and from Breslau and Kronstadt, in 
Hungary. The Misses Edwards, of Breslau, have a Sun- 
day-school of five hundred children. 

From France, Pastor Stachelbac, of Rival, writes of a 
children’s service, held in the cathedral, with two hun- 
dred children, who are regularly divided into classes, with 
Bible classes for the elder ones. From Montargis the 
Countess De Castret, the mother-in-law of Ex-President 
MacMahon, speaks of a Protestant work done by means 
of asmall chapel in that place. From Paris comes intel- 
ligence of the good work the International series, adapted 
| to French needs, have done, 

Miss McNeal desires means for publishing Sunday- 
school books in Japan. Two hundred and eighty dollars 
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will publish a Svennt copies, the trans- 
lating being done free of expense. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS 


—A missionary of the Keberlelia Sun- 
day-school Union in Wisconsin mentions 
three Sundays spent in visiting schools 
which were about to close for the winter, 
according to custom. In each case they 
were prevailed upon to continue; and in 


one instance the school raised the money | 


for a new library for winter reading 


—The Rey. F. A. Horton, pastor of the 
Case Avenue Presbyterian Church, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, has resigned the leadership of the 
weekly Sunday-school teachers’ class, of 
which he has been in charge for the past 
three years. Mr. Horton will be tempora- 
rily succeeded by the Rev. Charles Terry 
Collins, pastor of the Plymouth Congrega- 
tiona) Church. 

~‘ Good news,” writes a missionary of the 
American Sunday-school Union in Cali- 
fornia, ‘‘ reaches me from different portions 
of my field.’ He gives this additional 
instance of a church grown where a Sun- 
day-school was planted. “Nearly two 
years ago,” he says, “I organized a Sun- 
day-school on the mountain, not far from 
Santa Cruz, and aided it by a donation from 
the American Sunday - school Union. 
Preaching followed soon after ; and recently 
a church has been formed with the most 
flattering prospects. The canon and 
mountain sides are filling up with a hard- 
working population, to whom this Sunday- 
school and church are a great blessing.” 
The same writer offers another illustration 
of the favor which Sunday-schools find 
with the irreligious. “ Last Sunday, in 
the country, a rough man given to infi- 
delity, gave me a half-dollar, while I was 
distributing Sunday-school papers, and 
said: ‘This is for Sunday-school papers. 
Iam in for a Sunday-school for the chil- 
dren. It is a good thing; and when you 
want more money, call on me.’”” The mis- 
sionary adds: “ His little daughter, eleven 
years old, is a cripple for life, and can 
scarcely walk, even with crutches, but is 
seldom absent from the Sunday-school. 
She said to me: ‘When we lived in the 
mountains, | walked three miles to Sun- 
day-schoo!.’ Living under the same roof is 
a deformed boy of the same age, of 
Catholic parents, who takes a deep inter- 
est in the Sunday-school, and is quite 
regular in his attendance. My prayer is 
that these poor children may help to lead 
the infidel father to Christ.” 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each week. 
The regular edition this week for subscribers 
is 35,500 copies. A large extra edition is also 
printed for special use. Advertisers are free 
to examine the subscription list at any time. 
The uniform advertising rate for ordinary 
advertisements is 15 cents per agate line for 
each and every insertion. 





For allaying Hoarseness and Irritation 
of the Throat it is daily proved that 
“ Brown's Bronchial Troches”’ are a mild 
remedy, yet very efficacious, os 


. 


ILLISTON SEMINARY, Easthampton, Mass. 

The Winter Term will begin Jan. 8, 1880. Entrance 
examinations, Jan. 7, Boys prepared for our best 
Colieges and scientific schools. ‘Tuition, ps a year. 
Board, $8 a week. Free tuition to needy and deserving 
students, For catalogue containing full information, 
address . W. FATRBANKS, Ph. D., Principal. 


ENERAL GRANT'S WELCOME MARCH, by 


J. H. Delaney. Illustrated with a late and fine 
likeness of the General. 
remarkable popularity, 
mand. Sent by mail. Price, 
WALKER, Music Publishe 
Philadeiphia, Pa. 

Lee & Walker's Musical Bulletin, containing lists of 
new and standard musical — ations, mailed free. 


ORGANS : 


. & PIANO ©O., 


#0 cents. LEE & 
rs, 1113 Chestnut Street, 


T-stop Organ, $46. 
NEW al eh Organ, only 
16 days’ trial. 
a “AT SLOGUE FREE. 
168 Bleecker Street, New York. 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, | 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 


advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver | 


tisenent in The Sunday School Times 


The March has met with a | 
with rapidly increasing de- | 





The F ebruary Atlantic 


Will contain, in addition to its full quota of 
reading (144 pages, including an installment 
of Mr. Howells’s New Serial Story, which has 
already attracted great attention,) a Supplement 
giving a full and authentic report of 


THE HOLMES BREAKFAST, 


including all the Speeches and Poems, with 
such description as is necessary to give an 
adequate idea of this memoraple occasion. 


THE ATLANTIC FOR 1880 


Is enlarged to contain 144 pages in each 
number, is printed in beautiful large type, and 
will embrace a great v ariety of the best Serial 
and Short Stories, Travel Sketches, Essays, 
Poems, and Papers on Living and Practical 
Topics, by the first American writers. 





TERMS :—$4.00 a year, in advance, postage 
free ; with superb life-size portrait of Holmes, 
Lowell, Whittier, Bryant, or Longfellow, $5.00; 

with two portraits, $6.00 ; three portraits, $7.00; 
four portraits, $8.00 ; with all five portraits, 


» 


$9.00. 


Remittances should be made by 
order, draft, or registered letter, to 


HOUGHTON, OSGOOD & CO., Boston. 
Sermons by the Monday Clubfor 1880 


FIFTH SERIES. 
Crown 8vo. 418 pages. Cloth, $1.50 With an Intro- 
ductory Essay on the Methods of Bible Study. 
4 et work is specially valuable to Superintendents 
and Teachers who are not content to explain the 
letter of Scripture, but desire to impress the truth in 
warm and effective w ays upon the conscience and the 
heart. Many pastors and Sabbath-school workers have 
expressed in the strongest terms their indebtedness to 
preceding issues of this series. 

The present volume contains, besides a Sermon upon 
each lesson for the entire year, an introductory essay 
of practical interest and importance to teachers upon 

“Methods of Bible Study.” 

“In my preparation for my Bible Class,” says a dis- 
tinguished preacher and Sabbath-school worker, “ I 
always wind up with the Monday Club Sermons. % 


THOMAS Y. CROWELL, Publisher, 
744 Broadway, N. 


Begin the New Hy 

Year with ne Prayer Meeting Manual. 

Containing a Theme with References, Thoughts, and 

an appropriate Hymn for each week in the year. 72 
pages. Price, 10 cents, or $1.00 per dozen. Mailed free. 
> GARRETT &CO., 708 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


money- 


You cannot make a mistake if you order 
“THE SOVEREIGN,” by H. R. Palmer, 
for your Singing Class. ‘The Sovereign” is 


the leading Music Book for Singing Classes, 


Musical Societies, etc., and is being adopted by 


wide-awake Teachers all over the land. Sent 


by mail on receipt of 75 cts., by express for 


aa 


$7.50 per dozen. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 


76 East Ninth Street, | 73 Randolph Street, 
New York. Chicago. 


CHILDREN’S 
Prayer and Praise Book. 


A Manual for the Home, the Sunday-sc meet, and 
Children’s Church. Edited by WILBUR F. PAD- 
DOCK, D.D., Rector of St. Andrew's C a Phila- 


oe 

LICES :—Board, $25 per 100: single copies, 30 cents: 

Limp, with gold stamp, $30 per 100; fine muslin, $50 per 
100. Sold by James Hammond, 1224 Chestnut St.’ Phila- 
delphia. Orders mav be sent to the Editor, or to Fred. 
Scofield, Publisher, 26 So. Seventh St., Philad’a. “Ad- 
mirable in every respect.""— Pres. Phila. S. S. Asso’n. 


THE 


Musical Curticulum,’ 


By GEO. F. ROOT, 


Leads all Improvements in the art of 
Music Teaching. 


It goes to work on the plan that pupils should not 
be made to pursue their studies in the tedious, mechan- 
ical methods, which, while making the fingers supple, 
dwarf and w arp the mental faculties. The “ MusicaL 
CURRICULUM” early opens up the beauties of the 
theory of music, and gives the pupil glimpses of the 
science, while it teaches the art. he gradual devel- 
opment of the pare is fascinating; at every step 
| something is gained, and that something is clearly de- 
| tined and exemplified Whatever is of an abstract 
| nature is continually ~*~. ed by the introduction of 
pleasing exercises or songs, which, while constantly 
progressing, ache also, agreeable relaxation. 


Give the ‘‘Musical Curriculum” a care- 
| ful examination, 
fe Price, $3.00, by mail, prepaid. 
John Church & Co., 


CINOINNATI, OHIO, 
Or, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 
aS@”° FRIENDS! It you arein any way interested in 


BEES 


We wi * ith pleasure send you a sam le copy of our 
MONTHLY GLEANINGS LN BEE CULTURE, with 
a aadiee price-list of the latest improvements in 
Hives, HONKY EXTRACTORS, ARTIFICIAL CoMB, 
| SECTION HONEY-BOXEs, all books and journals, and 
everything pertaining to Bee Culture. Nothing pat- 
ented. Simply send your address on a postal card, 
written plainly, to A. T. ROOT, Medina, Ohio. 





SE the Order of Service found in The Scholars 
Quarterly. issued in leafiet form at 75 cents per 
’ hundred. No extra charge for postage. 





OR HONEY 


ST. NICHOLAS. 
NEW YEAR’S NUMBER. 


“ We say with every number of St. Nicholas, 
this is the best yet ; nothing more can be hoped 
for. But when its successor comes, we only echo 
the same remark,” —Bost. TRAV. , Dec., 1879. 

The issues of St. Nic HOLAS since the en- 
largement have been of great beauty, yet the 

ablishers believe that the January (New | 

‘ear’s) number will not fall behind them in 
fullness of text and richness of illustration. | 
The editions of the Dec. (Christmas) | 
have reached 85,000 copies. 


The Chicago Advance says of Sr. NICHOLAS, 


| “It Leads the World in Chile lre mn s Magazines. % 
“It is the finest | 


And the Pitisburg Telegraph : 
speegimen of a children’s magazine extant. In 
England, as in America, it is ac knowledged to 
be supreme. 
language, both in its literature and illustrations,” 

he New Year’s number has a charmin 
frontispiece 

A Story by MRS, BURNETT, 

author of ‘‘ That Lass o’ Lowrie’s.” MARY 
HaAuutock Foore, FRANK R. STOCKTON, 
CHARLES BARNARD, and PAUL H, HAYNE are 
among the contributors, with IVAN PRANISH- 
NICKOFF, DIELMAN, TARER and others as 
illustrators. Gérdme’s famous painting of 
“The Relay in the Desert” is reproduced, 
while a short operetta of “‘The Sleeping Prin- 
cess,” “Strange Music,” and Snowball War- 
fare,’’ with continuations of the bright serials by 
Miss ALCOTT and W. O. STODDARD, are among 
the contents. 

ALFRED TENNYSON 
contributes to St. NICHOLAS two child songs, 
with music, which will be published in February. 

Price of St. NICHOLAS, $3.00 a year; 25 
cents a number. All book and news dealers 
sell single copies and receive subscriptions, or 
the publishers may be addressed direct. 

SCRIBNER & Co., New York. 


AC oe oe — 
ti 


HOLIDAYS, WEDDING, ” BIRTHDAY, 
ANNIVERSARY, or any ether day ; for 


Pastor, Teacher, Parent, Child, Friend. 





WEBSTER’ § UNABRIDGED. 
WEW EDITION. 
Containing a SUPPLEMENT of over 
4600 NEW WORDS and MEANINGS 
ALSO ADDED, A NEW 
Biographical Dictionary 


of over 9700 NAMES. 
Puitenas 4. A S Cc. | MEBRIAM, Senge, Mass. 


TEMPERANCE Mand 


AUTOGRAPH ALBUMS. 


The undersigned takes pleasure in announcing to all 





the friends of the temperance cause, that he has just 
copyrighted and issued a 


Temperance Pledge Autograph Album 


which cannot fail to do good service in the hands ot 
the workers. At the top of each page the temperance 
pledge is printed. 

When an autograph is requested and secured in one 
of th: se albums, the pledge is signed, and the seemingly 
small act has perhaps been along step towards 
saving a body and soui from ruin. 

It will prove a most effective agent in the hands of 
adies, who can wield a great influence by requesting 
the autographs of all their friends. In the hands of 
children much good will be done, by the earnestness 
and persistency which boys and girls are sare to put 
inte such work. 

The album can be carried In a gentleman’s pocket, 
and thus be always ready for signers to the pledge. 


The price of the regular edition is $1.00. 
The Boys’ and Girls’ edition is -50. 


Agents are wanted to sell these albums everywhere. 


Temperance Women can Sell 
Thousands. 


If there is no agent in your town, send direct to the | 


publisher. 


NOTICES OF THE PRESS! 
“The pledge album movement ou 

popular. All, always in all ways 

Christian Advocate, New York. 


ht to become 
nst alcohol.’”’— 


‘ This is a novel and most admirable device for an 
rk... h album. The person solicited for his name 
will find himself balanced between the irresistible de- 
sire to write his autograph and the inevitable necessity 
of taking the pledge if he does so.”— The Watchman. 


“This little book is destined to do good service in 
the hands of temperance workers. It is a novel idea, 
and should be at once taken hold of.”— Temperance 
Advocule. 


. rhese books will be 


‘ found very convenient and 
useful.’ 


~Presbylerian Weekly. 


* With these booKs young ladies can accomplish ex- 


po. nt service among their companions.’ — Zion’s 
Herald, 
“ May be made the means of much good.""— The Sun- 


day School Times 


‘The embodiment of a new and capital idea which 
can be made effective for good in the temperance 
canse.”’— Evangelical Messenger. 


Send at once for a copy. 
HOWARD GANNETT, Publisher, 
52 Bromfield Street, Boston. 


It is without a peer in the English 


by JESSIE CURTIS, and opens with | 


THE GREATEST LIVING 
Authors, suchas Prof. Max Muller, 
Rt. Hon. W. E Gladstone, Jas. A. 





Froude. “yt 4 Huctley, R.A. Proe- 
tor, =, Freeman, Prof. Tyn- 
dau, Dr. fz. Carpenter, Frances 


Power AR AD, The Duke of Arguilt, 
Win. Black. Miss Thackeray, Mrs. 
Mulock-Craik, Geo. MacDonald, 
Mrs. Oliphant, Jean Ingelow, 
Matthew Arnold, Henry a: 
W. W. Story, Turguenief, Carty 
Ruskin, Tennyson, Browning, and 
many others, are represented in 
the pages of 


Littell’s Living Age. 


| _ Jan. 1, 1880, THE LIVING AcE enters upon its 14th 

Volume, admittedly unrivaled and continuously suc 
| cessful. A weekly magazine, it gives more than 

THREE AND A QUARTER THOUSAND 

double-c lumn octavo pages of reading-matter yearly. 
It presents in an inexpensive form, considering its 
great amount of matter, with freshness, owing to its 
weekly issue, and with a satisfactory completeness at- 
tempted by no other vublication. the best Essays, Re 
views, Criticisms, Serial and Short Stories, Sketches 
| of Travel and Discovery, Poetry, Scientific, Biographi- 

cal, Historical and Political Information, from the 
entire body of Foreign Periodical Literature. 

It is therefore invaluable to every American reader, 
as the only satisfactorily fresh and COMPLETE com- 

















| pilation of an indispensable current literature,—indis- 
pensable because it embraces the productions of the 
| ar — ‘ 
ABLEST LIVING WRITERS 
| in all branches of Literature, Science, Politics and Art. 
| “ Itcovers the whole field of literature, and covers 
it completely, thoroughly and impartially.”— Times, 
| Cincinnati. 
“Tt affords the best, the cheapest and most con- 
| venient means of keeping abreast with the op rogress of 
thought in all its phases. North American, Philadet- 
phia. 
“Gives the best of all at the price of one.’’—New 


York a= pendent, 
“It is, by all odds, the best eclectic published.” 
Southern Churchman, Richmond. 

It so fully s»pplies the wants of the reading public 
that through its pages alone it is possible to be as 
thoroughly well informed in current literature as by 
the perusal of a long list uf monthlies.”’— Philadelphia 
Inquirer. 

‘To read it weekly is a liberal 
Herald, Boston, 
* With it alone a reader may fairly keep up with all 


education.” —Zion’s 





that is important in the literature, history, polities, 
} and science of the day. The Methodist, New York. 
| There is no other way of procuring the same 


| amount of excellent literature for anything like the 
same price.’’— Boston Advertiser. 

* [tis indispensable to every one who desires a thorough 
} compendium of all that is admirable and noteworthy 


in the literary world.”’—Bosfon J’ost. 
‘he prince among magazines.’ —New York Observer 
‘ The best literature of the day.”’—New York Times. 
uk LIVING AGE is aniaeae weekly at 38.00 a year 


| free of postage; or for $10.50 Tue LivViNe AGE and 
| either one ofthe American $4 Monthlies (or Harper's 

Weekly or Bazar) will be sent for a year, both postpaid; 
or, for 399.50 THE LivinG AGE and the St. Nicholas, or 
Appleton’s Journal. 

Now is the time to subscribe 
New Year, 

DV weer . ~~ 

Be EXTRA OFFER FOR 1880.-@a 

To all new subscribers for 1880 will be sent gratis six 
numbers of 1879 which contain, besides other interest- 
ing matter, the first chapters of two new serial stories 
recently begun in THE LIVING AGE from advance 
sheets, viz.: “ HE WHO WILL NOT WHEN HE MAY,” 
by MRS. OLIPHANT, and 


, beginning with the 


“ADAM AND EVE,” by 


the author of those remarkably attractive stories, 
* Dorothy Fox” and * Li ‘ro Carthew. 
| Address ITTELL & CO., Boston. 


Snow's My Transfer Ink 


Dissolves in Water. Anything written or drawn 
with it can be transferred in one minute toa 
Gelatine Pad, and 100 copies printed by 
pressure of the hand. Package to make one 





fluid ounce, post-paid, sealed, 25 cents, with 
enough of 
TRANSFER “GLIACERJEL” 
To make postal card size of transfer surface. 
| Melt and cool & in a dish, or on glass. Put up 
| in cans, }¢ Ib. for 25 cts.; 4 Ib., 50 cts.; 1 Ib., 
75 cts., and 5 lbs., $3.00, by express. 2} Ib: 


makes Pad of letter size. AGENTS WANTED. 
SNOW & CO., WATERTOWN, MAss. 


A GREAT UrFER FOR 


HOLIDAYS!!! 


PIANOS & ORGANS, at EXTRAORDINARY LOW prices 
for cash. Installments received. SPLENDID ORGANS $35, 
$45, $50, $60, $75, $85 & $100. 7 Octave ROSEWOOD PIANOS 
| $130, $135. 7 1-3 do $140, $150 upwards, Not used 6 Months. 





Illustrated Catalogues Mailed. HORACE WATERS, Manu- 
| facturer, & Dealer, 826 Broadway, N.Y. P.O. Box. 3530. 


Bore 







GIC LANTERN SLIDES, 
L. J. MARCY, 1340 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
For convenience and efficiency, for ss or for 
public use, they stand 


UNRIVALED, 


Circularsfree. Catalogues, 10 cents, 
Sciopticon Manual, 6th Fd.,75 cents, 
Splendid Outfite at Bottom Prices. — 


ON ONE LEAF. 


An Order of Service. 

An Opening Hymn. 

A Quarterly Review. 

A Responsive Review Exercise. 


The above are taken from The Scholars’ 
Quarterly for the present quarter, and are 
printed on one leaf. They can be used in any 
school. Price, 75 cents per hundred copies. 
Sent by mail without cost of postage to the 
| purchaser. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
' Beatty’s Celebrated Pianos & Organs, Washington, N. J 
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Lesson for January 4, 1880--Key. 
This illustration represents the Star that guided the 
first worshippers of Jesus in their search for the new- 


born King. The Bibd/e, with the true interpretation 
of its prophecies, points in the same direction, and the 
Way in which both the Star and the Bible direct the 
sincere inquirers after truth and salvation is ‘well 
called “ Wisdom’s Way.’’ The Crown under the name, 
JeEsvs, indicates His kingship, and is placed at the end 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BLACKBOARD y 


For 1880. 


A New Thing for 


Among the many’excellent helps and appliances in Sunday-School work, which have secured general 
favor and acceptance, the Blackboard holds a very prominent place. 
by competent hands it has been found to answer its purpose as a most valuable aid in illustrating. review- 
Indeed, so necessary has the 
in the many cases where, 
efforts have been made to devise some 
Several excellent helps have thus been provided, which have done good service 
But, on account of too great expensiveness, or want of adaptation, no one of these 
many schools are still waiting for 


ing and enforcing the lessons of the school. 
part of a complete Sunday-School outfit, that, 
mon board could not well be used, 
should supply the lack. 
in hundreds of schools. 
various helps has rendered general satisfaction, 
That something better has been found at last 
The new and better thing 


and 


for Sunday-Schools, ~ which we invite attention, 


PAPER. BLACKBOARD, 





13 








Sunday-Schools. 


Wherever it has been properly used 
Blackboard been felt to be, asa 


for want of time or skill, the com- 
acceptable substitutes which 


something better. 


is a 


printed from plates prepared by a new process, with the lesson designs and words in white, on black ground, 


exactly like a white chalk picture on a common blackboard.” 
ents, every week, a neatly-designed illustration of the International Sunds ty-School Lesson for the coming 
two illustrations on this page are exact fac 

The sheets are large enough to serve their purpose before the largest school, 
the lines of the designs and the letters being bold 


Sabbath, ready for The 
reduc ed in size. 
inches in size, 
have no time, 


use 


or skill, 


or materials 








Ps ~ . . » s, md ¥ <1 . } h 
of Wisdom’s Way to show that there is a Crown for board sup pales, ready-made, what they lack. 
1 of thi , and use, while the ordinar 
every one at the end of this Way. “ 
: e brief time of 2 
1. It not a White-board, but a real Blackboard, the ground being black, the illustrations white 
2. Itis1 lored Picture, but an exact fac simile of a Blackboard drawing, and cannot be distinguished 
from an illustra 1 OF board If it is desired, however, to have the illustration colored, buy a set of 
colored cray ind, in a few minutes, you can have it beautifully illuminated 
3. It is 1 i Miniature Board, but of sufficient size, 32 by 48 in to be visible from all parts of the 
largest Sunday-School room 
4. It is not a Daub, but a finely-finished illustration. The —' f engraving is patented, and givesa 


smoother and much better surface 


5. It is convenient Fastened to the wall with two 


frame upon a stand, similar to a regular blac kboard frame. 


lin, trim the edges of the paper Board, 
6. It is issued in time to reach all subscribers. 
about one month in advance of the 


The 
date upon them. 


than wood engraving 


and pin it to the muslin 


It is a real ornament to the school-room. 
pius, itis ready for use. [t isa good plan to erecta | 
Cover the square of the frame with black mus- 
It then looks very pretty. 

four numbers for each month are mailed together, 


to prepare blackboard illustrations for their schools, this paper Black- 
Then, too, these sheets can be preserved for future reference 
blackboard preparations, however beautifui and elaborate 
~) inday’ 8 session, and must be wiped away to give place to the next lesson. 


Points of Merit. 


This paper Blackboard brings to superintend- 
Blackboard, but 
being 32x48 
For superintendents who 


similes of the 


and distinct. 


can only serve their 


7. Itis “a grand thing” for Review Sunday 


Sundavs of the year 


Our illustration shows the conflict 
and Satan. 
the “‘ Word,’ 
ten.”’ 
not 
S the feet of the tempted One. 

Tempter is represented by a Serpent, under the con- 
quering, bruising heel of the te mpted Son of God—com- 
pletely vanquished. 
Himself, will give us the same 
our cause into His hands. 


It is only necessary to hang the 12 numbers 
and you will make Review Sunday one of the most interesting and profitable, instead of on« 





Lesson for January 18, 1880--Key. 


between Christ 
In this conflict Christ shields Himself with 

saying to every temptation, “ It is writ- 
It will be seen that the darts of the Tempter can 
venetrate this Shield, but fall broken and harmless 
Besides this, the 


He who thus conquered Satan for 
victory, if we commit 


upon th® wall, 
of the dullest 


8. Each number is accompanied by an E xplanatory Key, unfolding the thoughts of the Lesson, and show- 


ing how to use the illustration 


9. Ministers can mse it as a basis for an illustrated sermon 
as well as the handsomest and best Blackboard in the market 
, engraving, and publishing it, the Blackboard is issued at the following mar- 


10. It is the cheapest, 
expense involved in designing 
vellously low rates: 

One copy, postpaid, for one year, 
= bet “ 6 months.. 
8 ae 


“ “ “ 


Bamps Gopher. ........serecerserssecess 





Many are doing this with excellent results. 
Notwithstanding the 


Try it for one Quarter, at least, and you will be pleased with it. 


AGENTS WANTED 


THE OBJECT-TEACHING BIBLE 


“It is not equaled as a ‘ Teaching Bible’ in the whole 
world of Bibles: and if we could prevail upon parents 
to put this valuable volume into their homes, and every 
Sabbath day to give the little ones a lesson from its am- 
ple and richly illustrated pages, we should be confer- 
ring agreat favor upon both parents one children.” 

Rev. Dr. J. H. VINCENT, in S. 8. Journal. 

“ There is one book I want to refer to here. It isan 
Object-Teaching Bible. It contains six hundred 

pages of Engravings, and I have been told by a great 
many persons thatit is an unending source of delight 
and instruction.” 

Rev. ASA BULLABD, in an address before Mass. 8S. 8 

pomp on the Sabbath, and the children at 
Mass. 8. S. Convention. 

I will pay a paw or guarantee of from $1,000 to 
$1,500 after a short trial. Giveage, experience, and send 
this. 


W. J. HOLLAND, Springfield, Mass. 


Sunday-school Helps 


SUPPLIES. 


JUST READY 


THE SUPERINTENDENTS’ 


Pocket Record Book. 


Containing space for names, addresses of officers, 
teachers and scholars, minutes, and memorandum 
for each Sunday in the year, etc., making a neat book 
of 130 pages, handy in size for the poc ket. Bound in 
American Russia, full flex, red edges, round corners, 
—price, 75 cents. 


THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 
BOOK, containing space for name, 
tendance of scholars 


POCKET ROLL 


residence, and at- 
duc 





BOOK. 


WARD'S IMPROVED SUNDA Y-SCHOOL MONEY 
ENVELOPE, {: ir class collections, ruled for one year. 
Cloth-lined, the best and most practical envelope in 


TR BU ik a tcnceendnes chwesnb ociuneseecénccatins 50c 

TAEEOATE ET RIROORD avkccoscs- senesancscccssesaes $1.00. 
THE ONE YEAR CLASS BOOK........0.........-- 6c. 
THE TWO YEAR CLASS BOOK.................- le. 
LIBRARY CARDS per 100.---0. ee iadassinmadet em 


CLASS CARDS for 3 months’ attendance, per 100, $1.00 


GOLDEN TEXTS FOR 1880, in a neat book, 32 pages, 
BOF TD wcnsrtens 


Snccnneccncccoscesccecoenasecscesconcns eG 


ai FOR SUNDAY-SC HOOL TEACHERS, of 
$1.0 


PELOUBET’S, VINCENT'S, AND TODD AND 
Riddle’s Notes on the Lessons for 1880, each..... $1.25. 
All the Question Books, 


Teachers and Scholars’ Lesson 
Papers, lilustrated p 


apers for chuidren that are pub- 





lished, can be had through us at publisher’s lowest 
rates. Sunday school ipplies of ail kinds to be had 
here, at the lowest prices. Prompt attention to all 
orders. 


WARD & DRUMMOND, 
Successors to U. D. Ward,) 
116 Nassau St., New York. 
PIECES OF $5-CENT MUSIC 


“One Sweet Kiss,’’ 
“A Scenticss Rese.’ 


FO! 
Song. 
Song. 


2 19 CENTS, 
By S. Turney. 
By F. Conway. 





‘The P e marty Dew drop Mazuri ka.” By 
8. 4 Lk large shect, m , cho , COpy- 
I ted 1 her 116; my 
prce, postpaid, 19 cer pa taken. 

address C. V. PRENTICE, 73 Beekman St., N.Y. 


FREE TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS! 
FREE TO PUBLIC 





USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of 
The Sunday School Times in good condition, 


should 


and have them at hand for reference, 


use a binder. We can send by mail, postage 


paid, a strong, plain binder for $1.00, or a 
handsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These 


binders have been made expressly for The 
Sunday School Times, and are of the best 


manufacture. The papers can be placed in 


the binder week by week, thus keeping the 


file complete. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


. 
THE DOGBERRY BUNCH. 
By MARY HARTWELL CATHERWOOD. 

Thirty Senate by Miss Lathbury. Cloth, 16mo. 
Price, $1.5. This merry story of seven plucky chil- 
dren who os ld hang tugether, come what might, is 
by all odds tl best story published this year for the 
young folks of the family. Boys and girls, father and 
mother, grandfather and grandmother, was all unite 
in this verdict. Boston: D. LOTHROP & ( 


|THE TRUTH 


A Companion to the Bible. 
By CHARLES J. GUITEAU, 


Boston Transcript: “ This b« 0K is well written. 
author believes that the second 
already taken place, and that 
struction of Jerusaiem, A.D. 70. This is the principal 
theory advanced, and Mr. Guiteau labors very hard 
and very ingeniously to prove it correct.”’ 

Boston Congregationalist : “ This book commends it- 
self to us by its earnest spirit and high purpose of en- 


Theologian. 


The 
coming of Christ has 
it Occurred at the de- 


lightening the world. It is mainly written in an 
unusually good style. 
Boston Home Journal: “ Mr. Guiteau wields a tren- 


chant pen, and writes with the full conviction of the 


truth of what he utters 
This book is full of important ideas. 
paid, in cloth, for $1 


D. L 


Mailed, post- 


OTHROP & CO., Boston, Mass. 
SCROLL SAWYERS. 


This Three-shelf Bracket design, 
size 13x21.and over 300 minature designs 
for Scrool Sawing will be sent, postpaid, 
on receipt of 10 cents, and the names 
fand addresses in full of the two most 
active scroll sawyers known to you,and 
the name ofthis paper. Price of pattern 
alone, lic. Or send two stamps for illus. 
catalogue of scroll-saw goods. I offer 
inducements to purchasers made by no 
other house. Liberal discounts to the 
trade. A. H. POMEROY, Har. ford, Conn 


R. eg hp 7 of the late firm of Mansfield & 
Baird, how of 124 South Eleventh Street, Phila- 
delphia, is constantly receiving Novelties in Diamonds, 
Watches and Jewelry well calculated to please. 
a@ CALL AND SEE THEM.“@a 
He ts also agent for the celebrated Iifany Watches, 
which are for beauty of design, excellence ot finish, 
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and ~ ommee time-keeping qualities unsurpassed tu the 


LAUER & 


SCHOOL TEACHERS! 
FREE TO SUPERINTENDENTS AND COMMITTEE-MEN ! 
THE SUPERB CHRISTMAS NUMBER OF 


WIDE AWAKE. 


. 

Send your address, with three-cent stamp for postage, and the beautiful magazine will be sent promptly. 

P. S.—If requested, specimens of 8S. 8. Periodicals, edited “a, Panes. will also be sent 
D. 


LOTHROP & CO., 


Publishers, Boston, Mass. 






in every Sunday School and and Church, th 
following publications in large, bold letters 
that can be read from 40 to 6u feet: 

The Lord’s Prayer, 36x48, Muslin, only 
Mounted and Varnished.............+see+e> 
The Apostles’ Creed, 36x48, Muslin. 
Mounted and Varnished 
The Ten Commandment 





* 6 x85, on fine 





asonn © 
White 
ORO, GUT <0 ccceccses coccceccecesccocecces 
These are superior toany thing ot the kind issued. 
Sent prepaid on receipt of price 


A. H, Eilers Publishing Co., 
2938 Thomas Stu St. Louis, Mo. 


(BLACKBOARD: CRAYON 


UBLISHED OMLY FCO, 
Feu NDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS. 
SAMPLECOPYFR 


SPRINGER'S 


TRANSFER DESIGNS 


R THE INTERNATIONAL 
SUNDAY SCHOOLLESSONS. 


FAITH AND LOVE, REPENTANCE 
AND SALVATION ce: %ititsans wove a 


THE CONVERSION OF CHILDREN 
with a brief review of Rev. E. P. Hammonds’ Meetings by 
Rev. A A Boner, Glasgow. 32 pages, an excellent tract 
for Parents and Sunday-school Teachers. 25 cents per doz , 


mailed, $1 20 per 100. $10 per 1000 by Express. Pub- 
lisher, HORACE WATERS, 826 Broadway, New York. P. 0. 
Box, 3530. 


THE RAINDROP. 


yen mee magazine of entertaining read- 
ing for young people. 32 pages, large, clear type. 
Language so plain. simple, and direct that even the 
youngest readily understand it. Especially adapted to 
deaf-mutes. A fine plate of the Manual Alphabet is 
on one of the covers. Intelligent and cultivated people 
will like it for their children. Teachers of primary 
classes, especially kindergarteners, may find it very 
useful as a reading exercise. Terms, $1.00 per year. 
Send 10 cents for specimen. Address, THE RaIn- 
DROP, TURTLE CREEK. ALLEGHENY Co., Pa 


Free! Free!! Free!!! 


Why and How Should Temperance 
be Taught in the Sunday-school. 


An address Googes by Rev. L. T. Chamberlain, D.D. 
vf Norwich, Conn., before the 
day-school cei and published by re 


that body. 


Any pastor or superintendent “- oy supplied with | 


ratuitously on a} 
tN. SHUTE, 


ication to the Secretary. 


a@ copy bh 
sc BROMFIELD ST. BOSTON. 


EB 


Free! Frea!! 


ORGAN BEATTY PIANO 


NEW UKGANS 23 Stops, B set Golien Tongue Recus, & Uct s, 

Knee Swells, Walnut Case, warnt’d @ yeara, Stool & Book $98. 

New Pianos, $143 to 6255. 2" Newspaper sent Free. 
Address Danie! F. Beatty, Washington, “ew Jersey. 





Me ussachusetls Su it~ | 
puestcl i 


Free!! 








YOST, Cleveland, O 


The Latest oem 4 Morning jermene y 


Rev. C. H. SPURGEON 
Rev. DR. “TALMAGE, 


Revised by them, with Portrait and Biography of some ‘x 

inent Person, and Sunday School Lesson explained, an: 

Anecdotes,and a }’rophetic Article, and « Thrilling Ser’al 
VERY WEEK in the 


Story, are published 
CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


@1.50 per annum. Sample Copies free. Agents wanted. 
4lso, can be had from all News Dealers 
Address 3B, AITKEN, 68 Bible House, New York 


GET THE BEST HELP 


“S$, §. Monthly Bible Class,” 


EpiTrEep ry “ PANSY.” 


Th 


Only 25c. a Year. In Clubs of 5 or 
more, 20c, a Year. 


Send money with orders to 


D. LOTHROP & CO., Boston, Mass. 


IMPORTANT, 


Sunday-schools looking for the best Scholar's 
and Teacher’s Helps on the International Lessons 
for 1880, should not fail to examine the SUNe 
DAY-SCHOOL PAPERS and LESSON 
HELPS, published by the American Baptist 
Publication Society, before elsewhere. 
Address 

B. GRIFFITH, Secretary, 
1420 Chestnut Street, Phila., 
9 Murray Street, New York; 
4 Beacon Street, Boston; 
71 Randolph Street, Chicago; 
209 North Sixth Street, St. Louis. 
















ordering 





AKE YOUR OWN BUG?.—New Patterns. 
are making beautifnl TURKISH 


Ladies 
RUGS, on our 

Any one can 
do it at a trifling expense. Great inducements and 
permanent business to agents everywhere. Send for 
e r= ular of Patterns and Prices, with stamp 
E. 8. FROST & CO., 22 Tremont Row, Boston, Mass 


CHURCH LAMPS 
A. J. WEIDENER. 
No. 36 South Second Street, 
Philadelphia. 


N 


Burlap Pattern, out of old rags or yarn 





WATERPROOF CRAPE. 
JEFFERIS & CO 





N 
These well 
formerly of Ar 
Street, have ver 
Chestnut Street, where their 
restoration of Crape and Lact 














YOU CAN TAKE NOTI r I 
after ee ad tuc Y MAIL. 
Send for circalar - Angell, 110 vm Ave. N.Y. 
beau 11 specimen of ore from 
=. of or Id mines, and a copy of 
our eight rage family paper, all for a 
cent stamp Address “H 


Mirror,” ee, Col 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 








TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY sone TIMES. of tblished weekly 
which include postage. 


at the Lappy 
From 1 





4 copies each. 
bed sto 0 copies to one a ——— 1 





[Vol. XXII, No. 1. 














HOW TO INTRODUCE THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 10 FRIENDS: 


FILL THIS OUT AND MAIL IT. 








Joun D. WaTTLEs, 725 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receive 
the paper for three months on trial, and encloses herein 25 cents to pay for the same, according | 
| to your offer to new subs=; ivers. 
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he 
be stopped at once on the € 
won, unless a renewal for the same ts received. 
Subsc ee v= will be received for any portion of a | 


year at yearly 

While | the rs nn aclub must be sent in a pack- 
age to one bape , the publisher desires to have for | 
reference the names of all the subscribers. He there- 
fore ires that each club subscription be accom 
panied with a listof the names and addresses of the 

rsons who are to use the 


originally orde’ 
rata for the time of their su ptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
chanced should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Aay person writing to renew either a single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publisher will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

ubscribers wishing to introduce The Times to their 
friends, can have specimen copies sent free from this 
office to any address. 





TT coord A ; 2 = 
nD su) pR .. ents w 

helpa, att line of their special wor work, # tS teach- 
ers and scholars have not blished 


monthly, and will be sent, on receipt oft its price, only 
to subscribers of T 
tendents (includin, 


tendents, and h ofdepartments meeti eee | 
rooms), and who, when ordering it, tate that they 
such, 


In dai your r 1 “he Superintenden _ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
for The Sunday School —— as given on the ye — 
midress label on The Tim: 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. LEAF. A separate leaf for 
every Sunday in the e year. 
100 p copnes, one mont $ 
10 one year...... 
a than 100 copies at same rate. Orders not taken 
for less than one month, 

THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. Mme gam the Les- 
sons for three months, bag % colored map, beantiful 
pocvares, appropriate music, etc., 

00 copies one year (four quarters).... ............ - =e 
Single copy. one year (four quarters) 
100 copies, three months tome —- 
Single copies (one quarter), each............--.... 

copies, or over, to one address for one school, 

$18.00 per hundred. 

400 copies, or over, to one address, for one school, 
$16.00 per hundred. 

Subscriptions are taken for three or six months at the 
yearly rate. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row 
London, E, C.. will send The American Sunday School 
Times, post free, for a year, to any address in Great 
Britain, Vier ten shillings prepaid. o pee will be 
sold by all the oe, cewodenlern, price twopence, 
as will also The Scho ’ Quarterly, price fourpence. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


REST. 


[From Chambers’ Journal. ] 





When thou art weary of the world, and leaning 
Upon my breast, 

My soul will show ‘to thine its hide jen meaning, 
And thou shalt rest, 

Wheri thou art eagerly, but vainly, aiming 
At some far end, 

| Thou wae not thy pining and complaining 

¥ thy Friend. 





| My piliies is around thee and about thee— 


wean ew mewewe nnn on nn onan wenn nee omen nang Hone Heenan nn monn n saan anaes mawe Sawn wwe meme 





Thou dost not know— 


| But if thou knewest, thou wouldst never doubt 








CASH’ 


| 


| Another guide might be too quick in chiding, 


NONE ARE GENUINE WITHOUT 
THE NAME AND TRADE MARK 


OF J. & J. CASH. 


CAMBRIC 


-+ “the latter Clams sone super /8 THE MOST DURABLE AND 


SATISFACTORY TRIMMING 
FOR LADIES’, CHILDREN’S 
AND /NFANTS’ WARDROBES, 


Frilling 











The uniform rate for ordinary advertisements ts 15 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), 
tion, whether for one time or more. Itis believed that that | 
this uniform low rate, which makes THE SuNDAY 
ScHoo. Times the cheapest advertising medium, by 
far, among the religious Ls will meet with ‘the | 
Gore approval of advertise: The rate for Reading | 

otices (bourgeois type, leaded) in the Business De- | 

riment, will be 50 cents per counted line for each | 
nsertion, and for Special Notices (solid agate) 30 cents 
per line for each insertion. 

Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertisements 
should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


I OME SEMINARY for Young Ladies. Pleasant, 
horone, safe. $250. 14 Boarders. 15th na 
Rev. WELLS, rine tpal, Hightstown, N. 


] L hay ILLE (Pa.) LADIES’ SEMINARY 
Fifty-eighth con es session begins Feb. Ist, 
880, . T. R, EWING, Principal. | 


OME SCHOOL FoR YOUNG LADIES, 

135 Chestnut Street, Fhiledeiphia. 

Best advantages nee a thorough education. Refers by 
ermission to H. Clay Trumbull, Editor of The Sun- 
ay School Times, and v. 8. a, 4001 Pine 
Street, Philadelphia, For circul 
MRS. J. 
ATIONAL 


ars, address, 
A. BOGARDUS. Principal. 
N SCHOOL OF ELOCUTION AND 
4 Oratory, 1416 and 1418 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
Chartered. ‘Grants diplomas and degrees. Nineteen 


eachers and lecturers, Specialists in all the depart- 
monta. ¢ jon verennenel culture a prominent feature. 
Next term opens Dec. 1. Afternoon classnow forming. 
Send for catalogue. J. W. Sb hoemaker, A. M., President. 





Schools and Families 


Supplied with competent Instructors wiTrHouT 
cHarerk. Good Teachers furnished with positions. 
Application form for stamp 
T. by Gh mba TH PINCKNEY, 
Agency for Schools and 'T eachers, 
Domestic ¢ Building, Broadway, Cor, Mth St., N. Y. 


Case's Bible Atlas 


16 Pall Page ‘Map*, beautifully printed in colors, 
with Ex tens ory Notes ‘and Index, Aceurate, and up 
to the times. Invaluable to Sunday-school Teachers 
and Scholars. Every family needa it. 
receipt of price; ia boards, $1; in cloth, $1.50, Agents 
wanted. %0th thousand in press. Address 0. D. C 
& CO., Publishers, Hartford, Conn, 


| in il fustrated sermons, in twenty years’ Ponte 


oa slicates of 100 sets used by Rev. Li a. 


E. 


j efforts in 700 Churches. 
Send him three scent stam for book of plan, 
subjects, revivals, names of vemars or super- 
i tendents using them. 1020 Arch St., Phila. 


) (TWILL PAY YOU WELL. 


i CAXTONETTE PRESS, $8.0. 


" CAXTON, $13; both Beifte 
f COL OMBIs NP seit. 







work of a $350 Tesses 
50. Stamp tor catalogue. 
CURTIS & MITCHELL, 
15 Federal Street, Boston, Mass. 
Hstablished 147. 


Mailed on | 





Inking, from os to. ae wil ‘do the | 
Press. P m | 


| 
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hundred 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Charehes, 
chools, Fire Alarms, Farms, ete. FULL 
WARRANTED. < Catalogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, Circinnati, O. 
R. LAMB, + a 
Silk and Gold Banners, $50 
Larger Banners, - $10, $266 $60 


Silk and Gold §. §. Banners, $5.00 each 


Send for Circular, 59 Carmine St.N. Y 


MENEELY & & KIMBERLY, 


ELL FOUNDERS 




















cee 

wer MENEELY ¢ & COMPANY. 
BELL FOUND 

Fifty years extabliohon 


ACADEMY, Facrory 
MoUNTINGS, Cesnegees See. 





, WEST TROY 
= HURCH BELIS fr p 
BELLS, etc. Improved PATENT 
No agencies. 





SCALES 


MARVIN SAFE & SCALE CO, 





way, New York, 
627 y 4 Street, Philadelphia. 











“S owest prices ever knowy 
on Breech-Loaders, 
OUR $ & Revolvers. 
at greatly reduced price. 
Send stamp for — | ad 
Illustrated Catal 
POWELL & SON, 23S Main Stree:, CINCINNATI, O. ATi, O. 


PSA MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all other 
Slate and Soapstone work on hand or made to a 
Factory ond Beleeroom, No. 1210 Ridge A ve. JOSE 
& MILLER, formerly WILSON & MILI LER, Phila 
delphia, Pa. Also, General Agent for the celebrated 
FLORENCE OTL STOVES, for cooking and heating pur- 
pose. Agents wanted. Send for circular. 


THE PENN MUTUAL. — 
LIFE INSURANCE CO., of Philadelphia. 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $6,280,723.46 





mr: 


THE PENN isa purely Mutual Company. AJ of tts 
surplus premiums are returned to the members eve ry 
year, thus furnishing ins 1rance at the lowest possible 
rates. All policies non-forf yy for their value. 
| Pooaeest poliet s issne d fe rates. AGENTS 
TED. Apply to H. 8. ST PHENS, V.ice- Presi 
| dent, at 1 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


ire Insurance Co., 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
es ORIORA TED a 
CAPITAL, oes Ass , $1,835,238.04, 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President.’ 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


JOHN L..THOMSON, Ass’t Secretary. 


Qnarterly. Issued in :eatiet form at 75 cents per 


No extra charge for postage. 





-_ ‘LOMGADEE.O2, 
Magic Lanterns 
from $1 to Opera 
Glasses, Field Glasses, Stereoscopes, Graphoscopes, 
Spectacles, Eye Glasses. Thermometers, Barometers, | 
Drawing Instruments, Globes, Air Pumps, Galvanic 
Batteries, etc. 


each. Microscopes. Telescopes, 


JAMES W. QUEEN & CO., 
924 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


Catalogues on application. Part Ist, Mathematical 
Instruments; part 2d, My lnstruments; part 4% 
Magic Lanterns and V Views; part 4th, Philosophical 
Instruments, 











Successorsto MASONR ESA 
FINE STATIONERY 
& ENGRAVING, 








SE the Order of Service. found in The Scholars’ , 


tities ee 
ALL MAP. C. 

Palestine, 
At the time of Christ, 


AND MAP CF JERUSALEM, 


40 x 60. TIilustrates the International 8S. S. Lessons. 
Large Bold ) etters, index. ‘lable of distances &c., 


| 
I love thee so. 
| 


me, 


Thou art a very child, and needest guiding— 
Thee I will lead : 


Nor know thy need. 

Lean on me, child—nor faint beneath thy 

sighing, 

With help so near ; 

I took upon me all thy grief and dying 
To heal thy fear, 

When thou art resting in my secret dwelling, 
Shadowed by me, 

Thou shalt not tire of listening—I of telling 
My love for thee, 

Thine eyes are bent upon each loving token 
Sent by my hand; 

With these alone thy spirit would be broken 
In thy fair land. 

| Thou art a lover of all things of beauty 
In earth and space 

Then, surely, ’twere thy pleasure and thy duty 

heir source to trace. 


Track the bright river of each much-prized 
blessing 
Back to its source ; 
| See all the blooming growth thy foot is press- 
ing 
Along its course. 
See, gathered in thy storehouse 
dreaming, 
Each glowing thought, 
| Which daylight, ‘starlight, or the moon’s sweet 
| gleaming, 
To thee have brought, 
| All real — which thy heart is greeting— 
In this fair earth— 
all music which thy charmed ear is meeting, 
From me had birth. 
| But this will be revealed when thou art leaning 
Upon my breast. 
Thy soul shall comprehend my hidden mean- 
ing— 
And thou shalt rest. 


of 


sweet 


A QUIET MIND. 
(From The Christian at Work. ] 


Most of us have found out how much 
easier it is to bear up bravely under a great 
| misfortune than to act with patience, good 
| temper, and courage when little things go 

wrong. How many times a day are we 
tried and harassed in the family! One 
| person is apt to be irritated at trifles, and 
to speak petulantly and hastily when pro- 
|voked. Nothing spreads more quickly 
than such an infirmity. It is as subtle as 
malaria, and as org to overcome. -If 
_ father or mother have the habit of speak- 
| ing in a harsh, rasping voice, or of magni- 
| fying little faults into great crimes, the 
| children will soon learn the trick of scowl- 
| ing brows and cross words. Weneverhear 

a little girl scolding her doll, in uplifted 
| tones, nor see her striking and shaking it, 
without a suspicion that in that way she 
sees the home government administered. 
And when we observe gentleness, sweet- 
| ness, and unselfishness predominating in 
| the conduct of children, the inference is 
natural that they live in a sunny atmos- 
phere, and have beautiful examples set 
before them daily. 

How often we mothers have gone from 
our rooms, where we have had a tender 
season of communion with God, have read 
precious promises in his Book, and been 
|strengthened against need, and then, 

| secure, as we thought, against temptation, 
have had all the peace banished by some 
untoward occurrence! To enter the parlor 
and find that Jennie is playing tea with 
| the china which is your pride, or that 
|Tommy has made a horse of your frail 
Japanese chair; to have a favorite book, 
which you loaned in the goodness of your 
heart, come home stained and torn; to go 
| to the kitchen and be confronted by the 
stupidity or obstinacy of an ignorant ser- 








ail viaces in N T. sh hown. Countries col’d. Adnmit- | yant,—these are common a and 
ed to be the largest, cheapest and best S. 8. map pub- -_ ies ¥ 
lished for the money. Sent p repai'lon receipt t price. how often our self-control flies before 
; Cream paper.. $1.50. Muslin » . -$2.50. am t is as iliating as it is ec - 
| Mounted and y arnished, on rollers on ly $3.50. them ° it = humiliating . _— 
| Don*t fail to order the International S, S. Wall Map. (¢.) | mon to find that when we are on the level 


A. H. EILERS PUB. CO 
2988 THOMAS ST., ST. LOUIS, MO. 


In ordering goods, or in making'tn quiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, 
| you will oblige the publisher as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you sw the cdver- 


tisement in The Sunday School Ties. 


|of our highest moods we are apt to be 
swept down to our lowest. 
How can we exercise ourselves so as to 
havea‘quiet mind? In two or three ways. 
We cannot invariably control our 
| thoughts and impulses, but our words and 
our tones are in our own power. We may 
resolve to preserve silence, when we are 
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exasperated, till we feel calm, and never to 
elevate our tones when annoyed. A low, 
clear voice is a great charm in a woman; 


and when it is a mother’s, it has an almost 


magical influence in the maintaining of 
harmony in the household. 


If we would have a quiet mind, we must 
lay to this house in which our | 


give fair 
mind dwells. Often the temper is uncer- 
tain and fortitude breaks down because the 
body is worn out by illness or sleepless- 
ness. Let us resolve to secure some needed 
repose, and some small space of solitude 
every day. There should be one room to 
which, morning or afternoon, we may 
retire, ~— be safe from intrusion, while 
we read, meditate, rest, or pray. 

Let us make daily and practical use of 
our Bibles. They are full of help, of 
instruction, and of comfort. We can open 
them nowhere without finding some 
thought of God, outshining like a star, 
and dispensing its brilliant light for our 

cheer and guidance. The way of perfect 
trust is the only peaceful way in this 


world, and they have most of its joy who 


dwell nearest the heavenly Father. 


_— 176 


Pages of the choicest 
Music for Sunday 
Schools, Prayer 
and Praise Meet- 
ings, and a fine 
selection of 
Metre Tunes 
for Church 

























CLERGY- 
MEN, SU- 
PERINTEN- 
DENTS & SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL 
Worxers will find 
this to be decidedly 
the best MUSIC 
BOOK ever published. 
Contains 176 pages of the 
choicest music, including 
an elementary department 
on “Theory of Music” by J. H. 
Kurzenknabe. besides contribu- 
tions from over 60of the best Hymn 
and Music writersin the land. Sin- 
gle copy 35¢c.—$3.60 per dozen—$30. per 
10. CRIDER & BROTHER, 
Publishers, YORK, PA. 


Wreath of Praise 


New §. §, MUSIC Book 


25,000 to Cive Away. 


Or one Copy to each Supt. sending name and loca 
tion of his School, inclosing Six Cents in stamps for 
mailing purposes, Address ASA HUL 

240 Fourth .. New York, N. Y 


Church Organs. 
HOOK & HASTINGS, 


BOSTON, MASS. 


Builders of the Grand Organ for the Crncrnwartt | 

Music Hai; the powerful Centennial Organ; 

the great Cuppa in Plymeuth Church, Brook- 
lyn; and nearly 1,000 others for every 
part of the country. 
ESTABLISHED IN 1529. 

We invite attention to our new styles of PARLOR 
Ore@AN (of pipes only), at prices varying from $300 to 
$1,000 and Te ards. 

MUSIC COMMITTEES, ORGANISTS, and others 
are invited to apply to us direct for all .information 
connected with our art 

DESCRIPTIVEC IRCULARS and specifications fur- 
nished on application. 
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Everywhero known and prized for 
Sxin and fidelity in manufacture, 
Tasteful and excellent improvements, 
Elegant variety of designs, 
¥ ielding unrivaled tones. 

Iustrated Catalogues sent Free. 

J. ESTEY & Co., 
- Brattleboro. Yt. 
W AND BEAUTIFUL 
REW ARD CARDS FOR SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—comprising Motto Cards—Reward Cards 
Pn ar ure Text Cards—Sentiment ae ~~ Verse 
Cards—Good Desire Cards—and Cards. | 
aaee Pane price “hist EDUCATIONAL, CARDS | 
SONS, | Rees = any. address. J. H. FFORD’S | 
ublishers o oveliti ine Arta, 7 

Franklin Street, Boston. Mass. heer. se 


Uratory! tt Humor! Fun\ 


\ te Ut Te NOW READY. 
708 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, 

eS =D fo e 

n ay ty ore, wi tah @ th Sere. pee oe an- 

38° A. Price, 30 cts., maile dfree. eer by Booksellc a 


y who speaks pieces, ey rery member of a Lyceum 


ing New to recite, should @ 
fhele Set. Club rates, and Full List ef Centemte Pees | 


ROSES 


















ano GERANIUMS 
$0,000 now ready. None better. 190 by express, $5. 50 
ra. $8 Samples. 14 for $1.10 Li-fs FREE 


TYRA MONTGOMERY. Mattoon. LIL 


llustrated papers see iek 





| QUICK SALES AND LARGE PROFITS, 


| already appointed. 5000 more are needed to canvass the United States. J/ you want a chance and mean business, 
| actatonce. For full particulars, address 
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Samples of the three sent on 
D. R. NIVER, 20 WN. Pearl Street, Albany, New York. 
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“HARK! 


ACENTS WANTED AT ONCE 


FOR THE ONLY RICHLY ILLUSTRATED, AUTHENTIC, AND LOW-PRICED WORK 
FULLY DESCRIBING THE GREAT TOUR OF 


Gen. Grant around the World / 


BY HON. J. T. HEADLEY, 


The prince of descriptive authors. Lose no time, as the demand is simply tnenense, and territory being rapidly 
taken, It will oudsell ~+ 4 other book. In weighing the question of engaging in the sale of a book, the most 


important consideration . 
ITS SELLING QUALITIES 





and, secondly, the terms that are granted Agents, because the profit to be made se ling a book depends largely | 


upon the general desire for such a work. Here is a notabdie illustration of this: From Maine to California there 
is the moat intense desire to procure an authentic illustrated work descriptive of the remarkable career of this 
man, who has risen from the humblest walks of life, led the mighty armies of the Union to victory, filled for 
eight years the highest office in the ift of the American 
honored guest of AJNGS, PRINCES, EMPERORS, and! TESMFN throughout the world. Again, there it 
a widespread and increasing interest in other nations, and a desire to know more of their forms ot government, 
religious views, strange customs, etc., which renders this book peculiarly attractive to the people at this time, 
and hence remarkably salable. Thirdl 

)~ = on a beautifully toned’ and super-calendered paper) as to be a strong attraction of itself. 

ur In 
treme ry ae 


zk to sell, You cannot fail to see, therefore, the incomparable advantages which it offers now for 


B@-Choice territory is being rapidly taken up. Over 2500 agents 


HUBBARD BROTHERS, 733 Sansom St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


CAUTION ! ! Beware of a catch-penny ed being circulated, made with the scissors out of newspaper letters, 
wretchedly printed and wiustrated. The ONLY CHEAP work possessing the it of FIRST. 


| nS Ore TE the TRUE test of VALUE, is by the HON. J. T. HEADLEY, and is MADE 


THINK OF THIS 


and | 10,000 are already ordered. The 


Upon the announcement of ary J. T. Headley as author of this work, 5,000 


ee applied for agencies. 2,500 have been POP Tr iowa Dok 3 » an issued, 
ie greatest rush known for years. People want 








pis. and who has for the past two years been the | 


the book itselfis so elegantly gotten up and so richly illustrated | 
int of authorship Mr. Headley is so widely known, so universally popular, as to render it an ex- | 


UPON 





In Styies to suit all hands, 
may be had of all dealers 
throughout the WORLD 


GREATLY IMPROVED! 


GILLOTT'S STEEL PENS. 


ACENTS WANTED-—$75 to 8150 Per Month, 








Full of PRACTICAL INFORMATI« 
ah ee ND. 
“A book of chuguepuestensh wit eiitetinon, ssoren, This is the judgment of all who have seen the 
be found outside of inspiration,”—Christian Advocate. 


NEEDED 2 s7.c'y fone BY Ft Poy SCHOLAR’S HAND-BOOK 


Young and Old, 





Fine Pages, Cisse t Besatiful Binding. Splendid Ils Illus- ON THE 
ons. 6605 ages. 0 Se 4 
ress de O.. ¥ & ©O., Philadelphia, Pa INTERNATIONAL LESSONS for 1880. | 
AGENTS Fe the Pictorial Bible Commentator. BY REV. EDWIN W. RICE. 
O18 Pages, 475 Ilustrationsand Maps. Aided by experienced writers and unday-school 
HO most complete and comprehensive workers of 

WANTEDoommentary on the entire Sc riptaree.\ (in 

ver published, Price, $3.75. 


_ Beaviry, Gager heey & Co., 66 N. 4th St., Phil’a., Ps 
List embodies in a con- 


y «Ss This Lesson 
venient and unique form the Lessons, 
Golden Texts, and Memory Verses se- 





Large a! 


Full Explanations, Ques'ions, Sub-Topics, 
lackboard lliustrations, making it 


lected by the Lesson Committee of the The Best Commentary and Lesson Help 
International Sunday-school conven- 
tion, and has received the endorsement 
and hearty commendation of leading 
superintendents and Sunday-school 
journals throughout tie land. 

Our Lesson List meets a recognized 
and long-felt want. Every member of 
a Sunday-schoo! needs a list of the cur- | 
rent lessons. The Book-Mark Lesson 
List, put into the Bible, is always at 
hand when wanted. It is invaluable 
for the reviews. Itwill help to bring | 
Bibles to school. It is useful asa reward, 





to study in the most.gsable and durable form. 
SECOND SERIES. Part l.—Janvanry To Juty 
STUDIES IN MATTHEW. 
PakT Il.—JuLty To DECEMBER. 


STUDIES IN GENESIS. 


a2” Bound in boards, | n two parts. 
part, 10 cents; 190 copies, $8. The two 
one volume. Price, 20 cents; 100 cop 


Price of each 
parts bound in 
3, $15. 


E BY 





It is Just the thing to hand to a stranger 
in the congregation. 

Send for sample and circular describ- 
Address either of 
Fairbanks, 46 
“hicago, Til.; D. 
N. Y. 


PUBLISHED AND FOR SAI 


LIST 
1880 


ing styles and prices. 
following parties: John 
Madison S8t., 
2 No. Pearl St, 


R. Niver, Union. 
1122 Chestnut treet 


Albany 
ray | 
8 and 10 Bible House, N, Y.; 


= 
o 

by 
a 


adelphia 


City; Howard Gannett. 73 oe bh St. 





Boston ; Garrigues Bros., Philadelphi: a. a 
Pa: Rev. J. B. Hill. San Francisco, Cal. ae ene + Books and Specimens of -Papers 
JsE the Order of Service found in The Scholars | *™//7e¢” amy add = — 
} Quarterly. Issued in leaflet form at 75 cents per | HE BLACKBOARD AND CRAYON vou 
tend No extra charge for postage. \ copy free. Address Prov. Lith. Co., Providence, R 











SIX DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS, | 


for scholars and’Teachers who wish to have their aids 


The American neineihess| 


| ROBERT KELSO & 
Chicago. | 


Which is Best? 


DR. J. H. VINCENT writes, April 16, 1879, 
in answer to the question of a friend: 
“The BEST Bible is 
the ‘Teacher’s Bible, pub- 
lished by the American 
Tract Society. They know 
in New York the copy and 
style which Ihave. | PRE- 


FER IT TO EVERY OTHER.” 


The special style to which he refers is 
No. 192. Price $10. 
KID LINED BIBLES 85 to $15 
Send for Circular and Sample Pages. 


Am. Tract Society, 


150 Nassau St., New York; 23 Franklin St, 
Boston; 1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphiaj 
75 State St., Rochester; 50 Madison St. 


~hicago; 757 Market St., San Francisco 


AGENT: 


WANTED for the New GIFT BOOK 
GOLDEN THOUGHTS on 





Prose and Poetry, ards of 300 Distin: 
Authors, at At Home ahd Abroad, with Introduce’ 


—— 


y HEO. L. CUYLER, D.D. 
In Elegant Binding, [llustrated, $2.75. Morocco, $5. 
BE. B. REAT, Pub isher, 805 Bro: way, New York. 


Pertaining to Per- 
sons, Places and 
Things, with Key, in- 
guane Blackboard 

Designs, Bible Stud- 
i _ Concert Exercis- 
and Prayer Meet- 
= pat Outlines. Intro- 
duction by J. .. Vin- 
cent, = 
#. oe by mail. m- 

sely popular. 2 

single agent opens ban actually sold over 700 copies. Agen 
wi 


E. B. TREAT, Pub., 805 Broapway, N. Y. 











SUNDAY-SCHOOL ‘oo 
My rs 


Ae 


|GOOD «4 


For 


yaren Xe, 


SAMPLES FREE. 


Address 
E. W. HAWLEY, Sec’y, 
Box 3918, New York. 


FOUR SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPERS, 


| CHRISTIAN TIDINGS. 
four-page semi-monthly, containing 
Incidents and Narratives and Pictures 
that illustrate and apply Christian truth. 
one cent a month in quantities. 
SU NSH INE. 
four-page semi-monthly, containing 
beautiful pictures and bright and interest- 
ing stories for the children. One vent a 
month. 


SUNDAY COMPANION. 

A large monthly, containing Religious 
Narratives, Scripture Exposition, Scrip- 
ture Puzzles, Illustrations, etc. One cent 
a month, 

YOUNG FOLKS’ PAPER. 
large monthly, containing Narra- 
tives, Biography, History, Scien ce, Home 
Amusements, Puzzles, Illus trations, ete. 
One cent a month in ¢ uantilie om 
Specimens of the ier papers sent for 
five cents. Address, 
EUGENE R. SMITH, Publisher, 
64 Bible House, New York. 


OLD AND Os: 














Durable 
Altogether the 


ca 





Comfortable, Cleanly, Healthful and Economical. 
Most Desirable Spring Bed in Use. 







CO., Manufacturers, 210 Market St. 
4 Send for Circular and Price List. 
KEY AND NOT 
iLL WIND AR OUT. 


Philada. 





THAT 
ANY WATCH 


BY Watchmakers. on mall, Wc. Circniar 
, 8 Dey Street, N.Y 


free, J. S. BIRCH @ 
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The reduction here announced in the price of The Sunday School Times puts that paper within the reach of every Sunday- 


school in the land. 


gives 832 large pages 


two cents a week for each member of a club of twenty or more persons. 
club rates of The Sunday School Times were higher than they could afford, will not be slow to appreciate these new prices. 


est rate heretofore for a club of less than thirty copies has been $1.90 for 


$1.00 for each paper. 


for the due extension of its field, and the necessary increased circulation is sure to come. 


» now pecomes unques iona NY 1e cheapest WeeKLy pape 
It } juestionably the cl t weekly r 


(11x16 incles) of reading matter a year, or over eight pages for a cent at its lowest club rat 


of its size and character in the 


United States. It 


It costs less than 


Schools that have been taking other sting because the 


each paper. Ni Ww 


The low- 


price for twenty copies, or over, is 
The reduction is a bold one, and even the prgsent large circulation does not warrant it, but the change is desirable 


Lower prices do not mean a poorer paper, or 


less of it,—on the contrary, it is purposed to make the paper better than ever before in all of its departments. 
; purty pat} 


HERE ARE THE NEW RATES.—From one to four copies, $2 each. 


From ten to nineteen copies, in a package to one address, $1.25 each. 


$1.50 each. 
address, $1.00 each. 


a year at yearly rates. 


ence the names of all the subscribers. 


Ile, therefore, 


addresses of the persons who are to use the paper. 


Superintendents will remember fhat they can try the paper in their schools for a portion of a year at the yearly rate. 


teachers can be supplied for three months for five dollars. 


These prices include postage, which is prepaid by the publisher. 


Why not begin now ? 


From five to nine copies, in a package to one address, 
Twenty copies or more in a package to one 

Subscriptions will be taken for any portion of 
While the papers for a club must be sent in a package to one address, the publisher desires to have for refer- 


requires that each club subscripteon be accompanied with a list of the names and 


Twenty 


° . . . —~ ~y . . . . 
Any reader of this advertisement, who has never been a subscriber to The Sunday School Times, can receive it on trial every 


week for three months for twenty-five cents. 


son help, containing a colored map, beautiful illustrative pictures, and a great variety of valuable lesson matter. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, _ Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Send also for a free specimen of The Scholars’ Quarterly, a forty-four page scholars’ les- 


Address, 





INCORPORATED 3 mo. “22, 1865. | 


PROVIDENT = 
Life & Trust Company, 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 








Exceedingly low death-rate. Simple, 
intelligible, untechnical form of policy. 
Liberality and accommodation to its 
members. Conservative management. 
Strict business methods. 

Gentlemen of address and _ intelli- 
gence wanted to act as agents. Apply | 
to the Company. 

Ion EING 
C 





J 








The Best Skate Ever invented. 
Also AMERICAN CLUB, ACME, 


SCROLL SAW Ficetwood, Dexter, 


‘ SSOL Rogers, &c. 
Wood, Designs, and Saws. OOL CHESTS, 


with Best Tools. Lowest Peloen guaranteed: 


TALLMAN & McFADDEN, 607 Market St. Philada. 
“THE SUPLEE - 


PATENT 


OPEN-BYB, BASY THREADING | 
NEEDLE. 


FOR ALL SEW! 8@ MACHINES. 


622 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 





Agents Wanted with capital from $5 to $500. 
A WONDER IN OPTICS. 


MAGIC LANTERN 


36 VIEW S | 2.00 


A COMP. ETE EXHIBITION POR $12. 


BIG# sea raphaly for Stencil Outfits. What costs 4 cts. 








8 cts. 
| Srewomn, i f' Washington St Boston, Mam. 


@ET A BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER. 


Mao FREE TO ANY Inve Request. 


IF 


Take “ The Watchword, ? 


Distinguished pastors and evangelists contribute to its columns. 


» 


have 


Agents are wanted to circulate it, and a liberal commission will be paid. No. 1 of Vol. 2 is 

















YOU WANT A GOSPEL PAPER THAT WILL HELP “iat IN CHRISTIAN LIVING AND 








ADDRESS 


i VENA 
Fanon 


> PHILADELPHIA 


DEPARTMENTS. 
Silks, Satins, and Velvets, 
Dress Goods, 

Mourning Goods, 

Ladies’ and Children’s Suits. 
Shawls and Cloaks. 
Ladies’ Furnishing Goods. 
Hosiery and Gloves. 

White Goods and Laces, 
Notions, Zephyrs, etc. 
Fringes ‘and Embroideries, 
Ribbons, Ties, etc. 

Cloths and Cloakings. 
Furs and Millinery. 
Underwear, Corsets, etc. 


Ladies’ and Children’s Shoes, 


Men's and Boys’ Shoes. 
Rubber Goods, Trunks, etc. 
Fiannels and Muslins. 
Linens and Upholstery. 
House Furnishing Goods, 
Men’s and Boys’ Clothing, 
Gents’ Furnishing 3 
Men's and Boys’ Hats, 
Stationery and Silverware. 
Toys and Games, 

China and Queensware, 
Rugs, Mattings, etc. 











CHRISTIAN WORKING 


PRICE, ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR. 


is told us again and again. 


now ready. 


ONE PASTOR IN A NEW ENGLAND VILLAGE HAS ALREADY SENT IN ONE HUNDRED NEW 


SAMPLE COPY SEN 


SUBSCRIBERS to commence with Vol. 2 
Please communicate with the undersigned with reference fo terms. 


\T FREE. 


EBEN. SHUTE, Publisher, 
52 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass" 


“It is the best paper that we 


THE 


HENRY F. MILLER 


GRAND, PARLOR GRAND, UPRIGHT, SQUARE AND 
PaTENT PEDAL UPRIGHT 


PIANOS. 


Used by all the iby 4 artists. Universally recom- 
mended he Musical Profession, 





PRONOUNCED THE BEsT PIANO OF THE Day. 


THE. PALACE ORGAN 


We especially invite the attention of artists and 
amateurs to a test of this Organ as regards its peculiar 
fitness for improvisation. Its choice selection of stops 
makes it possible for the player to express a!l the 
varied effects which can be produced on a large Pipe 
Organ by HEPPE. 


C. J. HEPPE’S 


PIANO AND ORGAN DEPOT, 
Cor. Sixth and Thompson Streets, Philadelphia. 
~ ESTABLISHED 178, 








Sat COMPLETE IN TERRY, $0. 
Set ComPLerEe IN PLUSH, $60. 


Church and Lodge Furniture 


A SPECIALITY. 
No charge for packing. Send for illustrated Catalogue. 
SHAW & APPLIN, 
Successors to Braman Shaw & Co., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in 


PARLOR FURNITURE, 


_Warxx00ms, 27 SUDBURY STREET. BOSTON. 
Cas CATALPA TREES. 


000 Trees from five to six feet and three feet, al! 
very 7 and thrifty. For sale in lots to suit, at 
low figures. Call and examine them. or for furtner 
information address COL. E. F. BROWN, National 





Soldiers’ Home, Dayton, Qhio. 


The Sunday Schoo! Times holds itself responsible for the character of the advertisements it contains, and will refund to ita subscribers any money that they lose through fraudulent advertisements tn its columns, 





rele 














